WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 24—2019/2020
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
As we come to the most unusual end of term imaginable, I would like to congratulate you all on your first week
managing distance learning as well as balancing your own busy lives. Now take a moment to congratulate
yourselves: whatever you did, you did your best, and you did it your way, with your children, to work with your
lives. The children are not at school, they are at home, and it is most definitely OK to make sure that this new
reality works for you in your own circumstances.
Teachers are becoming masters of distance learning, , new digital platforms and ways of delivering, and receiving,
content at breakneck speeds. Parents are doing wonderful jobs, however they are adapting to the new normal. It
is important to remember perfect is not possible, and that ‘good enough’ parenting and working with the
children is really, meaningfully, that: good enough.
We are happy knowing the children we teach are safe, and are working in their own ways. This will be
dramatically different for a Year to a Reception child, for a Year 3 compared to a Year 9, and will even look very
different for two children even in the same year group. As parents, there is no need to compare yourselves with
what may be happening elsewhere, or with other children: your child is unique, and so this experience will be just
that for them—unique.
As teachers we know that we need to work in many different ways with many different children, and there is for
us the advantage that the children’s expectations are necessarily different when they arrive at school to when
they are at home. That is also OK. They are used to home as a place to relax, to play, to have fun—and it is to
your credit as parents that you have made it so (notwithstanding battles over homework perhaps). It requires a
significant shift for them to move their way of working to a home setting—although some will love the regularity
some form of timetable brings, more so in Seniors.
Please remember when looking at resources with Junior pupils that they are for you to use as you see fit. You do
not need to do everything—and taking learning where it leads is exciting—and can take you far from a ‘lesson
plan’ when in a classroom, and often leading to some of the most exciting learning. If you have more than one
child at home, it’s fine to do one activity with them all—I can recommend Mrs Skerry’s science as whole family
activities, for example.
Some of you won’t have time to spend lots with the children as you are working on your own businesses, as key
workers or much else besides. That is also OK—and please don’t feel there is additional pressure to be a perfect
‘home schooler’ as there is not that from the school. You have not chosen to electively home educate: we are all
acting due to outside forces, and everyone, without exception, deserves immense credit for all they have
achieved.
Take a moment to breathe. Enjoy the sunshine. Be proud of your selves, and of your children. Remember that we
are living through exceptional times, and that you are all managing exceptionally. Please be in touch if we can
help: we are still a school, even if we are, for now, further apart by circumstance but not by choice.
With best wishes,
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Year 4 Trains Project
This term Year 4
students have been
studying trains and last
week completed their
own (fully moving)
motorised trains which
they built themselves.
Great work Year 4! Here
John and Joseph show
just what they have
achieved.

Learning a new skill….Teresa Toulouse
Touch Typing Challenge
Learning to touch type was probably one of the most time saving things I learned to do as a
student. It takes a few hours of practice every week. So this is an ideal time to learn!
I’m challenging all students to learn to touch type confidently (without looking at the keys!) and I
promise you it will save you hours of time in the future.
You can sign in to https://www.typingclub.com with your Offce365 email address or if you’re in
Computer Club and have your login details you can use this link: https://stjoescc.typingclub.com,

Good luck!

Twig Bridges…..
Mrs Skerry set her Year 4 a STEM challenge:
Can you build a bridge that allows a toy car to
travel from one end to the other?

Here is Demelza's fantastic twig bridge. Did
you do the challenge? Share your bridges
with us!

Even if you are not in Year 4 why not have a
go at this today? Let us know how you get
on!
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Year 6 Recycling and Upcycling Projects

Kobe has started his upcycling project. He has
made planters out of old bottles. He’s going to
finish them and then plant some seeds so
eventually the hedgehog will have some
prickles. Great work Kobe - we’re looking
forward to seeing the finished product.

Erin has made a money saver, pen pot and basil
pot all from used containers.

Guess the Staff member……

Just for a bit of fun, can you guess
who these staff members are? To
make things slightly easier, one is a
Senior School teacher (right) and
the other is a Junior School
teacher (left).

Answers will be in the next edition of the newsletter.

Coaches Corner
I would just like to take this opportunity to wish all parents, pupils and staff at St Joseph’s School good health and
happiness during this uncertain time.
Looking forward to getting back on court in the very near future. Tennis will resume when school starts back up.
Best wishes
James Brobin
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Something to do at home…...
For those who are studying Humanities subjects or for those who are interested in Humanities, there are two
online resources we could recommend. Artsandculture google.com allows you to view various cultural sites and
museums from your sofa! If you visit the British Museum on it you can walk around all their rooms and view most
exhibits. Check the BM Facebook page for a link.
The British Library has put their whole map collection online and it is possible to use an augmented reality version
via the sketchfab app.

Helping out in the community

Mastering modern technology….

Thomas in Y6 has been doing some volunteering this week
helping his mum get vital information letters ready and sent
out for vulnerable residents in Callington.
He’s also been cracking on with his lessons and sending in
some great work.

Mrs Diffey is mastering online teaching and has
even worked out how to send unicorn themed
online praise; what is there not to love?

Riddle Corner
1. What word looks the same upside down and
backwards at the same time?
2. What has no beginning, middle or end?

Answers will be in the next edition of the newsletter.

