
 

 

 

 

  

YEAR 9 GCSE OPTIONS 
& CORE SUBJECTS: 

SUBJECT OUTLINES 
 

Choosing GCSE options may be one of the biggest decisions you have 

made so far. The aim of this booklet is to allow you to make informed 

choices in discussion with your parents and teachers.   

Welcome to Options 

Evening: Thursday 

24th January 2019 



INTRODUCTION: 
 

My thanks to all parents for attending tonight’s Year 8 Options Evening, and to all staff both for their 

hard work in compiling the information in this booklet and for their expert advice that you will 

receive the benefit of tonight. 

This booklet is intended to provide some of the essential information to help when selecting initial 

option choices. 

There are a number of factors to bear in mind when considering option choices. These include, but 

are certainly not limited to: 

1. Balance of subjects. 

2. What subjects a student wants to continue at A Level or for other post 16 study options. 

3. Any future career plans. 

4. Subjects a student enjoys. 

5. Workload – particularly with the move away from Controlled Assessments to terminal 

examinations. 

6. How subjects are assessed. 

 

It is important that any choices are made collaboratively and with consensus. They will be studied 

for three years; and there will only be the option to change up until Christmas of Year 9 because 

after which, the subject content will simply be too challenging to catch up with. 

Tonight is about making sure everyone is in a position to make the most informed choices possible. 

Please do ask all the questions you need – but remember that staff time is limited if everyone is to 

be able to ask the questions for which they need answers. 

If you have issues that need longer to address, or have questions for which insufficient time is 

available tonight, please do make appointments with individual members of staff where applicable. 

I hope tonight is helpful – please do not hesitate to get in touch if I can be of any further assistance. 

Mr Oliver Scott 

Headteacher 
headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 
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THE CORE 
 

Core subjects are studied by all students. 

 

As examined GCSE subjects these are made up of: 

1. English Language 

2. English Literature 

3. Mathematics 

4. Biology, Chemistry, Physics or 

5. Trilogy Science 

 

Please do speak to teachers of any of the above subjects to find out more about assessment and the 

courses of study your son or daughter will be following. 

 

In addition, presently students will have curriculum time for: 

 

1. PSHEE 

2. Games/PE 

3. Humanities 

4. Drama 

5. MFL - Cultural Awareness 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 
 

Syllabus: AQA 

 

It is the aim of the members of the English Department to give the students at St. Joseph's the ability 

to use both spoken and written language in a competent and confident manner. Students are 

encouraged to develop an appreciation of the richness and variety of the English Language and to 

foster an awareness of the value of criticism both in understanding literature, and in appraising their 

own efforts in creative writing. 

 

Students work towards an AQA GCSE Certificate in both Language and Literature. 

 

English Language and English Literature form part of the core curriculum. Students study for two 

separate GCSEs. 

English Language 

This assessment consists of two written examinations, assessed externally by AQA. Spoken 

Language is a separate endorsement, internally assessed and externally moderated. 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

•   50% of the total GCSE 

•   1 hour 45 minutes written paper 

•   80 marks 

•    Candidates answer all the questions (4) in Section A: Reading. One literature fiction text 
(25%) 

•   Candidates respond to one of two extended creative writing question in Section B (25%). 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

•  50% of the total GCSE 

•  1 hour 45 minutes written paper 

•  80 marks 

• Candidates answer all the questions (4) in Section A: Reading. One non-fiction text and one 

literary non-fiction text (25%) 

•  Candidates answer one extended writing task in Section B. Writing to present a view point  

(25%) 
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Component 3: Spoken Language 

This is a separately endorsed, internally assessed component. Students are assessed on the following 

skills: 

• Presenting information and ideas, selecting and organising information effectively and  

 persuasively 

• Listening and responding appropriately to questions and feedback 

• Expressing ideas using Standard English when appropriate. 

 

English Literature 

All assessments are closed book: any stimulus materials required will be provided as part of the 

assessment.   All assessments are compulsory. 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 

• written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 64 marks 

• 40% of GCSE 

Shakespeare 

Students will study one play from the list of six set texts. They will answer one question on the play 

they have studied where they will be required to write in detail about an extract from the play and 

then to write about the play as a whole. Available texts are:- 

• Macbeth 

• Romeo and Juliet 

• The Tempest 

• The Merchant of Venice 

• Much Ado About Nothing 

• Julius Caesar 

The 19th-century novel 

Students will study one novel from the list of seven set texts. They will answer one question where 

they will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about the 

novel as a whole. Available texts are:- 

Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol 

Charles Dickens: Great Expectations 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiH-8OP_sfKAhVELhoKHdJUCSkQjRwIBw&url=http://quotesgram.com/theater-shakespeare-quotes/&bvm=bv.112454388,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNE1ZW29V-Fke8l6xykCbnUQPoi9PQ&ust=1453915093777537


Charlotte Brontë: Jane Eyre 

Mary Shelley: Frankenstein 

Jane Austen: Pride and Prejudice 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: The Sign of Four 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 

• written examination: 2 hour 15 minutes 

• 96 marks 

• 60% of GCSE 

Modern texts 

Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on their studied modern prose or 

drama text. 

Students will study one from a choice of 12 set texts, which include post-1914 prose fiction and 

drama. 

Drama 

JB Priestley: An Inspector Calls 

Willy Russell: Blood Brothers 

Alan Bennett: The History Boys 

Dennis Kelly: DNA 

Simon Stephens: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (play script) 

Shelagh Delaney: A Taste of Honey 

Prose 

William Golding: Lord of the Flies 

AQA Anthology: Telling Tales 

George Orwell: Animal Farm 

Kazuo Ishiguro: Never Let Me Go 

Meera Syal: Anita and Me 

Stephen Kelman: Pigeon English 

 

 

 



Poetry 

Students will study one cluster of poems taken from the AQA poetry anthology, Poems Past and 

Present. There is a choice of two clusters, each containing 15 poems. The poems in each cluster are 

thematically linked and were written between 1789 and the present day. 

The titles of the two clusters are: 

• Love and relationships 

• Power and conflict. 

Students should study all 15 poems in their chosen cluster and be prepared to write about any of 

them in the examination where they will answer one comparative question on one named poem 

printed on the paper and one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster. 

Unseen poetry 

In preparing for the unseen poetry section of the examination students should experience a wide 

range of poetry in order to develop their ability to closely analyse unseen poems. They should be 

able to analyse and compare key features such as their content, theme, structure and use of 

language. 

In the examination students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question 

comparing this poem with a second unseen poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



MATHEMATICS GCSE 

 

Syllabus: AQA GCSE 1-9 

What does Mathematics GCSE programme of study contain? 

GCSE Mathematics covers a wide range of basic mathematical knowledge and skills which are 

grouped into six main teaching areas: 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

 Geometry and measures 

 Probability 

 Statistics 
 

While studying mathematics the student will be expected to: 

 Develop a positive attitude to mathematics 

 Use mathematical skills and knowledge to solve problems 

 Use logic and reasoning to solve problems 

 Think and communicate mathematically – precisely, logically and creatively  

 Break down problems into small steps in order to solve problems 

 Use the mathematics learnt to solve real life problems 

 Learn how to use a calculator to solve problems quickly and effectively 

 Acquire a firm foundation for further study 
 

How does it follow on from what the student has learnt before? 

