20th September 2019

Weekly Roundup:
Edition 3
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
DEAR ST JOSEPH’S FAMILIES,
After another busy week, I am very pleased to see that the sun is shining and we are set for a lovely weekend. The
children certainly deserve it: they have achieved a great deal as they have proceeded, and down time is invaluable.
Any opportunity to take advantage of the outdoors as Autumn arrives is certainly to be taken.
This week marks 200 years since Keats wrote his Ode To Autumn on the 19th September 1819. With the season in
mind, I was delighted to walk to the Orchard to see Mrs Hampton and Mrs Ponting working with the 22 children
who came to this week’s Stay and Play together with their parents. This is a great opportunity for local pre-school
children to enjoy the outdoors here at St Joseph’s, and hugely enjoyed by all those in attendance.
This is a genuine example of the school working closely with the local community, and another example of the
benefits St Joseph’s brings to others beyond the school gates. Such elements are easily ignored in the current public
debate where independent schools are once again being used as a political football, often with little or no
meaningful understanding of the realities of what it is to be an independent school, and what such schools can
provide for the children in their care.
While behemoths such as Eton, Winchester and Harrow draw the opprobrium of many as targets for the purported
entrenched privilege that is held up as underpinning class division in Britain, this is simply not the case in the vast
majority of independent schools. I am acutely aware of the many sacrifices parents, and often several generations
of a family, make in order to place their children at St Joseph’s. What we offer is unique, and changes the lives of
many we are trusted to educate – and to educate in the broadest sense of the word. The need for schools such as
ours to exist will not be removed with the imposition of VAT on school fees, changes to business rates or enacting
the desires of action groups such Abolish Eton.
There is a clear and present need for the state sector to be properly funded. It is not right that too many state
schools are understaffed, under resourced and facing an onerous regime of inspection where children have, in the
views of many, become viewed as data sets, and not individuals. (As an aside, the lovely Michael Rosen sums up
much of the problem with excessive tests in his poem Don’t Mention the Children that he reads here.)
The difficulties the state sector and the many brilliant teachers who work there face will not, and cannot, be solved
with the adoption of the desires of Abolish Eton or similar measures. It is very difficult to see how transferring
assets from the biggest and wealthiest schools to public ownership will achieve any positive outcomes for anyone –
even disregarding the questionable legality of taking state possession of private property for political expediency
and the precedent such actions would set. With these issues being debated, perhaps it is time for another walk to
the Orchard, and to enjoy the arrival of the weekend: time for me to see whether “The redbreast whistles from a
garden-croft; And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.”
Mr Scott - Headteacher

Announcements
Flying Start For Reception Class!
The Reception Class have
made a flying start to their
time at St Joseph’s. They
have experienced many
lessons such as French, PE,
music and library with our
specialist Staff. They have
also made the most of our
lovely facilities by having fun
in the orchard and school hall
as well as down on the allweather pitch. Here they are
making the most of one of
our senior computer rooms
during one of their first IT
lessons. Well done Reception
Class.

Year 6 Science Lesson
This week in Science Year 6 had to prove that light travels in straight lines. They worked hard and were successful
in their task! Well done Year 6.

Chess Club
On Wednesday the Junior School children enjoyed Chess Club outside in the afternoon sunshine. Mr Scott was
delighted with the number of children keen to enjoy a game. Many thanks to Mr Harris who helps with the
chess club – it is great to have parents involved as much as possible.

Year 7 Teambuilding Day
Our new Year 7 classes spent the day on Thursday at North Devon Wake Park. They enjoyed trying out the
different activities on offer. This is a key part of Year 7 transition and really helps build the team spirit that is
essential in any year group. St Joseph’s ethos of care, compassion and community in action!

Year One Storytelling…..

Year 1 have settled into their
new classes extremely well this
term. Yesterday they all
enjoyed making story maps
about a lost toy. Super
storytelling Year 1, and what
lovely smiles the all have. Well
done Mrs Kemp for making
learning at this critical time in
their development such fun.

D
Year 2 Visit to Lawrence House Museum
The Year 2 children very much enjoyed their first trip to the Lawrence House Museum last week. They
particularly enjoyed exploring the toy room. The children were able to play with the doll’s house and get
some ideas for the doll’s house that they are going to make as a class. They also enjoyed finding out what a
Victorian bedroom and kitchen looked like. Many thanks to our lovely museum guide, Judith, who was very
!
happy to explain everything and answer lots of questions.

Documents Uploaded to the Portal this week:

Pre-Prep Construction Club

Congratulations to Demelza Hallett and Lili
Shaw on passing their Grade 1 Ballet Exam!

Stars of the Week:
(Week from 15th – 20th September)
KS1:
KS2:
KS3: Rosennwynn Bacon and Sarah Morcom
KS4: Georgina Hawke
Well done to you all!

Year 10 English – An Inspector Calls.
Year 10 English completing a sorting activity where they ranked different characters from the play An Inspector Calls
according to different criteria, for example, the most powerful characters, who is most to blame for the death in the
play. Characters were being pinned on our ‘washing line’ in the groups chosen order. There was much debate as to
where each character should be ranked.

