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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 28 

2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

As the sun continues to shine here in the beautiful  South West, there is a time for us all to appreciate just how 

fortunate we are to live where we do, and to have the opportunities we have. Spring is a wonderful time of 

renewal and of hope, and making sure we take the time to enjoy this during our daily lives, even if on a limited 

and socially distanced walk, is so important. 

It is even more essential in these days where so much else has changed, though as ever there are so many 

positives to find. Stories such as that of Captain Tom Moore’s 100th birthday walk, which at the time of writing 

has raised £28,639,757, are astounding. People have shown such generosity of spirit in everything from 

volunteering to help those socially isolating to supporting vulnerable neighbours and the now weekly claps to 

showing support for NHS staff and those at in the frontline working with Covid-19 patients. 

The human spirit is a remarkable thing, and the speed with which we have adapted to the new normal has been 

quite remarkable. Parents, pupils and staff have worked incredibly hard to adapt in all elements of daily life. 

Endeavouring to have three children working remotely as well as having full time jobs is something we share with 

so many families, and slow home broadband, printing, providing endless snacks, sorting sibling ‘disputes,’ getting 

more snacks, and so much more besides are a challenge for everyone. 

Seeing staff adapt in the way they have has been inspirational, and seeing the long hours spent planning, 

preparing, marking, uploading, working on Teams, preparing resources on Portal and via YouTube is a source of 

great pride at the adaptability, resilience and determination to do the best for the children that mark out our 

teaching staff. 

It is also an opportunity. Making a period of time this morning to work on the measuring and pouring tasks Mrs 

Hampton set, and seeing what my son can now do after a short time in Reception with his exciting writing (spoiler 

alert: good thinking Gingerbread man!) just reinforces why I, like you, choose St Joseph's for my children.  

Thank you for your support, and for keeping in touch with staff here and asking questions when things don’t go 

well with the technology. Mr Matthews is writing more, but of some issues we have seen: please do use the pupil 

portal and not parent portal for your children—it is much easier to access there. Do log out fully of one 365 

account before logging in to another—an error I have made. If a PowerPoint does not open easily on an iPad, do 

try opening as a KeyNote. Many of you will know these things—we are all becoming ever more tech savvy now.  

On which not, if you wish to see a light hearted whistle-stop tour of the Senior School set to something I wrote as 
a Senior School assembly this week to go to our school YouTube channel here https://youtu.be/B03ZG9AJBBE . 
It is the weekend—have fun, and ‘see’ you all next week. 
 
With best wishes, 

Mr Scott 

  

https://youtu.be/B03ZG9AJBBE
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Words From Mr Matthews...And Mr Matthews 

Dear Junior School parents, 

Well I can’t quite believe Friday has come around already and we have finished the first week of 

Summer Term. Thank you all for the incredible effort in getting a completely new learning system up 

and running in such a short space of time. As I write, I can see the teachers checking in and welcoming 

our children into their virtual classes and everyone is eager to get going on today’s learning. 

Although we are not together on this sunny Friday, there is a real sense of St Joseph’s spirit, love and 

community shown by the whole school. Our children have conducted themselves amazingly in their 

online communications and I am so proud of each and every one of you. You have offered help to your 

classmates (and teachers), you have worked hard and very importantly you have adapted to a huge 

change, showing great resilience and determination to succeed. Well done all of you.   

Thank you also to all parents, grandparents, friends and family who have been patient and supportive to 

ensure we are able to continue to provide excellent academic and social learning experiences to all. 

Even when the internet drops out for the fifth time in a morning, you have your own work meetings and 

you feel like just putting the laptop in the bin. (You are not alone in this!) 

For those that can, the weekend now brings time for a break from the home learning and another 

chance to spend time together as a family, enjoy the sunshine and have a well-earned break. And to our 

Key worker families who may not get to have a break over the weekend, thank you for the incredible 

work you are doing.  

Have a great weekend!  

Mr H Matthews  

 'Senior Remote Learning' -  

Dear Senior School Parents, 

Pupils and staff have been busy collaboratively working remotely this week. It is a different way of 

working, and not our preferred way as we want the children back as soon as possible, however we are 

very pleased with how it has gone this week. Tutors have had video calls with their forms, and Daniella 

has even shown her lambs to all in her tutor group!  

