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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 30 

2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

 
As we come to the Bank Holiday weekend, I cannot help but be impressed by the continued hard work put in by 
students across the school. It has been lovely to see just how well pupils are working, and that they are making 
sure that they are making very good use of their time—both with work that is set, and also the many other 
opportunities they are taking while the world is much quieter. 
 
When I look at what pupils are producing, and the high quality teaching that is going on across the school, I am 
very pleased how we are working as a further apart school. From the moment we were not able to open we were 
determined that all teachers would work with your children to ensure that they would not suffer from the 
situation we have all found ourselves in, and what has been achieved is a credit to parents, pupils and staff . 
 
Looking at the wider national situation, it is evident that this is not the case in all settings. It is a great concern to 
read of how many pupils are at risk of disengaging from education, and of the challenges that will await for many 
when schools are recalled. It is a further reminder of the reason schools such as ours are of such benefit to the 
children in our care, of the level of provision even in difficult times, and of the opportunities provided by the staff 
working with your children. 
 
We all await direction nationally as to the next steps with the lockdown, and how the balance between 
prevention of the spread of Covid 19 is addressed along with the wider issue of the economy and particularly 
with schools. I am acutely aware of the pressures families face, and the important role school has to play in 
supporting family life. We are looking to plan for that return, and for that return to focus initially on pupil 
wellbeing, on re-establishing friendships and relationships that have been put on pause and of making sure 
children feel safe and secure in order to resume their learning an a school setting. 
 
We will need to make sure that we are focusing on the wellbeing of the whole child, that we are helping them 
contextualise the experiences of lockdown and school closure, and to reintroduce the routines and rituals that a 
school day brings. It is self-evident that a school is about much more than simply academic content, and it is 
working together to acclimatise children to the inevitable changes that we will work on first. 
 
We are having discussions as to how best to manage this: it will involve changed timetables initially, it will involve 
activities outdoors, it will involve making the most of the trusting, caring relationships built up between staff, 
students and parents over many years. It will not immediately be about assessments and data, it will be foremost 
about children and people. 
 
The hard work of staff and students, and the support of parents, means that we will not be ‘behind’ and there will 
be no unbridgeable attainment gaps. We will continue in our unique St Joseph's way to ‘prepare each child to 
meet life’s challenges with confidence and enthusiasm’, and we will do so safely and with the wisdom of 
experience. Most importantly of all, we will go forward together. 
 
With best wishes, 

Mr Scott 
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Words From Mr Matthews and Mr Matthews 

Dear Junior School parents, 

Another fantastic week of work has passed in the Junior School. It has been great to see so many 
children send in work of such great quality. I know that all of the teaching staff have been amazed with 
both the effort put in and the standard of tasks being completed and we have really enjoyed being 
updated on your successes throughout the week.  

 

As we head into the bank holiday weekend with virtual celebrations planned to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day, it is a good time to remind ourselves that, even when things are tough, better 
times will come. There is still much to look forward to and be thankful of. Often through hardship we 
develop skills which will help shape us for the future and the sense of community and togetherness I 
have felt at this time from everyone at school has been incredible.  

My message to you this weekend in simple, taken from the book 'The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The 
Horse'.  

"When the big things feel out of control... focus on what you love right under your nose"  

Have a great weekend!  

Mr H Matthews  
 
 
Dear Senior School Parents: 
 
I have again this week been extremely impressed by the way our pupils are continuing to show 
character and strength during this different time for them. Pupils are continuing to try their best and I 
have seen some excellent examples of effort.  We have a little break, with the VE Day bank holiday 
celebrations, which I hope you all enjoy.  
 
There are so many good things that are happening in a bad period for everyone, and that positive well 
help us to look forward to better times. Personally, one thing I have noticed during this period that has 
not changed; 'time' still passes by very quickly. We are only 2 weeks away from the May half term! I 
would like to again this week thank the pupils, parents and staff who are all working in challenging 
circumstances, yet still persevere and do the best they can. 
 
 
Sam Matthews 
 
Deputy Head of School 
St Joseph's School 
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Guess the Staff member…… 
 

This week is a Staff member 

from the Junior School. 

 

Answer for last week’s pictures 

Senior Teacher:  Mrs Diffey 

 

 

 

Year 7 Textiles 

Year 7 have been exploring the ancient technique of 

Hapa Zome, creating prints from natural materials on 

fabric. A great fun activity for when the sun shines! 

 

Here are some examples from Jack, Erin and Rosie. 
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Riddle Corner 

1. Where do you find an ocean with no 

water? 

 

2. I am full of holes; I can hold water.  

What am I? 

 

3. What are the two things that people 

never eat before breakfast? 

 

Answers from last week 

1. What becomes smaller when you turn it upside 

down? The number nine 

 

2. What travels around the world but stays in one 

corner? A stamp 

 

3. What has hands but can not clap? A clock 

                Young Walter Scott Prize  

If you’re aged between 11 and 19 and interested in history 

and writing, the Young Walter Scott Prize is ready to take 

you on an adventure!  We are the UK’s only creative writing 

prize specifically for budding historical fiction writers.  

ENTER If you have a story of between 800 and 2000 words, 

set in a time before you were born, you can enter the Young 

Walter Scott Prize – we are now open for entries, and the 

closing date is  

 31st October 2020.  Entries are judged in two age groups – 

11 to 15 years and 16 to 19 years.  Any kind of fiction is        

accepted – prose, poetry, drama, fictional letters or report-

age. 