Students will start to prepare for their GCSE course in Year 8. The GCSE course carries on from the 

work covered in Key Stage 3. In class, students are introduced to topics using GCSE grades. 

Why study GCSE Mathematics? 

GCSE Mathematics covers a lot of basic skills that the students will need to use in a variety of ways 

throughout their lives and because of this it is a compulsory subject for all students. 

Students will use most of what they learn in GCSE Mathematics in their other GCSEs that they study. 

For example, in science they may need to use formulae and solve equations, in geography they will 

need to read charts and graphs. 

Higher education courses require GCSE Mathematics as an entry requirement, as do many jobs and 

careers. University courses require a good GCSE in mathematics to study a degree in most subjects. 

The more competitive universities and courses demand higher GCSE Mathematics grades. 
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How will GCSE Mathematics be assessed? 

The GCSE is new and follows a new grading scale. It uses the numbers 1–9 to identify levels of 
performance (with 9 being the top level).  

Maths will be tiered with a Foundation tier covering grades 1-5 and a Higher tier covering grades 4-9.  

The new linear GCSEs are assessed at the end of the course (June 2020).  

It consists of 3 papers:  1 non-calculator and 2 calculator papers. There is NO coursework element 

in GCSE Mathematics.    

Students will be required to provide a calculator with scientific functions in all lessons and I suggest 

they have 2 identical calculators for their tests. 

Internal assessments will be used to monitor a student’s progress throughout the two years.  If a 

student has difficulties with a topic then they can request or will be asked to attend intervention to 

help them make progress. Topics are only returned to for revision so it is important that students 

revise regularly and tackle any issues as they occur. To do this we suggest using a selection of 

material including the course dedicated textbook, CGP revision guide, workbook and exam practice 

guide (these can be purchased at a discount through school) and MyMaths. Students are 

encouraged to attend regular revision sessions to help support them through the two year course. 

The new linear course is more rigorous than the legacy course it replaces. A summary of new topics 

that have been added to the GCSE are summarised below. 

 

 

 

 

 



BIOLOGY 

Syllabus: AQA 

The Biology Course for GCSE builds on the work done in Science in Key Stage 3 of the National 

Curriculum. It is both interesting and challenging with a high amount of practical work in the 

laboratory. 

Subject content 

 1. Cell biology 

 2. Organisation 

 3. Infection and response 

 4. Bioenergetics 

 5. Homeostasis and response 

 6. Inheritance, variation and evolution 

 7. Ecology 

 

Assessment 

This qualification is linear so the students will sit all their examinations at the end of the course. 

There are 2 Biology examinations.  Each paper will last 1 ¾ hours. 

 Paper 1 - Topics 1–4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response and Bioenergetics. The 

paper is worth 100 marks and is 50% of GCSE 

 Paper 2 -Topics 5–7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution and Ecology. 

This paper is also worth 100 marks and is 50% of GCSE 

 Questions will be multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response. 

Practical work 

There are 8 required experiments that students must carry out in the lab.  Questions about these 

experiments will be included in paper 1 and paper 2.  15% of the total mark will be from practical 

questions within the 2 papers.   

Career Opportunities 

 Medicine  Occupational 
Therapy 

 Bio-technology 
 

 Dietetics 
 

 Veterinary Science  Physiotherapy  Forensic Science  Teaching 

 Dentistry  Speech Therapy  Nursing  Agriculture 



CHEMISTRY 

Syllabus:   AQA 

 

The Chemistry syllabus is interesting and challenging with a large amount of practical work and 

provides an excellent foundation for A Level Chemistry.  

Subject content 

 1. Atomic structure and the periodic table 

 2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 

 3. Quantitative chemistry 

 4. Chemical changes 

 5. Energy changes 

 6. The rate and extent of chemical change 

 7. Organic chemistry 

 8. Chemical analysis 

 9. Chemistry of the atmosphere 

 10. Using resources 

 

Assessment 

There are 2 papers which both last for 1 ¾ hours.  Each paper is worth 100 marks and makes up 50% 

of the GCSE. 

Paper 1 – Includes topics 1–5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes and Energy changes. 

Paper 2 – Includes topics 6–10: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical 

analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere and Using resources. 

Questions on both papers will be multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open 

response. 

Practical work  

There are 8 required experiments that students must carry out in the lab.  Questions about these 

experiments will be included in paper 1 and paper 2.  15% of the total mark will be from practical 

questions within the 2 papers.   

 

Career Opportunities 

 Medicine 

 Dentistry 

 Pharmacy 

 Forensic Science 

 Food Science and Technology 

 Veterinary Science 

 Drugs Companies and 
Manufacturing 

 Environmental Health 

 Research 

 Teaching 

 Cosmetics industry 



PHYSICS 

Syllabus:  AQA 

 

The Physics course builds on the work done in Science at Key Stage 3 and ties in with both Chemistry 

and Biology to give a complete science understanding.  It is both interesting and challenging and can 

lead to A level studies in a variety of interesting and up to date subjects, which will offer many varied 

and rewarding career opportunities. 

Subject content 

 1. Forces 

 2. Energy 

 3. Waves 

 4. Electricity 

 5. Magnetism and electromagnetism 

 6. Particle model of matter 

 7. Atomic structure 

 8. Space physics (physics only) 

 

Assessment 

There are 2 papers which both last for 1 ¾ hours.  Each paper is worth 100 marks and makes up 50% 

of the GCSE. 

 Paper 1 – Includes topics 1 to 4 Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter and Atomic structure 

 Paper 2 – Includes topics 5 to 8 Forces, Waves, Magnetism and electromagnetism and Space physics 

Questions on both papers will be multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open 

response. 

Practical work 

 There are 8 required experiments that students must carry out in the lab.  Questions about these 

experiments will be included in paper 1 and paper 2.  15% of the total mark will be from practical 

questions within the 2 papers.   

Career Opportunities 

 Engineering 

 Architect  

 Electrical engineer. 

 Mechanic 

 Nuclear industry 

 Medicine 

 Veterinary surgeon 

 Power industry 

 Teaching 

 Building and designing 

 Plumbing 

 Environmental 

 Aeronautics 

 Astronaut 

 Pilots 

 Aviation industry 

 Forensic Science 



GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE: TRILOGY  

Syllabus: AQA 

This course has replaced Double Award Science and gives the student 2 GCSE’s at the end of the 2 

years.  It is also a linear course and all examinations are at the end of Year 11.  

Assessment 
There are 2 x 75 minute Biology papers, 2 x 75 minute Chemistry papers and 2 x 75 minute Physics 
papers.  Each paper is worth 16.7% of the GCSE and contains a mixture of multiple choice, 
structured, closed short answer, and open response questions. 