There have been many highlights. We would love all pupils to 'post' on TEAMS more, even just a 'hi', just 

to keep communication with teachers and peers. If you have any comments regarding remote learning 

this week; please email Mr Matthews, Mrs Gardner or Mrs Paton. Thank you for all your continued 

support. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mr S Matthews 
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Supporting our NHS 

Dylan and Bobby were clapping their hands in      

Pikachu costumes up and down the drive way while 

cheering for NHS staff. The first time they did this, 

they used saucepans and wooden spoons but this 

time boys decided to flap the wheelie bin lids! Mum 

added that there was great atmosphere in their  

community that night and even greater to see her 

boys going through the lockdown with fun spirit and 

style.  

 

 

Carson and his little sister Chyanne were ready to 

clap last week to support and appreciate the NHS. 

Carson’s big sister Amber made the t-shirts for them. 
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Guess the Staff member…… 
 

What did Hubble see on your birthday? 

Hubble explores the universe 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. That means it has 
observed some fascinating cosmic wonder every day of the year, including on 
your birthday. 

What did Hubble look at on your birthday? Enter the month and date below to 
find out! 

Then share the results with your friends on social media using #Hubble30. 

https://www.nasa.gov/content/goddard/what-did-hubble-see-on-your-birthday  

 

This week is a Staff member 

from the Junior School. 

 

Answer for last week’s pictures 

Senior Teacher:  Miss McLean 

Well done Lili….. 

Lili has been helping her Mum make masks for 

local keyworkers who’ve asked for them.  They are 

being made for free as both Lili and her Mum 

want to do what they can to help. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme update 

 

 

 

 

We want every young person to have every chance to 

complete their #DofE https://twitter.com/DofE 

which is why we’re introducing temporary programme 

changes to support our Leaders and participants, both 

during and after the lockdown. 

 

https://twitter.com/DofE 

#DofEWithADifference https://twitter.com/DofE 

https://www.nasa.gov/content/goddard/what-did-hubble-see-on-your-birthday
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Riddle Corner 

1. What can’t be used until broken? 

2. What has many keys but can’t open any 

doors? 

3. What has 4 legs but only one foot? 

 

 

Answers from last week 

1. I am a seed with 3 letters in my name. Take 

away the last 2 and I still sound the same. What 

am I?  A pea 

 

2. What number do you get when you multiply all 

of the numbers on a telephone key pad? Zero 

 

3. What do you serve that you can't eat? A tennis 

ball 

 

 

Remember if you are having any 

problems with Portal, Teams or  

accessing work please email us  

on  

portalsupport@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

We are here to help you and your  

children navigate this new way of  

learning.  

 

 

Happy Birthday To You!  

Many Happy Returns to the following pupils who have had birthdays this 

week and over the coming weekend!  

 

Liam Brent 

Kezia Getson 

Lowenna Harris 

Lydia Stone 
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Congratulations to Erin and Jake….. 

Erin and Jake have just received their Green Blue Peter 

Badge as they helped to plant 200 trees.  Well done on your 

fantastic achievement. 

 

Textiles Tiny Worlds 

Year 7 have been making very interesting tiny 

worlds in a cup for Textiles over the holidays with 

excellent inventive thinking and very good sewing 

skills! 

 

Oscar 

Erin 

Sonocubes continued……. 

We published some pictures of sonocubes some weeks ago 

in Edition 24 of this newsletter however they have since 

grown…... 

This latest edition to 

the family was made 

by Thomas Roddy 

over the Easter break 

and it took him 7 

hours. Wow!! 

Pizza making! 

Millie and Oscar enjoyed making pizza for lunch today using 

the recipe from last weeks’ newsletter.  
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Keeping Active 

 

Jude and Edward have been   

enjoying their PE sessions      

together in their own homes via 

FaceTime. Well done boys this is 

excellent to see. Keep up the 

good work.  

Artwork from Eva 

Eva in Year 5 has produced some amazing 

artwork.  Well done Eva! 

DT Project 

Thomas in Year 9, was challenged to design an item of PPE for 

someone working in the frontline of the Covid-19 crisis and this 

was what he came up with: 

 

 

 

Thank you…..to everyone for sending in photographs and ideas for your school          

newsletter.  The pictures are amazing and we have been inspired by what you are all doing 

at home to keep busy and adapting to a different way of life.  Please do keep the pictures 

coming and let us know how you are all doing. Please send your pictures and stories to 

news@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

Mr Fraser was very impressed—well done Thomas! 

Guess the year answers 

1. Choir Picture - 2009  2. Children in Need  -  2015  3. Staff versus Year 11 Football  - 2017 
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 There are two workouts from Miss Hemingway on our social media pages, 

have you tried them yet? We look forward to next week’s challenge! 