Year 9 Further Maths
Some light relief from textbook work for Year 9 Further Maths. These are Ben Hunt’s (left) and Liam Brent’s (a
family of) Sonobe cubes
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Stars of the Week

Some DIY ideas for play

23rd—27th March
KS1 & KS2: Staff cannot single anyone out—they think
ALL parents and children should be Stars of the Week for
how they have coped with the changes! Give yourselves
a pat on the back one and all!
KS3: George Darwall, Libby Davey, Thomas
Harris, Aiden Getson & Tobias Stoppard
KS4: Kellen Lincoln & Will Stoppard

Take a break…...
Here’s a suggestion for a quick workout—sorry for those of you
who have longer names!!
Time how long it takes for you to spell out your name—
hopefully it will get faster each time.
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Thank you…..
...to everyone for sending in photographs and ideas for this newsletter. Over the next few pages are pictures from
you all working hard at home. Please do keep the pictures coming and let us know how you are all doing. Please
send your pictures to cat.gowan@stjosephscornwall.co.uk

Working from home…..

Hello from everyone in Reception Class. We are working
very hard and learning about lots of new places to study…..

Very smart learning Carson…...
Carson had to build a bridge for his Stem challenge, it did not collapse!!

He is missing school so much he has put his uniform on and as the sun is out he
has gone for summer uniform
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Hello from Year 1

Bryony is doing
her brother’s
homework too?

Elsie is busy with her Maths

Charlie has opted for
smart dress for
“school” today…
Love the bow tie!!!

Arthur has been making his
trees from natural materials.

Year 2
Emily has been a
busy bee
completing her
home school
work.
Keep up the
great work
Emily.

Megan’s super chick made from a recycled egg
box—brilliant work Megan.
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Well done Eva and Eliza-Jayne—you are both looking
very professional….

Staff are busy too…….

Reception Class tadpole release…

Last week Reception Class were all involved in the
release of some tadpoles.
They all enjoyed the opportunity to get some fresh air
and time out of the classroom.
Can anyone guess who’s work this is?
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Maths Masterclass
This term 6 year 9 students have been attending Saturday morning maths
masterclasses at the University of Plymouth. They have explored the
Fibonacci sequence and the golden ratio; Non-Euclidean geometry and
used origami to construct Columbus cubes and Sonobe cubes (see earlier
article for examples of the Sonobe Cubes). They have shown a keen
interest in enriching their mathematics. Well done to Benjamin Laatz,
Liam Brent, Thomas Roddy, Leia Parkhouse, Abby Potts and Ollie
Cameron.

UKMT Daily Challenge
Here’s one for our pupils who enjoy a maths challenge…….or maybe even our parents?
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One for the older audience maybe……

Can you guess the “figures of speech”?
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Shadow shapes...here’s one to try in the better weather.

Art Ideas

Birthday Corner….

Y1 are being inspired by the artist Andy
Goldsworthy to create ‘site specific art’. Here
is a lovely example from Hetty. Check out the
blueberry raindrops!

There are a number of pupils who have had birthdays this
week. Happy Birthday—we are sorry that you could not
celebrate them here at St Joseph’s with your class mates.

Daisy-May Dougan
Harvey Holmes
Zara Marshall
Maia Williams
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Spirited Arts...
Year 7 and 8 are working on their entries for the national Spirited Arts competition. Ben Hodgson has chosen the
theme 'Holy Text' and produced this brilliant piece of art in response.

Here we can see
the youngest
member of St
Jo’s enjoying his
home learning
whilst dressed as
a pirate…..
Well done Mrs
Hampton, Biff
and Chip are
keeping him
happy!

Natural Beauty….
This was taken by our
own Mr Knight…..
If you have any
pictures you would
like to send in “just
because”….then
please feel free to do
so, so that we can
share them with the
rest of the school
community.
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And finally—a word from our Chair of Governors:
Dear Parents and Pupils,
I wanted to thank you all for your support and kind words during this unprecedented
time.
I know that Mr Scott and all the staff have very much appreciated your understanding and
patience as schooling has moved online as requested by the Government.
The Board of Governors have been monitoring the situation carefully and working closely
with Mr Scott to ensure the school has everything it needs to ensure the best possible
provision.
As I applauded the NHS workers last night I also thought of all the other members of our
society who are pulling together to make sure we limit the impact of this terrible virus.
Stay safe all of you and I look forward to the day we all return to, hopefully, a better normal when we continue to fully appreciate those who support us in our day to day lives.
With very best wishes
Sue Rowe

Chair of Governors

A view
from
Mrs
Rowe’s
morning
walk...

and one from Mr Scott’s. Kernow bys vyken indeed.
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Keep In Touch:
Twitter:
School @stjosephschool
PE Department @PE_StJosephs
Mr Scott @headatstjos
Mr H Matthews @hforresterm

Follow the school’s Facebook page—we will be updating this
regularly
We have a YouTube channel: find us at
youtube@stjosephscornwall.co.uk—password will be sent to
all parents shortly as this is a work in progress
Find us on Instagram; Miss Walker will be keeping this updated

Plus we are working on enhancing the Pupil Portal, looking at
JigSaw and actively continuing with Microsoft Teams as well as
exploring all options to make sure we continue to remain in
touch. Please email subject and class teachers if you need.
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