Subject content 

BIOLOGY 

1. Cell biology 

2. Organisation 

3. Infection and response 

4. Bioenergetics 

5. Homeostasis and response 

6. Inheritance, variation and evolution 

7. Ecology 

CHEMISTRY 

8. Atomic structure and the periodic table 

9. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 

10. Quantitative chemistry 

11. Chemical changes 

12. Energy changes 

13. The rate and extent of chemical change 

14. Organic chemistry 

15. Chemical analysis 

16. Chemistry of the atmosphere 

17. Using resources 

 



PHYSICS 

18. Forces 

19. Energy 

20. Waves 

21. Electricity 

22. Magnetism and electromagnetism 

23. Particle model of matter 

24. Atomic structure 

 

Practical work 

There are 16 required practicals that take place in class and these will be examined throughout all of 

the papers and make up 15% of the total marks. 

 

Careers Opportunities 

The career opportunities are the same as the separate Sciences.  A Level Science subjects can be 

studied with the Combined Science qualification.  If a student wishes to study more than 1 A Level 

Science subject it is recommended to choose separate Sciences. 

  



OPTION SUBJECTS 
 

In addition to the core, pupils will study FOUR optional subjects (their Options.) 

 For academic year 2018/19 these are: 

1. Art and Design – Fine Art 

2. Art and Design – Digital Photography 

3. Business GCSE 

4. Computer Science 

5. Design Technology 

6. Economics 

7. Food Preparation and Nutrition  

8. Further Maths 

9. Geography 

10. History 

11.  Modern Foreign Languages:  

a. French 

b. Spanish 

c. German 

12.  Music 

13.  Physical Education (PE) 

14.  Religious Studies 

15.  Textiles 

 

Details of these courses follow. 

  



ART and DESIGN – FINE ART 

 

Syllabus: AQA Fine Art GCSE Art and Design.   

 

A visit early to Tate St Ives and the Barbara Hepworth Museum and gardens, enables the pupils to 

experience art first hand and is an excellent way to start their art appreciation and understanding. A 

critical workshop is given by one of the Tate's Educational officers, bringing the current exhibition to 

life. Other visits are offered as they become available. 

Syllabus Aims 

To develop visual perception and understanding including the creative, imaginative and practical 

skills for working in art, craft and design. 

To develop visual literacy and an appreciation of the richness of our cultural heritage through 

practical and critical responses to achievement in art, craft and design. 

To develop the pupils aptitudes and interests and foster and encourage confidence, enthusiasm and 

a sense of achievement.  

Areas of Study 

Candidates are required to work in one or more area(s) of Fine Art, such as those listed below. They 

may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas: 

• Painting and drawing 

• Mixed media, including collage and assemblage 

• Sculpture 

• Land art 

• Installation 

• Printmaking: relief, intaglio, screen processes and lithography 

• Lens-based and/or light-based media and new media: film, television, animation, video and 

photography. 

Skills and Techniques 

Candidates will be expected to demonstrate skills and techniques in the context of their chosen 

area(s) of study within Fine Art: 

• making appropriate use of colour, line, tone, texture, shape and form 

• using different approaches to recording images, such as, observation, analysis, expression and 

imagination 

• showing in their work an understanding of the conventions of representational and abstract/non-

representational imagery and genres 



• investigating different ways of working, as appropriate to their chosen area(s) of study within Fine 

Art 

• providing evidence of an understanding of spatial qualities, composition, rhythm, scale and 

structure 

Assessment 

60% Coursework.  

Component 1: Portfolio 

It must include a sustained project evidencing the journey from the initial engagement to the 

realisation of intentions. It must also include a selection of further work undertaken during the 

pupil’s course of study. 

40% Terminal examination 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 

This is the examination part of the course. Pupils respond to their chosen starting point from an 

externally set assignment paper. They have preparation time and then 10 hours of Controlled Task 

time 

Requirements 

The most important requirements for GCSE Art is a genuine interest in the subject, enthusiasm, 

commitment and self motivation.  Pupils should be able to demonstrate some skills in the use of 

visual art materials. 

Further Studies and Career Opportunities 

A-Level, GNVQ and Foundation courses in art lead into diploma and degree level studies. 

Career opportunities could include: 

 Graphic Design 

 Art Therapy 

 Fashion Design 

 Interior Design 

 Ceramics 

 Sculpture 

 Theatre Set Design 

 Medical Illustration 

 Product Design 

 Art Conservation 

 Photography 

 Media and Publishing 

 Website Design 

 Special Effects Work 

 Floristry 

 Architecture 



 Exhibition and Gallery Management 

 Animation 

 Prop Making 

 Fashion/ Textile Design 

 Teaching  

 

 

 

  



ART and DESIGN - PHOTOGRAPHY 

Syllabus: AQA Art and Design – Photography; lens- based and light-based media  

 

Candidates will produce practical and 

critical/contextual work in one or more area(s) 

including themed-based photography (portrait, 

landscape, still-life, reportage), documentary 

photography, photo-journalism, narrative 

photography, experimental imagery, 

photographic installation, new media practice( 

to include Photoshop, computer manipulated 

photography.) 

 

Syllabus Aims 

Candidates should be introduced to a variety of experiences exploring a range of lens-based and 

light-based media, techniques and processes, including both traditional and new technologies. 

They should explore relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to lens-based and light-based 

media from the past and from recent times, including European and non–European examples which 

should be integral to the investigating and making process. Responses to these examples must be 

shown through practical and critical activities which demonstrate the candidates’ understanding of 

different styles, genres and traditions. 

Candidates should be aware of the four assessment objectives to be evidenced in the context of the 

content and skills presented, and of the importance of process as well as product. 

Candidates may use sketchbooks/workbooks/journals to support their work where appropriate.  

Candidates are required to integrate critical, practical and theoretical study in lens based and light-

based media that encourages direct engagement with original work and practice. Where direct 

engagement may not be possible, the expectation is that work should include appropriate and 

explicit critical study. 

Candidates will be expected to demonstrate practical skills in the context of specific chosen areas of 

study or any combined areas of study. 

Skills and Techniques 

Candidates will be expected to demonstrate skills and techniques in the context of their chosen 

area(s) of study within the use of photography: lens-based and light-based media as follows: 

• the ability to explore formal elements of visual language; line, form, colour, tone, pattern, texture, 

in the context of lens-based and light-based media 

• investigating different ways of working as appropriate to their chosen area (s) of study 



• responding to an issue, theme, concept or idea, or working to a design brief 

• showing in their work the use of viewpoint, composition, focus control, depth of field, movement 

and narrative 

• using appropriate techniques, technologies and equipment for recording images and lighting 

subjects within their chosen area 

• showing an understanding of the developing, printing, manipulation and production qualities of 

still and moving images where appropriate 

• understanding the value of working individually and as a member of a team within their chosen 

area 

• providing evidence of the use of safe working practices. 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Candidates must show a knowledge and understanding of: 

• how ideas, feelings and meanings are conveyed and interpreted in images, artefacts and products 

in their chosen area(s) of study in Photography: lens-based and light-based media 

• historical and contemporary developments and different styles and genres in relation to 

Photography: lens-based and light-based media 

• how images, artefacts and products relate to social, historical, vocational and cultural contexts 

• a variety of approaches, methods and intentions of contemporary and historical artists, 

craftspeople and designers from different cultures and their contribution to continuity and change in 

society within their chosen area(s) of study in Photography: lens-based and light-based media 

• a working vocabulary and knowledge of specialist terms relevant to their chosen area(s) of study 

within Photography: lens-based and light-based media. 