Year 9 Further Maths
Year 9 further maths students have been looking at probability and testing the Monty Hall problem. The problem
gets its name from the TV game show 'Let's make a deal' where contestants are given the opportunity to select one
closed door of three, behind one of which is a prize. The game show host will open one of the other 2 doors,
revealing that it does not contain the prize. You then have the option to switch your selection, or stay with your
original choice. The question is 'Does it matter if you switch?' They found switching doubled your chances of winning.

Blue Sky Club

Our first club was spent under
the beautiful blue sky whilst we
decorated the playground with
chalk!

School Trips Information
Senior School
Year Group
7-11
10-11
10
11
11

Trip
Ski
An Inspector Calls
Tate St Ives
Ibounce, Bodmin
Art College

Date of trip
14-21 Dec 19
3 Mar 20
25 Sep 19
27 Sep 19
9 Oct 19

Cost
£340.00
£16.50
£15.00
£6.00
0

Payment Due
13 Sep
17 Sep
20 Sep
25 Sep
n/a

Junior School
Year Group
5-6

Trip
PGL

Date
13-15 May 20

Cost
£85 dep / £185 full

Payment Due
18/9

Can all payments (cash or cheque) please be given in to the Front Office in a sealed envelope. Any cheques should
be made payable to St Joseph’s School unless otherwise stated. BACs transfers are also welcome for trip over the
amount of £10.00; these details can be found on the original letter.

Documents loaded to Parent Portal this week:
Subject
Ibounce Year 11 - 2019 Trip
Year 7 iPad letter 2019
Menu 23.09.19
CAT tests 2019
Book Sale for Juniors
Parent kit sponsor
St Joseph's Senior Pupil Acceptable
Use Policy2019
Individual School Photographs Letter
2019
Cake competition_EDL_letter_2019
Year 11 Plymouth College of Art Trip 9
October 2019
Head lice letter
Year 10 Tate St Ives Trip 25 Sept 2019
Passengers Sept 2019-20 Bus 4 Bude
Alans Holsworthy Bus
Passengers Sept 2019-20 7 Callington
St Joseph Junior School Flu
Immunisation 2019
Year 1 Newsletter Autumn 1 2019
Orchard Open Evening 2019

Document Type
School Trips
Important
Reference
Weekly Menu
School Letter
Events
School Letter
School Letter

Year Groups involved
Year 11
Year 7

Sent on
20 Sep 2019
20 Sep 2019

Whole School
Years 4 and 6
Whole School
Whole School
Year 7

20 Sep 2019
20 Sep 2019
20 Sep 2019
20 Sep 2019
20 Sep 2019

School Letter

Whole School

18 Sep 2019

Events
School Trips

Whole School
Year 11

18 Sep 2019
18 Sep 2019

School Letter
School Trips
Buses
Buses
Buses

Junior School
Year 10
Selected pupils
Selected pupils
Selected pupils

17 Sep 2019
17 Sep 2019
17 Sep 2019
17 Sep 2019
17 Sep 2019

Medical

Junior School

17 Sep 2019

Junior Topic
Web/Newsletter
Events

Year 1

16 Sep 2019

Junior School

16 Sep 2019

Notices Uploaded to portal this week:
Subject

Year Groups involved

ibounce Year 11 - 2019 Trip 27 September
Year 7 ipad letter and St Joseph's Senior Pupil Acceptable Use Policy 2019
James Brobin Tennis lesson fees - Now overdue
James Brobin Tennis Lesson Timetable and invoice details for Autumn Term
2019
Coffee Morning Update- Thank you to everyone for your cake and generous
donations. We have raised over £120.00 today for such a important cause
year 4 and 6 CATs letter 2019
Book Sale event for Junior school Pupils 2nd and 4th October - Donations
Please
Parent Kit Sponsor Letter
Individual School Photographs 8 October 2019
September 26 Sep European Day of Languages
Junior School Head lice letter
Year 10 Tate St Ives Trip 25 Sept 2019
Year 11 Plymouth College of Art Trip 9 October 2019
Re: Updated bus details with effect from Wednesday 18 Sept 2019 - Alans
Holsworthy Bus
Update bus details with effect from Wednesday 18 Sept - Passengers Sept
2019-20 Bus 4 Bude
Updated bus details with effect from Wednesday 18 Sept 2019 - Alans
Holsworthy Bus
UPDATED WITH EFFECT FROM MONDAY 23 SEPT - Passengers and stops
Sept 2019- Bus 7 - Callington
St Joseph Junior School Flu Immunisation 2019
REMINDER - Senior School Year 8 (Girls and Boys) and Year 9 (Girls)
immunisations (HPV immunisation) Thursday 26th September
Junior School - Orchard Open Evening 2019 4 October 2019

Year 11
Year 7
Selected Pupils
Selected pupils

20/09/2019
20/09/2019
20/09/2019
20/09/2019

Sent On

Whole School

20/09/2019

Years 4 and 6
Whole School

20/09/2019
20/09/2019

Whole School
Whole School
Whole School
Junior School
Year 10
Year 11
Selected Pupils

20/09/2019
18/09/2019
18/09/2019
17/09/2019
17/09/2019
17/9/19
17/09/2019

Selected Pupils

17/09/2019

Selected pupils

17/09/2019

Selected Pupils

17/09/2019

Junior School
Year 8 and 9

17/09/2019
17/09/2019

Junior School

16/09/2019

