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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 5 2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the end of Wek 5: the wind has been blowing, the rain has been rain falling and Autumn has well 

and truly arrived. The pages of this update tell you just what we have accomplished this week, and that is even 

without mention of the Governors’ monitoring visit that took place this Wednesday. 

The Governors have a crucial part to play in the life of the school. They have oversight and ultimate responsibil-

ity for all that takes place here, although much of this is then devolved to the Head and Bursar, and so then to 

the staff who make the school what it is. The take on this responsibility voluntarily, and they do so with great 

skill and understanding, focusing on the strategic direction of the school. 

One of the decisions with the biggest impact on the current Senior School was that to become co-educational, a 

decision that saw the first mixed cohort start their St Joseph’s journey in September 2010. This was taken by a 

Board that predated my time at the school, under the Chairmanship of Mr John Marshall. Today I attended Mr 

Marshall’s funeral service at St Mary’s in Launceston, and was privileged to hear the beautiful eulogy written by 

his daughter Sarah Marshall, whose sons Nico and Eddie are St Joseph’s alumni. John was described as a giant of 

a man, despite his stature, and it was the warmth of his welcome I remember from the first time I met him, on a 

cold November day, when I came to St Joseph's for interview in 2010. 

Much has changed since that time, and the success of the Senior School, and the mix of boys and girls that belies 

its single-sex history, shows the wisdom of the decision taken by Mr Marshall’s board. Without that decision, St 

Joseph’s may very well not exist in 2019. I remember the warmth of John’s greeting at Prize Giving this summer, 

when he was in remission, unfailingly positive, and so very, very proud to see Nico complete his St Jo’s journey 

from Nursery to graduating as a very successful Year 11 pupil. 

Our thoughts as a school this week are with Sarah, Nico, Eddie and all of John’s family.  

The life of the school, as ever, continues to move forward, and I know all of those associated with St Joseph’s, 

past and present, have a genuine sense of pride in the achievements of the pupils contained both in these pages 

and far beyond.  

This afternoon we shall be in the Orchard, enjoying the Junior School open afternoon, and I am looking forward 

to helping current and future St Joseph’s pupils make their pine cone owls. The excitement of the children and 

the skill of the staff in bringing such events to fruition is at the heart of the school. The care, compassion and 

community shown is far more important to the spirit of the school than the bricks and mortar within which we 

work. We are fortunate to have Governors, both past and present, who appreciate that this is the case. 

Have a great weekend, 

Oliver Scott 

Headteacher 
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

School Photographs—Tuesday 8th October 

School photographs will be taking place next week and we would ask that the pupils come in to school in the 

winter uniform which is as follows:  

Reception:    

Girls:  Blue Roll Neck Pullover, Pinafore Dress, Navy V-Neck Jumper with Logo, Navy tights, Black Polishable 

Shoes  

Boys:  Blue Roll Neck Pullover, Grey Trousers, Navy V-Neck Jumper with Logo, Grey Socks, Black Polishable 

Shoes  

Year 1 & 2:    

Girls: Blue Roll Neck Pullover, Pinafore Dress, Navy V-Neck Jumper with Logo, Navy tights, Black Polishable 

Shoes, Flannel Blazer with Logo  

Boys:  Blue Roll Neck Pullover, Grey Trousers, Navy V-Neck Jumper with Logo, Grey Socks, Black Polishable 

Shoes, Flannel Blazer with Logo  

Year 3 – 6:    

Girls:  Blue Long Sleeve Blouse, Blue Tartan Kilt, Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo, Navy tights, Black Polishable 

Shoes, Flannel Blazer with Logo  

Boys:  Long Sleeve Blue Shirt, Navy V-Neck Jumper with Logo, Grey Trousers, School Tie, Grey Socks, Black Pol-

ishable Shoes, Flannel Blazer with Logo  

Years 7 – 11:    

Girls:  ¾ Length Blue Fitted Blouse, Blue Tartan Kilt (Yr 10/11 Straight Skirt if desired), Blue V-Neck Jumper with 

Logo, Black tights, Black Polishable Shoes, SENIOR Blazer with Logo   

Boys: Long Sleeve Blue Shirt, Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo, Grey Trousers, School Tie, Grey Socks, Black Pol-

ishable Shoes, SENIOR Blazer with Logo.  

           

Reception Class News……. 

