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2019/2020
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
Thank you to everyone for their hard work this week, and for sending in so much for staff to mark and provide
feedback upon. It is wonderful to see, and to see the level of engagement of pupils. Having just completed a
papier mache full head frog mask with my son from Reception, it is quite a change from a normal Friday, but very
positive. I think his elder siblings found the moment the first balloon burst and I ended up covered in soggy
newspaper coated in flour and water to be the highlight of yesterday afternoon.
Getting involved with the activities set is quite a juxtaposition to the planning we are doing with regards the
partial reopening of schools that the government has directed. We are working through the risk assessment and
health and safety challenges that are the first steps in ensuring we have this fully in hand. I am confident we are
able to do so, and very pleased with the excellent medical advice I have received that has provided considerable
assurance as to the challenges we face and the good sense of the gradual reopening.
Our challenge is one of ensuring normality for children after their time away from school, and ensuring it is a
success so we can see all of the Junior School before the end of term. We are in a position of strength having over
the years invested in and developed our beautiful outdoor space, and we will certainly be making the best use of
this in the coming months and ensuring those children who are here take every opportunity to enjoy the
outdoors.
This outdoor space features in another snapshot from my week, when I chased cows from beside the outdoor
classroom and in the orchard early on Tuesday morning, as well as about 10:30pm later that evening —they had
made it up as far as the greenhouse, but I had closed the doors the night before and they did not damage the
glass or themselves. As it is now probably 35 years since we left the dairy farm in South Devon we had in my
childhood, my cow herding skills are rusty at best. I was pleased when they departed via the river to the field they
had recently vacated, and my rudimentary barrier of ladder and scaffold plank has prevented re-entry as the
fencing is awaited. Just one of the many things they do not teach you at Headteacher school.
Much more importantly than my bovine escapades is St Joseph’s and the school we all want to be able to return
to fully, despite the successes we have seen wit remote learning. People are at times finding disruption caused by
Covid difficult, and there is no way to avoid the fact that there will have been many challenging moments in many
homes. Thank you for the honest feedback as we continue to adapt, and I would ask that you please do contact
class teachers, form tutors and the management team as we all work together in the best interests of your
children.
The wellbeing of the children, and of you as parents, is at the heart of what a successful school does. We will
continue to focus on this, and with next week marking Mental Health Awareness Week it should be uppermost in
our thoughts.
I hope you all have lovely weekends, please do pass on my best wishes to your children,
With best wishes,
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Words From Mr Matthews
Dear Junior School parents,

We are at the end of another week of home learning and with small changes being made to the lockdown measures I hope you are all able to enjoy some more outdoor exercise this weekend. I have
realised over the past few weeks how important being active is for my own well-being. The weather this
weekend looks to be good and we are so well placed to enjoy the beautiful countryside Devon and
Cornwall have to offer. I hope you are all able to get outside and enjoy the time with families.
In school we are beginning to make preparations for what a partial reopening may look like at St
Joseph's and I will be sending out a survey regarding home learning next week. Please be assured that
our number one priority remains to be to keep our children safe. We will be writing to all parents as
soon as possible with our plan on how a return to school will work in the Junior School although this is
still very much dependent on the changing Government advice. We are in the very fortunate position of
having lots of space, including outdoor teaching areas, which we will look to utilise as much as possible.
I understand for some, the prospect of not returning to school straight after half term will be difficult,
but we will endeavour to do all we can to ensure home learning continues to improve and we will begin
plans to manage a safe transition back to school for as many pupils as possible.
Myself and the whole teaching staff hugely appreciate all the work you have done in supporting your
children in their learning during this time. The efforts you have ensured their education has continued
and they have still been able to take part in crucial learning activities.
I hope you all have a fantastic weekend.

Have a great weekend!

Mr H Matthews
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Year 1 Dragons
Arthur has created his own friendly Sunshine Dragon
after Year 1 were taught how to draw a dragon by Arthur’s Daddy.

Year 4 Topic

Carson has made an Anglo
Saxon house for Topic, he
hopes bugs may inhabit it and
is leaving it up to see how
many come in…...

Guess the Staff member……
This week is a Staff member
from the Junior School.
Answer for last week’s pictures
Senior Teacher: Mrs Smith
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Happy Birthday To You!
Many Happy Returns to the following pupils who have had birthdays this
week and over the coming weekend!
Odi Leyva-Sanchez

Florence Scard-Morgan

Riddle Corner
1. What has teeth but cannot eat?

2. What wears a cap but has no head?
Young Walter Scott Prize
If you’re aged between 11 and 19 and interested in history
and writing, the Young Walter Scott Prize is ready to take
you on an adventure! We are the UK’s only creative writing
prize specifically for budding historical fiction writers.
ENTER If you have a story of between 800 and 2000 words,
set in a time before you were born, you can enter the Young
Walter Scott Prize – we are now open for entries, and the
closing date is
31st October 2020. Entries are judged in two age groups –
11 to 15 years and 16 to 19 years. Any kind of fiction is
accepted – prose, poetry, drama, fictional letters or reportage.
WIN You could win a £500 travel grant, an invitation to one
of the UK’s best book festivals to meet published authors,
and a chance to see your own work in print. Full terms and
conditions and tips for writing and research are on our
website.
Go to www.ywsp.co.uk or follow us on to start your
adventure!

3. From what number can one take a half
and leave nothing?

Answers from last week
1. Where do you find an ocean with no water?
A map

2. I am full of holes; I can hold water. What am I?
A sponge

3. What are the two things that people never eat
before breakfast?
Dinner and Lunch
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Year 5 art work
Year 5 have been exploring the culture and vibrancy of Mexico. They have captured these qualities brilliantly with
these bold and colourful artworks inspired by photo images of Mexico.