Assessment 

60% Coursework 

Component 1: Portfolio 

It must include a sustained project evidencing the journey from the initial engagement to the 

realisation of intentions. It must also include a selection of further work undertaken during the 

pupil’s course of study. 

40% Terminal Examination 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 

This is the examination part of the course. Pupils respond to their chosen starting point from an 

externally set assignment paper. They have preparation time and then 10 hours of Controlled Task 

time. 

 

 



Requirements 

The most important requirements for GCSE Photography is a genuine interest in the subject, 

enthusiasm, commitment and self motivation.  Pupils should be able to demonstrate some skills in 

the use of a digital camera and computers. 

Further Studies and Career Opportunities 

A-Level, GNVQ and Foundation courses in Photography lead into diploma and degree level studies. 

 

 Graphic Design 

 Art Therapy 

 Fashion Design 

 Interior Design 

 Ceramics 

 Sculpture 

 Theatre Set Design 

 Medical Illustration 

 Product Design 

 Art Conservation 

 Photography 

 Media  

 Publishing 

 Website Design 

 Special Effects Work 

 Floristry 

 Architecture 

 Gallery Manager 

 Animation 

 Prop Making 

 Fashion 

 Teaching 

 

 

 

 

  



GCSE Business 

The key features of OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Business will enable learners to develop: 

 An interest in business and entrepreneurial skills 

 Connections between theory and practice so that learners are able to apply their understanding of 

business to real organisations. 

 An informed approach that will help learners evaluate choices and decisions about their own 

future working lives. 

 Confidence in using both qualitative and quantitative data to make business decisions.  

 

 

Overview of the specification content 

 



COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Syllabus: OCR GCSE Computer Science  (9-1)  

 

Method of Assessment 

 
Why study GCSE Computer Science?  

 
This course is relevant in the modern and changing world of computer science.  With a clear progression 

into higher education, the course was designed after consultation with the British Computer Society, 

Computing at School and top universities.  It is a practical subject where learners can apply the knowledge 

and skills learned in the classroom to real-world problems. 

 

Further Education: 

These skills will be the best preparation for learners who want to go on to study Computer Science at AS 

and A level and beyond.  The qualification will also provide a good grounding for other subject areas that 

require computational thinking and analytical skills. 

 

Career Opportunities  

IT Consultant, Cyber Security Analyst, Forensic Computer Analyst, Web Developer, Multimedia 

programmer, Games Developer, Penetration Tester, Information systems manager, Machine Learning 



Engineer, Network Engineer, Database Administrator, Systems Analyst, Systems Developer, IT sales 

professional, IT Trainer, Teacher, Technical Author. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GCSE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

Syllabus: EDEXCEL GCSE (9-1)  

 

This is a new qualification that allows pupils to gain a GCSE in 

Design and Technology with 80% of the written exam focused on 

their material of specialism. The EDEXCEL course offers 6 

material areas: Metals, Papers and boards, Polymers, Systems, 

Textiles, or Timbers. The course provides opportunity to 

challenge design and to innovate in a situation where it is safe to 

test and refine ideas. The new Design and Technology 

qualification has more of an emphasis on the science and 

mathematical element of materials than it has for candidates in 

previous years.   

The course is designed to allow a natural transition from GCSE to AS/A level. It ensures clear 

progression of knowledge, understanding and design/making skills. Pupils with strong creative 

skills will have solid foundations, as well as a breadth of knowledge and understanding of a range 

of materials, to move confidently into AS and A level and become 

a specialist in their chosen field.  

The course is run over two years and is assessed on the new 1 – 9 

scale. There are two components to the course, one being a 

written exam, this accounting for 50% of the final GCSE and the 

other, a non-examined assessment accounting for another 50%. 

The non-examined component is internally assessed and 

externally moderated. 

Component 1 Component 2 
Component 1 Component 2 

 
Written exam, externally assessed 
• 1 hour and 45 minutes 
• 50% of qualification 
• 100 marks 

 
Non‐examined assessment, internally 
assessed 
and externally moderated 
• 50% of qualification 
• 100 marks 

 
The paper includes calculations, short‐open 
and open‐response questions, as well as 
extended writing 
questions focused on: 
 

 Analysis and evaluation of design 
decisions and outcomes, against a 
technical principle, for prototypes 
made by others. 

 

 
Three contextual challenges will be 
provided by the board on 1st June each 
year, from which pupils must choose one to 
respond to. 
 
Projects will be internally assessed and 
externally moderated. 
Pupils will produce a project which consists 
of a portfolio and a prototype. 
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 Analysis and evaluation of wider 
issues in design technology, including 
social, moral, ethical and 
environmental impacts. 

The portfolio will contain approximately 20 
to 30 sides of A3 paper (or electronic 
equivalent). 

 There are four parts to the assessment: 
Part 1: Investigate 
Part 2: Design 
Part 3: Make 
Part 4: Evaluate 

 

The course provides many skills that are not only beneficial to a future career in the Design and 

Technology industry but those for life. For many pupils the subject builds confidence, encouraging 

individuals to explore and examine the world, society and the moral and ethical values we live in 

today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



ECONOMICS  

Syllabus: OCR 

 

 

Wherever you looked in 2016 there was no escaping the news about Brexit, but what will this actually 

mean? How is such a decision going to affect our everyday lives as consumers and producers? If these are 

questions which interest you, then GCSE Economics could be the subject for you… 

OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Economics equips pupils with the skills and confidence to explore how consumers, 

producers and governments interact in markets nationally and internationally. It provides a well-rounded 

introduction to this subject and an excellent foundation for advanced study in Economics. 

Pupils will gain transferrable skills that will benefit them in their further study and employment: By learning 

how to use economic data from a range of sources, such as tables, charts and graphs, pupils will acquire 

the skills to make informed judgements and to communicate in a clear and concise way.  

By learning how to explain and evaluate economic problems and possible solutions, pupils will acquire a 

way of thinking as economists and develop a logical approach to thinking and reasoning. OCR’s GCSE (9–1) 

in Economics enables pupils to become better-informed and more responsible citizens, consumers and 

producers, by developing an awareness of the importance of the economic dimension to our lives. This will 

allow them to become more confident in the economic choices relating to their life and work.  

Assessment OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Economics is a fully linear course and consists of two mandatory 

components that are externally assessed. There will be two question papers assessing the two 

components. Each question paper will have 20 multiple choice questions and short case studies with 

related short and medium response questions as well the opportunity for extended writing (maximum of 6 

marks). 
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Both question papers will have questions assessing the some of the following quantitative skills:  

Calculations 

 calculation of percentages and percentage changes, including interest on savings  

 calculation of averages, including cost  

 calculation of totals, including revenue, costs and profit  

 calculation of income, including gross and net pay  

 

Construction of graphs  

 construction of graphs from data, including supply and demand curves 

 

Interpretation and use of quantitative data to support and justify economic decisions  

 interpretation and use of information from graphs and charts  

 interpretation and use of economic data, such as unemployment figures, exports and imports.  

