WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 15
2019/2020
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,

I am very pleased with all that has been achieved in a very exciting week—both in terms of the amount
that has taken place and our battles with some extremely inclement weather. Thank you for your
forbearance as this has put extra pressure on car parking and the cancellation of Stay and Play, but I am
hoping we will be heading towards better weather before long.
This week has seen further work with the redevelopment of our DT and changing rooms, and despite
the weather the blockwork is beginning to rise for the second floor extension above the current
changing rooms. When complete, we will have brand new girls’ changing rooms on the second floor,
and new boys’ changing on the bottom floor. With the removal of the wall on the second floor and the
existing layout being redesigned, including a ground floor PE office and large second floor classroom for
the Senior School, it will bring a very welcome change with exciting possibilities for the children.
By bringing the changing rooms up to spec, we will have facilities the children can be proud of—though I
make no guarantees as to the safe return of the endless PE socks that I am all too aware go missing on a
regular basis! Having the PE office and classroom in close proximity to the changing rooms, and
separate first and second floor access for boys and girls changing rooms, close supervision of this area
will be greatly improved .
In other news, Mr Turner and Mrs Yilmaz will be with us for the rest of the term working with the Senior
School pupils, and I have been delighted with the work they are both accomplishing. Miss van de Merwe
has also started in the Senior School as our new SENCo—please see the notice at the end of the
newsletter about the opportunity to come and meet the SEN department on the 31st January.
Finally, please do look at my letter this week with regards the PTA meeting dates: we have the AGM on
the 28th July at 2:30, and a Parent Forum that evening at 6pm if any parents wish to meet then and
share their thoughts in an informal environment.
Do have a wonderful weekend, and I look forward to seeing many of you on Monday morning. Please
don’t hesitate to chat to Mr Matthews or I in the morning if there is anything you wish to raise at the
start of the day—as ever, communication is essential to any good school.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations…..
A big congratulations to Harry and Ruby
who both received a Junior School Head
Teacher's Commendation for their outstanding work in the community over
Christmas. They both gave up their time
on Christmas day to support the charity
work of 'Into Bodmin'. They helped
serve Christmas lunch, played games
and spent quality time with others who
may have otherwise spent their Christmas Day alone. We are very proud of
the fantastic work they have done in
helping others, well done!

Jurassic at St Joseph’s…….
Year 6 enjoyed being palaeontologists this week. They had to excavate dinosaurs and then use reference materials to identify what they had found.
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Year 11 English—Great Expectations
Mrs Diffey’s year 11 class started their revision of the novel
Great Expectations by mapping the character links using 3D
models made with marshmallows and skewers. Each marshmallow represented a character and Students wrote the links between them on post it notes but soon found the task wasn’t as
easy as it sounded as there were 16 key characters to factor in!
Only a few marshmallows were eaten during the lesson!

Stars of the Week
13th—17th January)
KS1: Dylan Scott
KS2: Lowenna Harris
KS3: Jack Joshua,
Melissa Age
Phoebe Pascoe
Thomas Harris
Eddie Cartwright
Thomas Roddy
KS4: Diesel Crossley
Well done to you all!

Good Luck……..
Good luck to Year 9 students Liam Brent,
Ben Laatz, Leia Parkhouse, Abby Potts and
Thomas Roddy, who are attending Royal Institution Mathematics masterclasses at the
University of Plymouth on Saturday mornings throughout the Spring term.

NEW FEATURE: Senior School Core Subjects Weekly Wonders :
English: Will Collings. For his fantastic attitude to learning and
his focus on improving his performance in the subject. He
always tries his best.
Maths: Mae Moore
Science: Evie Mogford
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Romeo and Juliet
Two households, both alike in dignity
In fair Verona, where we lay our scene
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny…..
And so begins the play Romeo and Juliet. But what
was the ‘ancient grudge’ that so divided the houses
Capulet and Montague? We never find out in the
play so in our Year 9 English lessons we decided to
script and film our version of what caused the argument between the families. We considered wealth,
status and power as a starting point and ended up
with some creative versions of the catalyst for the
feud.

of

Year 1 Science
Y1 are learning about
habitats in science. We
collected wood lice from
the garden last week
and today we set up a
‘choice chamber’. Which
habitat will the wood
lice like best? Ask a Year
1 to find out!
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The Great
St Joseph’s
Bake off…….

