WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 22
2019/2020
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,

And that was the week that was—a quite remarkable one too. I have just
finished and sent the latest update with regards Coronavirus Covid-19, please do
take the time to read through this. In short, we have cancelled all events at
school for the rest of the term that involve external visitors, as well as looking at
cutting back on trips significantly for reasons outlined in the letter. We have also
moved ahead with our preparation plans for the eventuality of forced closure,
something that remains a real possibility, although not something that we are
advised is imminent.
At the moment we are preparing for any eventuality. We have discussed this
with all staff, and today I was hugely impressed with the reaction of staff and
Seniors to planning for this (more of which in my letter.)
However, not everything is Corona related, much as it may see to be. The pages
of this newsletter tell that story, and of how well we keep on going. We had a
brilliant day today with Open Day (no handshaking, visitors using hand sanitiser
on arrival) and with Sports Relief. Well done to all who took part in the Interhouse triathlon—with the bear crawl on the grass as Mr Brown sprayed pupils
with the sprinkler as an unusual twist on the swimming element of the race.
The week also started with Holly Fanshawe, former pupil and current Teaching
Assistant in Seniors, taking her first assembly, ably supported by Mrs Green. Her
theme was International Women’s Day, and it brought a wonderful focus on the
great achievements of the women they had chosen as role models.
It brought to my mind Maya Angelou, the fabulous American poet, singer,
memoirist, and civil rights activist who I first encountered when studying at
university in Tennessee, some years ago now. To mark International Women’s
day, I thought I’d share with you her poem Phenomenal Woman.
We want the girls and young women we teach to walk with heads unbowed, and
to face the world with confidence but compassion, and to take their places as
leaders and as strong independent adults in the world when their time comes.
But first, to enjoy their days as St Joseph’s students.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott

Pretty women wonder where my secret lies.
I'm not cute or built to suit a fashion model's size
But when I start to tell them,
They think I'm telling lies.
I say,
It's in the reach of my arms
The span of my hips,
The stride of my step,
The curl of my lips.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.
I walk into a room
Just as cool as you please,
And to a man,
The fellows stand or
Fall down on their knees.
Then they swarm around me,
A hive of honey bees.
I say,
It's the fire in my eyes,
And the flash of my teeth,
The swing in my waist,
And the joy in my feet.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.
Men themselves have wondered
What they see in me.
They try so much
But they can't touch
My inner mystery.
When I try to show them
They say they still can't see.
I say,
It's in the arch of my back,
The sun of my smile,
The ride of my breasts,
The grace of my style.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.
Now you understand
Just why my head's not bowed.
I don't shout or jump about
Or have to talk real loud.
When you see me passing
It ought to make you proud.
I say,
It's in the click of my heels,
The bend of my hair,
the palm of my hand,
The need of my care,
'Cause I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Craft Club

Science Week

The Key Stage 1 Craft Club have been getting
creative with clay this week. They had some amazing
ideas from the Titanic to a ballerina doing the splits!

Reception and Year 1 spent the afternoon exploring
sound. How it gets to our ears and then to our brain.
We made cup and string ‘telephones’ and experimented with how to make them work best. The children gave each other instructions through the telephones to check they were really working. Well done
Reception and Year 1.

PTA Family Quiz
Thank you to everyone who attended the
PTA Family Quiz on Friday evening, it was
brilliant event with a wonderful
atmosphere. Thank you to Steve for being a
fantastic Quiz Master, to Glenda for hosting
the movie night and thank you to The
Countrymen (half of them) who made a
surprise performance and had everyone up
singing! Congratulations to Rafferty's
Revenge who came away with the St
Joseph's Quiz Cup! Thank you to the PTA
team who organised the event and ran the
bar. The Family Quiz night made an
impressive £413 for the PTA.

The PTA have recently funded 2 new
outdoor table tennis tables and purchased
new garden tools for the Outdoor School.

The next PTA event is the Easter Bingo taking
place during lunchtimes on Monday 23rd
March.
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Mary Poppins

We are in full production mode for the Senior School Musical of Mary Poppins! The Year 9 students
have been working hard painting sets which look fantastic!
Tickets are still available for Mary Poppins and can be booked by the link below ☂️
https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/life-at-stj/mary-poppins-2020/
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May Bank Holiday Reminder…..

A reminder; the May Bank Holiday is now Friday
8th May 2020 and not Monday 4th

Stars of the
Week

May. This change was made Nationally to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day

9th—13th March
KS1: Megan Scott

The Dancing Tiger

KS2: John Hosking

This week Year 1 are enjoying the story of The Dancing Tiger.
Here is our very own dancing tiger, Charlie, who answered the
children’s questions very creatively. Well done Charlie!