 

Each question paper is worth 80 marks and 50% of the total available marks of 160. The time allowed for 

each question paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AQA FOOD PREPARATION and NUTRITION  

This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical cooking 

skills to ensure pupils develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working 

characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing pupils' practical cookery skills to 

give them a strong understanding of nutrition.   

Food preparation skills are integrated into five 

core topics:   

 Food, nutrition and health   

 Food science   

 Food safety   

 Food choice   

 Food provenance.   

The course will involve a good split of theory 

and practical based learning, with the practical 

sessions planned and structured in a way that 

underpin the theory element of the course. A 

good balance of theory and practical ensures 

the students enjoy the course with a good level of engagement throughout. The teaching of technical skills in food 

preparation also encourages confidence to challenge oneself with more complex cookery, of which we hope you also 

get to enjoy more frequently at home!  

Students will also complete Food Investigation and Food Preparation Tasks; these are in-depth detailed explorations 

of an exam type question relating to the topics listed above. In year 11 they will spend the majority of the year 

completing a Food Investigation and Food Preparation Task which will be submitted to the Exam Board, this is 

known as an NEA (Non-Exam Assessment). The Food Preparation Task involves a three dish practical to be 

completed in a timescale of three hours, this is supported through detailed planning. In the summer they will take an 

exam, details of which are provided below.  
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ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 

Paper 1: Food Preparation and Nutrition  
 
 

+ 

Non – Exam Assessment 

What’s Assessed 
 
Theoretical knowledge of food 
preparation and nutrition from sections 1 
to 5 

What’s Assessed 
 
Task 1: Food investigation (30 marks)   
 
Pupils' understanding of the working 
characteristics, functional and chemical 
properties of ingredients.   
 
Practical investigations are a compulsory 
element of this NEA task.   
 
Task 2: Food preparation assessment (70 
marks)   
Pupils' knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, 
presentation of food and application of 
nutrition related to the chosen task.   
 
Pupils will prepare, cook and present a menu of 
three dishes within a single period of no more 
than 3 hours, planning in advance how this will 
be achieved.   
 

How it's assessed   
 
Written examination:  
1 hour 45 minutes  100 marks  
GCSE  Questions   
 

How it's assessed   
Task 1: Written or electronic report (1,500–
2,000 words) including photographic evidence 
of the practical investigation.   
 
Task 2: Written or electronic portfolio 
including photographic evidence. 
Photographic evidence of the three final dishes 
must be included. 

Questions 
 
Multiple choice questions (20 marks)   
 
Five questions, each with a number of 
sub questions (80 marks)   
 

 

 

 

Upon completion of this course, pupils will be qualified to go 

on to further study, or embark on an apprenticeship or full 

time career in the catering or food industries.   
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Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics 

The AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Maths places an emphasis on higher order technical proficiency, 
rigorous argument and problem-solving skills. 

It gives high achieving students an introduction to AS level topics that will help them to develop 
skills in: 

 Algebra 
 Geometry 
 Calculus 
 Matrices 
 Trigonometry 
 Functions 
 Graphs.  

Assessment is linear:  

Paper 1 (non-calculator) is a 1 hour 30 minutes exam and carries 40 per cent of marks   

Paper 2 (calculator) is a 2 hour paper and carries 60 per cent of marks. 

This qualification is suitable for students who are expected to get grades 7, 8 or 9 in GCSE 
Mathematics and who are likely to progress to A-level study in Mathematics and possibly Further 
Mathematics. 

                                                                                                                             

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GEOGRAPHY 
 
Syllabus:   AQA Geography 8035 
 
"Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future" - Michael Palin 
 
Why study Geography? 

 Are you interested in the world all around you?   

 Do you want to be able to make informed decisions about    
where to work, where to live and where to go on holiday? 

 Are you concerned about the environment? 

 Do you want to develop skills you will find useful long after you 
have left school? 

 There has never been a better time to study Geography.  It 
leads to a qualification which links to many other subjects and is highly 
valued by employers. 
 

You will study: 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that pupils will sit all their examinations at the end of the course. 

The new syllabus is divided into 4 key sections. Two are content based and two are skills based. The skills 

based units replace the controlled assessment elements of previous courses. 

 
These are:  
 
 Living with the physical environment 

 The challenge of natural hazards 

 Physical landscapes in the UK 

 The living world 

 

Challenges in the human environment 

 Urban issues and challenges 

 The changing economic world 

 The challenge of resource management 

 

 

 

Geographical applications 

 Issue evaluation 

 Fieldwork skills 

 

Geographical skills 

 Cartographic skills 

 Statistical and numerical skills 

 Enquiry skills  

 

 

Fieldwork Investigation: 

During the course, Pupils need to undertake two geographical enquiries, each of which must include the 

use of primary data, collected as part of a fieldwork exercise. 

 



How is it assessed?  

Geography is assessed at the end of year 11 in three separate written papers. Controlled assessment has 

been replaced by paper 3, a skills paper.   

 
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment (1 hour and 30 mins – 35% of GCSE grade) 

 The challenge of natural hazards 

 Physical landscapes in the UK,  

 The living world,  

 Geographical skills 

 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment (Written paper 1 hour 30 minutes – 35% of the GCSE) 

 Urban issues and challenges,  

 The changing economic world,  

 The challenge of resource management,  

 Geographical skills 

 

Paper 3: Geographical applications (Written paper 1 hour – 30% of the GCSE) 

This paper uses pre released material which is studied in class and can be taken into the examination. It 

covers the following topics 

 Issue evaluation,  

 Fieldwork 

 Geographical skills 

 
Career Opportunities: 
 
For many jobs it is a real help if you have taken GCSE Geography.  Potential careers are diverse as 
Geography combines well with many other subjects. There is a huge choice of careers for geographers, 
including:  
 

 Town planner, 

 Climatologist, 

 Conservationist, 

 Volcanologist, 

 Surveyor, 

 Lawyer, 

 Cartographer, 

 Pollution analyst, 

 Hydrologist, 

 Geologist, 

 Architect, 

 International aid worker, 

 Disaster planner 

 Teacher 

 Armed forces 

 Crime analyst…and many more! 



 

HISTORY 
 
Syllabus:  AQA GCSE History (8145) 
 
 Why study History? 
 
‘The more you know about the past, the better prepared you 
are for the future’- Theodore Roosevelt 
 
Pupils with an interest in the past, and its influence on the 
present, will find this a varied and interesting course.  It 
provides an opportunity for personal research, discussion and 
debate.  A logical and enquiring mind and the ability to present 
ideas clearly are useful skills for the course. 
 
 
 
If you have enjoyed your History so far, the content of the 
GCSE is similar to the content studied at Key Stage 3.  
 

 

 
  
 

 The GCSE course also involves many of those key ideas we have studied such as : 
 

 How and why the past is interpreted differently.  

 How historians use sources to explain events. 

 How to question sources as to their reliability and content. 