 

 

Mrs Hampton is so proud of the wonderful Reception 
Class today. Only a couple of weeks in to their first 
term at school and they were all able to write all their 
backwards letters on their own this morning during our 
Letters and Sounds session. Wow Reception Class! Fan-
tastic work! 
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Stars of the Week  

(30th September—4th  

October ) 

KS1:  Liberty Zak 

KS2: Maia Williams 

KS3: Joshua Biggadike 

KS4: Kellen Lincoln, Arlen Morrell-Davies 

and Nathan Brent 

Well done to you all!  

 
This week in Reception Class we will be talking 
about eyes, vision and looking. We have 
already turned the role play corner into an 
Opticians. The children have been making eye 
test charts and taking it in turns to try on and 
buy glasses. Fantastic work Reception Class!  

 

EYE EYE…. 

Kaiserschmarrn anyone….. 
Year 9 enjoyed following a traditional Austrian recipe to make “Kaiserschmarrn”, a delicious pancake style dish, 
in their German lesson this morning (Wednesday). They especially enjoyed presenting and tasting what they 
made ...there were no leftovers at all! 

 
 

Lost Property 

Can all parents/carers please keep an eye out for 

lost property that may have found its way into PE 

bags.  In particular, Zack Hopkins’ Sondico Boot 

Bag which has his boots and gum shield inside. 
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Some interesting neutralization experiments have been 

conducted in Year 7 Science this week….. 

YEAR 7 SCIENCE 

An Inspector Calls…… 

In English this week Year 10 were busy creating top trump cards for the characters in the play An Inspector Calls. 
We discussed what rating categories we would use and came up with: 
remorse, power, responsibility, morals and status. We then debated the 
number rating we would give each character and why, all the time   
making links to specific detail in the text. 
 
 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  5 

 

Science in action: putting a bang into assembly! 

Yesterday children in years 2 – 5 were lucky enough to take part in a special scientific assembly all about gases 
organised by our talented STEM expert Mrs Skerry. The assembly was led by Professor Tim Harrison from Bristol 
University, who brought science to life, much to the excitement of all those in attendance.  

The children were enthralled by the many experiments that took place, and the sounds of their amazement and 
excitement echoed through the school. Scientific treats included exploding hydrogen balloons; Professor Tim 
somehow showering in liquid nitrogen at -196 degrees; chemical solutions dramatically changing colour in spec-
tacular fashion and even frothy foaming beakers brimming with dry ice employed to test the children’s observa-
tion skills.  

 

It was a fantastic afternoon  and we hope it has inspired many young scientist for the future. Thank you to Mrs 
Skerry for her work with the Primary Science Teacher’s Trust: it is through her expertise that this superb organi-
sation provided us with resources to host the event. Science in action – just what the doctor – or even professor 
–  ordered. 
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Harvest Festival – gathering in the fruits of the children’s labour 

In what was a wonderful Junior School occasion, last week parents, grandparents and friends gathered to en-
joy a wonderful Junior School Harvest Festival last week. Children throughout the Junior School performed 
poems they had written, shared pictures of their favourite fruits and sang songs of harvest to this very special, 
and very proud, audience. As always they were fantastic and of course everyone enjoyed the classic song ‘Big 
red combine harvester’. All involved with the Junior School and the wider St Joseph’s community are incredibly 
proud of all our children and each time they perform to an audience it seems to get better and better. We are 
now looking forward with real excitement to the Christmas Productions! 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Launceston Food Bank. They are extremely grateful for the gener-
osity shown in supporting those so desperately in need of all that was donated across the school. A big thank 
you goes to Dylan, our Junior charity prefect who helped to organise the collection. Fabulous to see, particu-
larly as he only joined the school in September. Well done to Mrs Houghton and all those involved in baking 
the beautiful harvest loaf as well as to the indefatigable Mrs Smith for producing such an event in the few 
short weeks since we returned in September. 
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Year 5 and 6 celebrated National Poetry Day by going to the 
orchard together to write and illustrate Haiku. 

NATIONAL POETRY DAY 
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PREFECT NEWS……. 

With the beginning of another school year, a new prefect team has been selected with various roles including 

peer mentors (Ruby Allin and James Mathews) Charity prefects (Nathan Brent and Pippi Harris) and a variety 

of other areas for those Year 11s at the top of the school to be involved.  

This year we have been selected as marketing media prefects. We are both very happy to have been given this 

role and we are looking forward to taking on the challenges associated with this position for the coming year, 

working closely with Miss Walker and the SMT to bring you updates for the weekly newsletter, website and 

social media pages.  