This Week, Reception Class and Year 1 have
been busy little bakers! They have been
baking Chocolate Brick Cake They enjoyed weighing and mixing the ingredients
together and using their hands to make the
brick like pattern. Angus read the instructions and told us it would take around 45
minutes to bake!

Mr Potato Head

Congratulations…..

As part of our weekly computing sessions, year one have
been learning to create algorithms to make Mr Potato
Head. They quickly learned that
you have to give very precise
instructions or he looks rather
funny!

Well done to all who played in the
ISA South West U11 and U13 netball tournament on Wednesday
15th January. The team took part
in a jam packed day of matches
and made vast improvements
throughout. Congratulations to the
U13 team who cam joint second.
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Maths STEM Day
Tuesday saw Our Year 8 students, as well as a team of
6 Year 7 students, take part in the Faraday challenge
day run by the Institute of Engineering Technology.
Students were in
6 teams for the
day and had to
tackle an Engineering problem
set by Airbus.
They took the problem from initial design to producing a working prototype,
analysing and making changes to improve their design and finally giving a
presentation evaluating the successes of their projects and areas for further
improvement.

Everyone worked extremely well throughout. Miss McLean was pleased to see
everyone having a role within individual teams and everyone contributing to the
presentations at the end of the day. This was a tough challenge where students
faced accepting failure as a key part of engineering solutions to real life problems. Everyone rose to that challenge and there was a competitive atmosphere
throughout.

After a hard fought competition, Thomas Harris, Phoebe
Pascoe, Melissa Age, Jack Joshua and Eddie Cartwright
were the winning team. Well done to all students for being such fantastic ambassadors of St Joseph’s and for being excellent engineers!

SENCo Coffee Morning
We would like to invite any Yr 6 and Senior School parents to come in for a
Coffee Morning on the 31st of January 2020 between 8:30 and 10:30 to meet
the new Senior School SENCo. You will also have an opportunity to briefly discuss any concerns or queries relating to your child/children’s SEN (Special Education Needs) with her. If you are unable to attend at this time and would like
to arrange an alternative meeting with her, please let us know.
In order for us to arrange refreshments for the morning, we would greatly appreciate it if you could confirm your
attendance by Wednesday 29th January on the Reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk e-mail.
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Portal Notices
Documents uploaded to portal this week:

Subject

Document Type

Year Groups involved

Sent on

menu 20.01.20

Weekly Menu

Whole School

17 Jan 2020

Mary Poppins Poster 2020

Music

Selected Performing Pupils

17 Jan 2020

Mary Poppins Ticket Letter to performers
North Cornwall Festival of Music and
Dance Masterclass 19 Feb 2020
January PTA dates letter Spring 2020

Music

Selected Performing Pupils

17 Jan 2020

Music

Whole School

15 Jan 2020

School Letter

Whole School

15 Jan 2020

year 7 maths masterclass trip letter

School Trips

Selected Yr 7

15 Jan 2020

Notices sent out this week:

Subject
Thursday 30 Jan 2020 - 7/8 Football and Netball v Polwhele House @ St Josephs
Wednesday 29 Jan - U11 Football and Netball v
Shebbear @ St Josephs
28 January 2020 - Year 9/10 Netball v Kingsley at St.
Joseph's
Tuesday 21 Jan 2020 - U12 & U14 Netball v Shebbear at
Shebbear College
German student exhange details

Year Groups involved
Year 7 and 8

Sent On
17/01/2020

Key Stage 2 pupils

17/01/2020

Yr 9 and 10 girls

17/01/2020

Yr 7 and 8 Girls

17/01/2020

Selected German class pupils

17/01/2020

Mary Poppins Ticket Letter to performers

Selected Performing Pupils

17/01/2020

North Cornwall Festival of Music and Dance Masterclass

Selected Performing Pupils

15/01/2020

January PTA dates letter 2020

Whole School

15/01/2020

Important Message in regard to the National ISA Cross

Selected Pupils

15/01/2020

year 7 maths masterclass trip letter Monday 20 January

Selected Pupils

15/01/2020

Friday after school club Plymouth Argyle Payment for

Selected Pupils

14/01/2020

Wadebridge Music Festival Cups need to be engraved
and returned to school by Friday 24 Jan to prepare for

Selected Pupils

14/01/2020

Team List and Route Map - SW ISA Cross country Junior

Selected Pupils

13/01/2020

Updated PM Bus timings for Bus 3 (Camelford/
Wadebridge) as from tonight 13 Jan 2020

Selected Pupils

13/01/2020
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