 Providing explanations as to why people in the past acted and behaved as they did. 
 
 
An understanding of how the past shaped our world of today is of value throughout your life, but is 
also of use to almost any occupation. The ability to interpret and analyse, to think through and 
reflect on information received is of immense benefit in an ever changing world.  
 
 

   
 
GCSE History is a linear course which means that pupils will sit their examinations in Year 11 at the 
end of the course. 
 

These are some of the text 

books we will be using. 

 They have been approved by 

the examination board and 

students will have their own 

copies throughout their GCSE. 



 

Pupils will sit two examination papers. They are as follows; 
 
Paper 1 :  Understanding the Modern World 
 
Paper 2 :  Shaping the nation 
 
Both papers have 10 compulsory questions and last for one hour 45 minutes 
 
The History content that pupils will follow is as follows:  
 
Paper 1 :  Understanding the Modern World 
 
Germany 1890 to 1945 
 

This period study focuses on the development of Germany during a turbulent half century of change. 
It was a period of democracy and dictatorship – the development and collapse of democracy and the 
rise and fall of Nazism. Pupils will study the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of these 
two developments and the role ideas played in influencing change. They will also look at the role of 
key individuals and groups in shaping change and the impact the developments had on them. 
 
Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945 to 1972 

This wider world depth study enables pupils to understand the complex and diverse interests of 
different states and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It considers revolutionary 
movements during this time. It focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War and seeks to show 
how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the tensions which arose during 
the Cold War. This study also considers the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and 
how they were affected by and influenced international relations. 

Paper 2 :  Shaping the nation 
 
Norman England 1066-1100 and the Historic Environment 

This option allows pupils to study in depth the arrival of the Normans and the establishment of their 
rule. The depth study will focus on major aspects of Norman rule, considered from economic, 
religious, political, social and cultural standpoints of this period and arising contemporary and 
historical controversies. It also involves the study of a building linked to the period and will involve a 
visit to a similar building or setting. 

Britain: health and the people 1000 to the present day 

This thematic study will enable pupils to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health 
developed in Britain over a long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and 
consequences of short and long term developments, their impact on British society and how they 
were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods during which they took place. 
Although the focus of this study is the development of medicine and public health in Britain, it will 
draw on wider world developments that impacted on the core themes. Pupils will have the 
opportunity to see how some ideas and events in the wider world affected Britain and will promote 
the idea that key themes did not develop in isolation, but these ideas and events should be 
referenced in terms of their effects on the core theme for Britain and British people. 

  



 

MODERN LANGUAGES: FRENCH - SPANISH - GERMAN 

   

Syllabus: AQA GCSE 9-1 

 You may think that everybody in the world can speak English, but guess what: 

 220 million people speak French as their mother tongue 

 437 million people speak Spanish as their mother tongue 

 105 million people speak German as their mother tongue 

 

 If you think that learning a Foreign Language at a higher level is not important for a good 

career, well think again!  

 

 The British Council, which specialises in international cultural relations, warned that if the UK 

is to remain globally competitive in the wake of Brexit it needs more young people to be 

learning languages. “If the UK is to remain internationally competitive – particularly as we 

prepare to leave the EU – we need far more young people, not fewer, to be learning 

languages in schools and beyond. It's not enough to rely on English alone.” 

 

 Vicky Gough, schools adviser at the British Council, said:  

 “As the UK comes to reposition itself on the world stage, language skills 

matter now more than ever. And with the country already facing a 

languages shortfall, we must do everything we can to encourage more 

people to acquire these vital skills”. 

 “The reality is that speaking another language not only boosts job prospects 

but also enables you to connect with another culture”. 

 Pippa Morgan, CBI head of education and skills, said: “Language skills are often a valuable 

asset to businesses operating in a global marketplace and for those young people equipped 

with modern languages; it can open up real opportunities. 

 

 A Department for Education spokeswoman said: “Having the opportunity to study a 

language is an important part of the core academic education that will help young people 

gain the knowledge and understanding they need to compete in an increasingly global 

workplace”. 
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We use the AQA examination board and the examination consists of four separate skills: 

     

 Listening: 25% of the marks. Final examination. This involves listening to a range of material 

appropriate to the spoken language, requiring non-verbal responses or answers in English 

and French/Spanish/German.  

 Reading: 25% of the marks. Final examination. Candidates’ comprehension is tested by a 

variety of question types, requiring answers in English and French/Spanish/German or non-

verbally and a translation from French/Spanish/German into English.  

 Speaking: 25% of the marks. This will be conducted by the teacher, but marked by an AQA 

examiner. The speaking examination will include a role play, a photo card and general 

conversation which will last between 7-9 minutes (Foundation) or 10-12 minutes (Higher). 

 Writing: 25% of the marks. This is a written paper of either 1 hour (Foundation) or 1 hour 15 

minutes (Higher).  Tasks will involve writing a short message, a more extended structured 

written passage, a longer open ended task and a translation from English into 

French/Spanish/German. 

 

Pupils are entered at either Foundation or Higher level. 

 

 

 

Content - What will you study? 
The AQA specification includes three themes with subtopics as follows: 
 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 
Topic 1: Me, my family and friends 
Topic 2: Technology in everyday life 
Topic 3: Free-time activities 
Topic 4: Customs and festivals in French/Spanish-speaking countries/communities 
 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
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Topic 2: Social issues 
Topic 3: Global issues 
Topic 4: Travel and tourism 
 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 
Topic 1: My studies 
Topic 2: Life at school/college 
Topic 3: Education post-16 
Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions 
 
Year 9 will be viewed as a foundation year preparing students for their GCSE in terms of their 
grammatical skills, cultural awareness and topic work. 
By the end of Year 9 students will be expected to be able to express themselves using three time 
frames (past, present, future) and giving justified opinions. 
 
 
 
Career Opportunities 

A pass at GCSE level in a Modern Language is often required as a general qualification for many 

further education courses and careers, at College or University. Language skills are in demand and 

can be used in almost any career, particularly within businesses that trade internationally. 

Competence in a Modern Language is a most valuable asset to offer an employer. Professions 
directly related to languages include: 
 

 Interpreter 

 Teacher 

 Translator  
 
Other jobs where languages would be useful include: 
 

 Journalism 

 Diplomatic Service/Foreign Office 

 English as a foreign language teacher 

 International aid/development worker 

 Retail 

 Logistics and distribution manager 

 The travel industry 

 Marketing executive 

 Patent examiner 

 Sales executive 

 Tour manager 

 Foreign Departments of organisations such as: Banks, Insurance Companies and the Legal 
Profession.   

 Telecommunications and the Media 
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Although the French and Spanish courses are open to anyone, the acquisition of a language requires 

continued learning of vocabulary, grammar and verbs. In order to achieve a pass at GCSE level a 

pupil must be able to manipulate the language and use several tenses in the Speaking and the 

Writing examinations. 
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MUSIC 

Syllabus: Edexcel 

 

What is GCSE Music all about? 

 

GCSE music is about making and listening to music and is of interest to anyone who enjoys 

performing, composing or listening to music in a wide variety of musical styles. 