Year 8 Ukulele Project
Miss Betambeau will be running a ukulele project
with the Year 8s after half term. If any Year 8 pupil
was unable to take a ukulele home before the
lockdown, they will be available to collect from
the foyer during our normal school hours from
Monday 18th May, following social distancing
protocol. There will be a sign-out sheet next to
the box of ukuleles, so please do let us know if
you do take one. Many thanks.

Please remember if you are having any
problems with Portal, Teams or accessing
work then do get in contact on
portalsupport@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
We are here to help you and your
children navigate this way of learning.
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St Joseph’s School Inter-house competition
We would like to offer you the chance to take part in an inter-house competition to re-create famous
works of art whilst we are working remotely at home. This is optional but it would be great to see lots of
you taking part if you can, feel free to get family members involved if you would like to! The PowerPoint
slide sent to you on Portal and Teams has all the information you will need, entries will be closed on 18th
May and we will announce the winners in the end of half term news letter. Any questions please email
housesystem@stjosephscornwall.co.uk.

Year 10 Responsibilities for next year
Well done Year 10s for all your hard-work this year. The time has come for you to consider a position of
responsibility for Year 11. You can apply for various positions as detailed in the letter that Mr Matthews will send
out to you. I would like to encourage you to find out about the roles by contacting the current Year 11 prefects and
Heads of Senior School. You can contact them via school email and I am sure they will be more than happy to
share with you their experience.
This is a great opportunity for you to get even more involved in life at St Joseph's and to make our school even
better. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask me. I look forward to reading your letters of
application!
Mrs Paton (Head of Key Stage 4)

Music Update…..
Daisy and Miss Betambeau have been spending their music lessons rehearsing duets in their GCSE Music
lessons. The pieces sounded brilliant - great work, Daisy! This week would have been the Music Department's first
concert of the Summer Term - Music for a Summer Evening. Do not fret - we are still rehearsing and hope to let
you enjoy our musical performances once the country has gotten over this challenging time. In the mean time, all
of our wonderful choirs have had YouTube tutorials to keep their voices "ticking along" at home. Music is a
fantastic stress reliever; it can elevate mental health as well as sharpening self-esteem so play some Music at
home and raise your spirits!
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Year 2 Project—Beautiful Birds
As part of our topic on ‘Beautiful Birds‘, this is a selection of some of the things Year 2 have been busy doing.

From top left: Megan’s
bird made from recycled
materials, Emily’s bird
also made from recycled
materials and Jessica’s
owl sculpture.
Brendan’s beautiful nest
and Reuben’s bird
sculpture in his nest.

From top left: Seb’s fantastic drawing and facts about Peregrine Falcons, Willow’s owl drawing, Toby’s
bird’s-eye view image, Freddie’s images from his night-time nature camera and finally Lottie’s labelled
drawing of an eagle.
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VE Day

Year 6 have produced excellent work to celebrate VE Day.
Some have sent theirs to Bodmin Keep, following our visit
there earlier this year, to enter the competition.

Elsie Crompton from Year 1 and her little
brother Teddy have dressed up today as
evacuee children from WWII, returning
home...

Thank you to Carson and his family
who sent in some pictures from their
celebrations on VE day. They had a
wonderful time with the whole street
being decorated and everyone out
from 11am until 9pm (all socially
distanced). There was even a
surprise visit from a dinosaur. The
family added that it had been such a
brilliant day that really lifted
everyone’s spirits.
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Year 6 Art
Year 6 were asked to make models of people in action as the next
stage of our art project this term. The movement in the models is
amazing!

Maintaining emotional wellbeing
Maintaining good mental health has never been more important given the current crisis of COVID-19. 5 steps to
well being is a shorthand way of reminding ourselves about some simple steps to help us with our everyday
emotional health and well being.
There are several different versions but they all have the same message. Trying to incorporate these things can
help you feel more positive and able to get the best out of lock down.
A printable copy of the 5 step plan is on the next page.
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Give

Keep Learning

Take notice

Be Active

Talk and share with family and friends (use technology)

Connect

Help at home around the house

Do something nice for a family member, friend, or someone you don’t know so well

Giving an act of kindness to help others

Read for fun, touch typing, cooking or making things

Music, Languages, Art, Drama

Learn something new at home

Take notice of your surroundings and find new viewpoints (indoors and your garden)

Emotions

Nature

Take time to enjoy the moment and notice things around you and how you feel

Create your own programme

Trampoline (if you have one)

Dance

Exercises (online sources)

Regular physical activity as guidelines allow

Support people in the community

Support neighbours

Activity

5 Steps to Wellbeing

Step

Name:
Chosen Activity

Working at home…..
Look at what Year 10 student Thomas has been getting up to during lockdown! Due to his keen engineering and
mechanical interests he has embarked upon restoring an old Ford 4000 tractor as he will be unable to complete his
work experience in early July. He is always tinkering with something and is currently building a sand blaster to
enable him to respray the tractor when it is finished. Well done, Thomas!
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Keeping busy at home…….

During his time at home, as well as doing
his school work, Brendan has been working hard to earn his badges for Beavers.
Well done Brendan!

Year 2 Origami

In keeping with their “Beautiful Birds” theme, here is a
fantastic selection of origami birds made by pupils in
Year 2. Super work!
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There are two workouts from Miss Hemingway on our social media pages,
have you tried them yet? We look forward to next week’s challenge!
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