This week we spoke to Head Girl, Chloe Smith  

‘My name is Chloe and I am delighted to have been given the opportunity of being Head Girl. I have been at 

this school all the way through since I was 3 years old and I have loved every moment. I am so glad to now be 

a part of the prefect team and to give the rest of my fellow pupils a voice, and see what I can do to help the 

school grow in the upcoming year.’  

We would like to introduce you to our Head Pupils for 2019-2020. 

Head Boy: Kellen Lincoln 

Head Girl: Chloe Smith 

Deputy Head Boy: William Stoppard 

Deputy Head Girl: Issy Thorns  

 

 

 

We look forward to keeping you informed over the coming year! With thanks, Joel Cutler and Ellie Tucker. 

Marketing Prefects 2019-2020.  
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School Trips 

 

Portal Notices 

Year Group Trip Date of Trip Cost Payment 

11 Art College 9 Oct 19 0 n/a 

5-6 PGL 13-15 May £85 dep / £185 full 18/9 

9 Gothic Horror 17 Oct 9.00 11/9 

Documents uploaded to portal this week: 

 
 

Notices sent out since this week: 

 

Subject Document Year Groups Sent on 

PTA Christmas Cards and gifts letter School letter Whole School 04 Oct 2019 

Year 4 Davidstow Trip letter 2019 School Trips Year 4 04 Oct 2019 

St Endellion Book Festival 10 October 2019 School Trips Selected Yr 4/5 
and 6 pupils 

04 Oct 2019 

Ten tors first letter Events Year 9 and 10 03 Oct 2019 

Poster for family workshop Launc Oct 19 Events Whole School 02 Oct 2019 

Typed full List of Fun Palaces poster 2019 Events Whole School 02 Oct 2019 

NSPCC assemblies Events Junior School 01 Oct 2019 

NSPCC and o2 invite Events Whole School 01 Oct 2019 

Subject 
Year Groups 
involved Sent On 

PTA Christmas Cards and gifts letter Whole School 04/10/2019 

Year 4 Davidstow Trip letter 2019 Year 4 04/10/2019 

Invite to - St Endellion Book Festival 10 October 2019 Selected Yr 4/5 
and 6 pupils 

04/10/2019 

There will be No Speech and Drama Lessons next Friday with 
Lucy Gordon-Clark (11 October) this lesson will be caught up 
with after half term. 

Junior School 04/10/2019 

Ten Tors first walk and expression of interest to take part for 
Ten Tors 2020- Please see attached letter 

Year 9 and 10 03/10/2019 

TEAM LIST - Wednesday 9 October - U9 Rugby and Netball v 
Shebbear Both Fixtures at Shebbear 

Selected Pupils 03/10/2019 

O2 and NSPCC E-safety Evening Whole School 01/10/2019 

NSPCC assemblies and Parent Workshops Tuesday 8th Octo-
ber at 3:45 in the hall 

Junior School 01/10/2019 

https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=3GCeD8LKsk%23BeAmcg%2fRuEQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=v%2foX0MBL2RwOHArfQPw6ag%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=kcauXoXadH%2fd9XMrL7TCbA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=CFb6TEwAE4GewSRPXlYTfg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=D4LCAjyd%23%23iwXspAqOxW2w%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=LYY8wJARBW4xXd4bZpAS7g%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=WEks1tniPVVhR1IpSuOXsw%3d%3d
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$PageContent$gvNotices','Sort$Subject')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$PageContent$gvNotices','Sort$dateSent')
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=A9W%2f7UQYW5YgwdSzjT%2fXtg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=WO6dtq5wI89VMeTfHM8JHQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=zk9QM7WURzvON0EDjTYFXA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=zk9QM7WURzvON0EDjTYFXA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=zk9QM7WURzvON0EDjTYFXA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=886mrJYzH1gYjyCd9C9oYg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=886mrJYzH1gYjyCd9C9oYg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=Dih76F3DlQ5cmVGb%2fIouvQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=Dih76F3DlQ5cmVGb%2fIouvQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=r%23Uq43Q6mRszJ1TMfFHY0A%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=OPak7B6Z%23KW4A513W6nKyQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=OPak7B6Z%23KW4A513W6nKyQ%3d%3d
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Calling all Volunteers: Do come along to the next PTA meeting on the 15th of October 

at 14:30pm for next stage of planning for the Christmas Fayre! 

Look out for raffle tickets coming home soon and do check the Portal for your letter 

about the  PTA Personalised Christmas Gifts—the box for completed orders is in the 

office. 