 

Although available to candidates of all musical abilities, this course provides invaluable background 

and support for the more advanced performers taking the higher grades.  

Will I enjoy this course? 

 

You will enjoy the course if you want to study a subject that 

 involves  even more performing 

 involves listening to a huge variety of different types and styles of music 

 involves composing music in any style you choose 

 gives you more opportunity to play or sing with others 

 gives you the opportunity to learn about and use music technology 

 
Core content 
 
There are three main areas covered in this GCSE: 

1. Performing music 
2. Composing music 
3. Appraising (listening to and analysing) music 

What will I study? 

 

In addition to learning about musical language and the organisation of sound, you will explore: 

 

Instrumental Music 

1700–1820  

 
J.S. Bach: 3rd Movement from Brandenburg Concerto no. 5 in D major  
L. van Beethoven: 1st Movement from Piano Sonata no. 8 in C minor 
‘Pathétique’  

Vocal Music  
 
H. Purcell: Music for a While 
Queen: Killer Queen (from the album ‘Sheer Heart Attack’)  

Music for Stage and 

Screen  

 
S. Schwartz: Defying Gravity (from the album of the cast recording of 
Wicked)  
J. Williams: Main title/rebel blockade runner (from the soundtrack to Star 
Wars Episode IV: A New Hope)  

Fusions  
 
Afro Celt Sound System: Release (from the album ‘Volume 2: Release’)  
Esperanza Spalding: Samba Em Preludio (from the album ‘Esperanza’)  

 

 



 

What will be assessed? 

 

1. There is one examination lasting 1 hour 45 minutes, when you will listen to music and 

answer questions based upon the extracts.  This is worth 40% of your final mark. 

2. You will play or sing one solo piece and one ensemble piece of your own choice, both of 

which will be teacher-assessed. This is worth 30% of your final mark.    

3. You will produce two compositions, the first of which will be to a Brief set by the 

examination board, and the second of which is a free composition.  This allows you to 

compose in a style that suits you. In total, these are worth 30% of your final mark. 

 

Component  Overview  Assessment  

Component 1  

Performing  

30% NEA  

2 performances  

Solo - minimum 1 piece - minimum 1 minute  

Ensemble - minimum 1 piece - minimum 1 minute  

Together total minimum of 4 minutes across the solo and 
ensemble pieces  

Minimum total 2 
pieces  

30 marks each  

Total of 60 marks  

Component 2  

Composing  

30% NEA  

2 compositions  

1 to set brief – minimum 1 minute  

1 free composition – minimum 1 minute  

Together total minimum of 3 minutes  

2 pieces 
30 marks each  

Total of 60 marks  

Component 3  

Appraising  

40% 
Examination  

4 Areas of Study with 2 Set Works each:  

• Instrumental Music 1700–1820  

• Vocal Music 

• Music for Stage and Screen 

• Fusions  

 

 

Career Opportunities: 

 Arts Administration 

 Broadcasting 

 Education 

 Libraries and Museums 

 Journalism  

 Publishing 

 Recording Companies 

 Music Therapy 

 Instrument Technology 

 Teaching (Primary Schools are particularly short of Music Specialists) 



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (8582) 

Syllabus: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582  

Why choose GCSE PE? Many employers from different sectors see a PE qualification as important 

and useful because of the skills learnt through PE: teamwork, communication, respect and a desire 

to succeed are all sought after attributes that are developed through GCSE PE. Candidates will also 

gain invaluable knowledge and understanding that will help them to lead a healthy life. 

The knowledge that candidates gain will be invaluable for those choosing to follow a Physical 

Education related career.  

Subject content  
1. Applied anatomy and physiology  
2. Movement analysis  
3. Physical training  
4. Use of data  
5. Sports psychology  
6. Socio-cultural influences  
7. Health, fitness and well-being 
 
Assessments 

Paper 1 The human body and movement in physical activity and sport 

What's assessed • Applied anatomy and physiology  
• Movement analysis  
• Physical training  
• Use of data 

How it's assessed • Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes 
•78 marks 
•30% of GCSE 

Questions • Answer all questions. 
• A mixture of multiple choice/objective test questions, short  
   answer questions and extended answer questions. 

 
 
 

Paper 2 Socio-cultural and well-being in physical activity and sport  

What's assessed • Sports psychology  
• Socio-cultural influences  
• Health, fitness and well-being  
• Use of data 

How it's assessed •Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes 
•78 marks  
• 30% of GCSE 

Questions • Answer all questions. 
• A mixture of multiple choice/objective test questions, short  
   answer questions and extended answer questions. 

 
 
 

Non-examination assessment Practical performance in physical activity and sport  

What's assessed •Practical performance in three different physical activities in the 
role of player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an 
individual activity and a third in either a team or in an individual 
activity).  
• Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about 
improvement in one activity. 

https://exchange.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=MIaiQo91fuqPX4aeoep3K3Oj0rLcQxkpS_h6Y8j2dLSLk2CUezXUCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAHEAYQAuAG8AcgBnAC4AdQBrAC8AcwB1AGIAagBlAGMAdABzAC8AcABoAHkAcwBpAGMAYQBsAC0AZQBkAHUAYwBhAHQAaQBvAG4ALwBnAGMAcwBlAC8AcABoAHkAcwBpAGMAYQBsAC0AZQBkAHUAYwBhAHQAaQBvAG4ALQA4ADUAOAAyAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aqa.org.uk%2fsubjects%2fphysical-education%2fgcse%2fphysical-education-8582


 

How it's assessed • Assessed by teachers  
• Moderated by AQA  
• 100 marks  
• 40% of GCSE 

Questions • For each of their three activities, pupils will be assessed in skills in 
progressive drills (10 marks per activity) and in the full context (15 
marks per activity). 
 • Pupils will be assessed on their analysis (15 marks) and 
evaluation (10 marks) of performance to bring about improvement 
in one activity. 

 

For list of all the activities that can be assessed please scan the following QR code or look at pages 
44-48 on the link at the top. 
 

 
Aims and outcomes of GCSE PE: 

 
 Be inspired, motivated and challenged, and enable pupils to make informed decisions about 

further learning opportunities and career pathways 

 Develop knowledge, understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain performance 
in physical activities and understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-being 

 Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical 
activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance 

 Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical 
activity and sport 

 Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and 
selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas 

 Develop pupils’ ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity 
and sport 

 Understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and 
well-being 

 Understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s involvement in physical 
activity and sport. 

 

Career Opportunities 

 

Physiotherapist, Referee/Umpire, Sports Manager, Sports Medic, Fitness instructor, Personal 

Trainer,  Dietician/Nutritionist; Coach, Teacher, Lecturer, Choreographer, Sports Administrator, 

Sports Psychologist, Professional Sportsperson, Sports Journalist, Biomechanist, Sports 

Photographer, Marketing (Leisure or Sport), Healthcare professional, Massage Therapist. 

 

  



 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 
Syllabus: Religious Studies A – AQA 

 
 

Do you enjoy discussing and 
debating some of the most important social and ethical issues in today’s world? 
Are you interested in what makes people ‘tick’?   
Do you want to find out more about the religions of the world?  
Are you interested in why some people believe in God but others don’t?  
Are you ready to investigate some of the fundamental questions of the human 
existence…. 