KS3: Daisy Dougan
KS4: Archie King

Well done to you all!

Senior School Core Subjects
Weekly Wonders:
English: Max Quinn for excellent effort in
English and great work with Mrs Read. Very
focussed.

Maths: Liv Collings for outstanding progress.

Science: Mair Attwell for her amusing use of
scientific ideas/terminology

SENCo Coffee Morning—save the date……
Our next coffee morning will be held on Friday 20th March for Senior
School Parents to come and have a chat with the SEN Team. The focus
will be on supporting exam prep at home as well as strategies for anxiety linked to exams.
In order for us to arrange refreshments for the morning, we would
greatly appreciate it if you could confirm your attendance by Wednesday 18th March on the reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk e-mail.
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Wadebridge Festival of Music and Speech

We are delighted to celebrate our wonderful competitors who all took part in the Wadebridge Festival of
Music and Speech last week. Each year, competitors are invited to compete in a friendly environment
against other students from around the local area. It is a fantastic opportunity for students to perform in
another venue but also to receive such helpful feedback from prestigious adjudicators. As you can see,
our St Joseph's students did very well indeed. We are very much looking forward to putting more students
forward for classes in this Festival in 2021. Watch this space, and well done for everyone who took part.
Missing from the group photo, Rosy, Sophie, Phoebe, Eliza-Jayne and Ruby.
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Science Week
For British Science week, Years 2 and 3 were asked to think about the
following questions:
Are slugs important?
Are they superheroes or baddies?

First they sorted and learnt some facts about
slugs, such as ‘Slugs use slime to help them travel
around. It helps them to glide across rough
surfaces, even pieces of glass and razor blades!’
We then all headed off to the orchard in the rain
to hunt for slugs! We used magnifying glasses to
study them and identify some of the different
parts, such as, the breathing hole and tentacles.
Finally some of the children acted out a food
chain starting with grass being eaten by a slug,
the slug is then eaten by a thrush and that in turn
is eaten by a top predator, a sparrow hawk. We
discussed and demonstrated what might happen
if slug pellets are used and enter the food chain.

By the end of the investigations the children
were thinking much more favourably about
slugs and were able to understand, that like all
living things on our diverse planet, that slugs
have an important role to play.

Well done years 2 and 3 for being such super slug scientists!
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School Uniform
There are a number of school uniform items missing including PE and swimming kit that may have been misplaced
into other pupils’ bags—could parents please check their children's bags for any such items. These can be handed
in to Reception and they will be reunited with their owners.
In addition, a number of thrift shop items (PE socks, swim hats, shorts etc.) have been loaned to pupils but have
not yet been returned. Could parents also look out for these items and return them to Reception as soon as
possible.
Many thanks.

Portal Notices
Documents uploaded to Portal this week:

Subject

Document Type

Year Groups
involved

Sent on

COVID-19 Coronavirus update letter 13032020

School Letter

Whole School

13 Mar 2020

Ten Tors 1 night camp letter

School Trips

Selected Pupils

13 Mar 2020

Science week gallery

Events

Junior School

11 Mar 2020

Headlice-Threadworm and Ringworm March 2020

School Letter

Whole School

10 Mar 2020

Year 11 Maths-Physics Masterclass AGT Trip March 2020

School Trips

Selected Pupils

10 Mar 2020

CampusMap

School Trips

Selected Pupils

10 Mar 2020

student letter and consent form maths and physics masterclass

School Trips

Selected Pupils

10 Mar 2020

COVID-19 Coronavirus update letter 10032020 (002)

School Letter

Whole School

10 Mar 2020

Notices sent out this week:
Year Groups involved

Sent On

CANCELLED - Due to recent recommendations on the COVID-19: Year 11 Go Karting Letter 2020 We are hoping to rearrange at a later time
COVID-19 Coronavirus update letter 13032020

Year 11

13/03/2020

Whole School

13/03/2020

REMINDER - Senior School SEN Coffee Morning - Fri 20 March 08:30 am - Looking forward to
seeing you there
Ten Tors 1 night camp letter

Senior School &
Year 6
Selected Pupils

13/03/2020

Team List - Wednesday 18 March - U9 Football and Netball v Shebbear @ Shebbear

Selected Pupils

11/03/2020

Junior School - Science week gallery Monday 16 March 2020

Junior School

11/03/2020

Headlice-Threadworm and Ringworm March 2020

Whole School

10/03/2020

Year 11 Maths-Physics Masterclass AGT Trip 18th March 2020

Selected Pupils

10/03/2020

COVID-19 Coronavirus update letter 10032020 (002)

Whole School

10/03/2020

Subject

13/03/2020
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