WIN You could win a £500 travel grant, an invitation to one 

of the UK’s best book festivals to meet published authors, 

and a chance to see your own work in print.  Full terms and 

conditions and tips for writing and research are on our   

website. 

Go to www.ywsp.co.uk or follow us on to start your         

adventure! 

Happy Birthday To You!  

Many Happy Returns to the following pupils who have had birthdays this 

week and over the coming weekend!  

Alice Amankwah 

Seth Hartigan 

Iris Lucas 

Lily Maclennan 

Thomas Roddy 

William Rosevear 

Jack Woods 
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Thank you…..to everyone for sending in photo-

graphs and ideas for your school  newsletter. The 

pictures are amazing and we have been inspired 

by what you are all doing at home to keep busy 

and adapting to a different way of life.  Please do 

keep the pictures  coming and let us know how 

you are all doing. Please send your pictures and 

stories to news@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

Please remember if you are having any 

problems with Portal, Teams or accessing 

work then do get in contact on 

portalsupport@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

We are here to help you and your        

children navigate this way of learning. 

Year 6 Art 

 

Year 6 have been learning how to draw the human figure in correct 

proportions and yesterday were set the task of drawing ‘people in 

action’. Here are some of their great drawings. 
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St Joseph’s School Inter-house competition 

We would like to offer you the chance to take part in an inter-house competition to re-create famous 

works of art whilst we are working  remotely at home. This is optional but it would be great to see lots of 

you taking part if you can, feel free to get family members involved if you would like to! The PowerPoint 

slide sent to you on Portal and Teams has all the information you will need, entries will be closed on 18th 

May and we will announce the winners in the end of half term news letter. Any questions please email 

housesystem@stjosephscornwall.co.uk. 

Year 1 building project 

This week Year 1 have been making castles from recycled materials……. 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  7 

 

Year 6 Boating….. 

Y6 have been making boats out of different materials 

and testing them out. 

Sam made his boat for the character ‘Eric’ who       

features in our main text for English this week. 

Look out for Eric in other Y6 work - he’s proving to be 

quite popular!  
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Outdoor School 

For outdoor school yesterday Y6 had to create 

a colour palette from natural materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainbows….. 

Here are some more fantastic rainbow pictures from  Sam, Emily and 

Kobe(Year 6): 

 

Emily’s rainbow was created as part of the 

colour palette project above. 
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Keeping busy whilst at home…. 

While on lockdown Year 2 pupil Brendan is still 

continuing with beavers and recently had         

camp - an at home beaver camp! The great thing is 

that a lot of the activities blend nicely with his top-

ic this summer term at school too. He had to make 

a bird feeder for beavers and one of the tasks for 

school was to create a bird’s nest. The little egg he 

found inside his makeshift nest is a broken magpie 

egg (which he identified from another school     

project!)  

 

 

VE Day Celebrations 

If you are planning to recognise VE Day tomorrow then it would 

be lovely to see some of your pictures. We will put them together 

and publish them in next weeks’ newsletter. To hear Mr Scott's 

VE day assem-

bly click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/AIY5oz_6xQk
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 There are two workouts from Miss Hemingway on our social media pages, 

have you tried them yet? We look forward to next week’s challenge! 
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Advice From Mr Sam Matthews 

Remote Learning Week 3 

Video Conferencing Apps - Concern about Zoom 

 

We are aware that in the news there have been several concerning reports this week of hacking/
hijacking taking place on the video conferencing app 'Zoom', where unknown strangers gain access to 
the meetings and post/say something inappropriate. We felt it was important to make you all aware of 
this and to signpost you towards some excellent guidance.  

 

Below are some very useful links to help you check security settings to ensure greater security where 
using 'Zoom', or other video conferencing apps that are popular and widely used at present. The 
excellent website, Net Aware, has specific guides to a wide variety of apps if you use the search bar at 
the top of the Net Aware website. 

If you have any concerns regarding online safety, please contact Mr Scott or Mr Matthews, our 
safeguarding lead/assistant. 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/zoom/ 

https://parentinfo.org/article/video-chatting-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-of-secondary-school-age-
children 

https://parentinfo.org/article/video-chatting-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-of-primary-school-age-
children 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ 

The school decision to work with Microsoft Teams is based around security and how well it allows work 
to be uploaded in a secure fashion as part of Microsoft 365. This continues to evolve, and it has been 
great to see how well the children have engaged with this aspect of remote learning. 

 
I sincerely hope you are all safe and well, and please do get in touch if there is anything we can do to 
help. 

 
Sam Matthews 
 
Deputy Head of School 

 
Senior School Stars: 
 

English—unanimous decision. Will Collings Year 10. Reliable; always on time for online subject 
meetings/tutor. All work has been completed to deadline and to an excellent standard. All round great 
effort since lockdown.  

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/zoom/
https://parentinfo.org/article/video-chatting-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-of-secondary-school-age-children
https://parentinfo.org/article/video-chatting-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-of-secondary-school-age-children
https://parentinfo.org/article/video-chatting-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-of-primary-school-age-children
https://parentinfo.org/article/video-chatting-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-of-primary-school-age-children
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/