What happens when we die? 
Why do people suffer? 

Is there such a thing as evil? 
How should we behave? 

What is right and wrong? 
 
If you have answered ‘yes’ to these questions then RS is a subject you should consider for GCSE.  
 
Religious Studies is a highly respected academic subject that requires a mature approach and an 
enquiring mind.  It is an ideal subject for those people who hope to make their career in one of the 
caring professions: e.g. Medicine, Teaching, Police Force, Social Work or Law or for any student who 
enjoys learning about other people and wants to understand more about how people make ethical 
decisions. 
 
Pupils study Component 1: The study of religions; beliefs, teachings and practices. 
This involves in in depth study of Christianity and Islam. In particular it examines: 

 
Christianity 
Key beliefs:  What is God like? 
                      What happens when we die? 
                      Why do people pray? 
Practices:    Worship and festivals, Pilgrimage and the role of the Church in the 

community (for example the work of food banks and Street Pastors) 
Islam 
Key beliefs:   Differences between  Sunni Islam and Shi’a Islam 

                                       What is God like? 
                        Do we have freewill?    

          Who were the Prophets?  
           What is the Qur’an? 

Practices:  Worship, prayer, giving money to charity, Jihad, pilgrimage and fasting. 
 
Pupils also study component 2: Thematic Studies 
This unit involves the study of four religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes. Currently we 
study: 

Theme A: Relationships and families. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=fW/45lsd&id=249BA4831E40B48FB21D76BEE729E3F2E0C8F1DA&thid=OIP.fW_45lsdUatBrKNbjgoMEAHaHa&q=malala&simid=608044822913354498&selectedIndex=2
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=nKNXLe1q&id=8D73CC3BB34521653DDC0BADAE729BD32191B96C&thid=OIP.nKNXLe1q2n8aG7ePkYLpgAHaHW&q=desmond+tutu&simid=608053481561655498&selectedIndex=3


 

Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict.  

Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment.  

Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice 

Assessment is through two examination papers, each worth 50% of the GCSE 

 

The scheme of assessment is linear and both papers are taken at the end of the two year course. 

Pupils will learn to explain and evaluate religious and philosophical concepts and the exam paper 

features a series of questions starting with multiple choice and building up to longer 12 mark 

answers. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TEXTILES 
 

Syllabus: AQA Art and Design Textiles 

Course Structure 

Pupils choosing to opt for Textiles are entered for the AQA GCSE Art and Design (Textiles). The 

course is very flexible, allowing for pupils personal interests and preferences, which encourages a 

sustained and high level of interest. Pupils will learn a variety of textile techniques, be introduced to 

a wide range of textile artists and designers, and be encouraged to undertake observational work 

(drawings paintings and photos). 

Starting the course 

From September to December the pupils will have a sketchbook to show artists research and 

observational work and to mount up technique samples. It is hoped that by December this is a 

sketchbook bursting with inspiration, colour and is a visual feast! Much of the artists’ research and 

observational work is usually done outside of class time as homework, as the time spent in the 

Textiles room is generally devoted to exploring techniques and resources which can take time. Pupils 

will explore printing, free motion embroidery, batik, using unconventional materials such as tyvek 

and plastics, applique, quilting amongst other techniques. 

 

Assessments 

The qualification is in two parts. Pupils must complete both components.  

 

Component 1: Portfolio 

It must include a sustained project evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the realisation 

of intentions. It must also include a selection of further work undertaken during the pupil’s course of 

study. 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 

This is the examination part of the course; another project. Pupils respond to their chosen starting 

point from an externally set assignment paper. 

All worked is marked according to four Assessment Objectives: 

AO1-  Develop ideas 

 

Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 

understanding of sources. 

AO2- Refine ideas Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 

appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 

AO3- Record ideas 

 

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 

progresses. 

AO4-Present a response 

 

Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and 

demonstrates understanding of visual language. 

 

Component 1: Portfolio 

 

The starting point will vary from year to year, for example, ‘Natural object’, ‘Person’ and 

Environment’ are often suggested as themes. This gives a wide variety of scope for pupils  

to focus on ideas and themes they find personally inspiring. Pupils will address the four Assessment 



 

Objectives which form part of the GCSE, resulting in a final textile art piece. They will undertake 

observational drawing, research artists and designers, explore textile techniques and processes in a 

new sketchbook for this project and realise their work into a final piece to be completed during the 

Spring Term. Whilst tailor-made to candidates’ preferences, the coursework unit allows for 

continued learning beyond that which was covered in KS3. 

Pupils are also required to include further work which may be based on a variety of starting points, 

trials and experiments, responses to gallery or museum visits, or mini projects. All four Assessment 

Objectives are addressed at varying times during the Unit. They are used to inform candidates of 

expectations, but also to strongly support their own ideas. Lesson structure varies from the direct 

teaching of new techniques, to quiet research, observational drawing, experimentation and critical 

evaluation. By Year 11 a degree of maturity and professionalism is expected as they have to prove 

themselves independent thinkers by the time of the examination assignment. 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 

 

After the start of the new calendar year in Year 11, pupils are given their examination question 

paper which has seven different themes as a starting point. Candidates research their chosen 

question and fully prepare themselves for a 10 hour test which will take place at the end of the 

Spring Term. Teacher support at this stage becomes technical in recognition of examination 

guidelines and pupils are expected to draw on the experience of best practice from the past to 

produce their own work unaided. It is a very exciting time for pupils; much enjoyment is to be had at 

this stage as a high degree of autonomy is accorded to them. 

Results 

Since 2006 100% of candidates entered for this certificate have achieved A-C grades in their GCSE, 

including A and A* grades. 

GCSE course work may also be entered for the prestigious ISA Art Award. Textiles 

entries have won the under 16 category during recent years. 

The scope of the GCSE Textiles is wide ranging, allowing pupils to express their 

ideas and passions. For example, so far, pupils have chosen topics such as 

landscape, flowers, jewellery, family, cobwebs, fishing, cages, night, feathers, layers and in response 

have created garments, accessories and art pieces incorporating felting, free motion embroidery, 

screen printing, reverse appliqué, heat transfer. 

The Textiles Department is well stocked with a very varied selection of inspiring books and 

publications in the field of traditional and experimental textiles and fashion. These provide a rich and 

stimulating resource on which the pupils can draw. The department is able to supply a wide 

variety of resources for pupils, but they know that from the outset that some more 

specialised materials have to be sourced independently. 

Presentation of work remains a high priority; pupils are encouraged to emulate professional 

practice and to match the standards they admire in other artists and past A* pupils work. 

They elect whether to carry out preparatory work in sketchbooks or on separate sheets 

which they then mount in portfolios. To praise the success of candidates, an exhibition of 

their work is mounted at the beginning of the Summer Term. There is a tradition in the School for 

the Year 11 pupils to host a tea party on the viewing afternoon of the exhibition. This event always 

makes for a happy occasion where pupils celebrate their achievements with friends, parents, 

teachers and invited dignitaries. 


