WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 32
2019/2020
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
Edition 32 of the Newsletter brings a unique chapter in the history of St Joseph’s School to a close, and while it
has been one of the most unusual half terms we will ever experience, it has been one that has been focused on
learning, in a great variety of forms, for all of us. Teams and Portal have never been as busy, and this is a great
credit to all involved, but most particularly to the work of your children.
Parent also please give yourselves a clap. Nobody asked to be put in the role where they are overseeing remote
learning, and the efforts required here (particularly in the Junior School) cannot be overlooked. Having had a
morning trying to compose emails to parents and staff, draw snakes (we ran out of printer ink), complete finger
painting as part of Reception Maths, look at Year 4 & at editing work for persuasive writing, plan for this
afternoon’s KS2 interviews, and help my own Year 2 with story endings (with a quick bit of policy reading on the
side) has meant for quite a first half to the day. Something replicated in so many homes in different forms.
Through all of this, we have listened to parental feedback, and worked with staff to provide the best possible
remote learning for your children. We want to ensure this is consistent, and to address where this is not. Please
do keep up the dialogue with Mr Matthews Senior and Junior, as well as your class teachers: we can help and
ensure we can work with each family as much as possible.
As we look to September, I would like to thank every family who has found the time in amongst all else you have
going on to settle the invoices sent from the school recently—and to say that I, the Board and all involved with St
Joseph’s hugely appreciate this. As is always the case, your faith in the school is what carries us forward towards
an exciting future.
As part of that future, we continue with the new changing rooms that will be finished by September, and will
make a real difference to the school. Mrs Skerry has now joined the SMT meetings, and is already showing just
what a great voice she will be in this forum, and it is great to have her in her new position. By the end of today, I
also hope to have appointed our new KS2 teacher from a very strong field, and will in the first week back be able
to share further information about DT and Food technology in the Seniors as we have filled these positions.
We are very aware of the additional strains the current situation has put on pupils, and particularly so during
mental health awareness week, an assembly on which (with lovely views of St Jo’s outdoor spaces) can be found
here. With the return of those pupils from Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 on the 1st of June, we will work hard to
make things as normal as they can be for these children, and those others who may need to be with us. While
this may seem daunting, in the words of Henry Ford “whether you think you can, or you think you can’t, you’re
right.’ As ever, we think as a community we will rise to the challenges of the next weeks: together we can make
sure we are right about that. For now, have a great half term and be proud of what you have all achieved.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott
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Words From Mr Henry Matthews & Mr Sam Matthews
Dear Junior School parents,
Well we have completed a whole half term of remote learning and everyone has done an incredible job
over the past weeks. Thank you to staff, parents and most of all our amazing children for the fantastic
work you have done.
In school, we try to learn and work following our core vales of equality, creativity, compassion,
resilience, collaboration and exploration. These are skills which we believe are essential to success, not
only in an academic sense but also to help up succeed in wider life. Each and every child in the Junior
School has needed to dig deep to find and use these skills over the past few weeks and they have been
a real credit to the school. I could pick hundreds of examples of how our children have demonstrated
this, from setting up their home learning classrooms, the way they have supported classmates online,
the fantastic artwork, DT and science projects being completed and the kindness shown in the recent
'pass the rainbow video' many took part in.
But most of all the thing that has shown our core values, and what makes me most proud to be part of
this wonderful community, it that each and every day when I log in to Teams every child I see has a
huge smile and real enthusiasm to face the new challenges of the day.
All I can simply say to our wonderful children is... Thank you.

I hope you all have a great half term and enjoy the well deserved rest.
'Be the light you wish to see in the world,'
Have a great weekend!
Mr H Matthews
Dear Senior School parents,
As we half term, it is a good time to reflect upon the last few months. We have come so far as a school
and have developed an excellent platform for remote learning that is seeing pupils working extremely
hard. I am very pleased with the development and progress we have made and I would like to thank all
staff, pupils and parents for the hard work. I am sure in the weeks to come we will continue on this
path. Please look on Portal for some updated guidance to remote learning.
I am very proud of the school and how our community is showing resilience and perseverance, a key
character that we try to encourage for all children in our care. I hope you enjoy the weekend and half
term with what looks like to be lovely weather. I hope if you can, enjoy the extra freedom, but of course
please stay safe and follow the governments’ advice.
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Year 1 PSHE
As part of their PSHE
lesson on ‘working
together’. The Year 1
children chose a family
member to create a
beautiful garden mandala
with.

Guess the Staff member……
This week is a Staff member
from the Junior School.
Answer for last week’s pictures
Senior Teacher: Mrs Hampton
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Happy Birthday To You!
Many Happy Returns to the following pupils who have had birthdays this
week and over the coming weekend!
Diesel Crossley
Jocelyn Harris
Rafferty Hulme-Teague
Kitty May
Jasper Pearce
Giles Stephenson

Riddle Corner
1. Forwards I am heavy, backwards I am
not. What am I?

2. Why is a river rich?
Young Walter Scott Prize
If you’re aged between 11 and 19 and interested in history
and writing, the Young Walter Scott Prize is ready to take
you on an adventure! We are the UK’s only creative writing
prize specifically for budding historical fiction writers.
ENTER If you have a story of between 800 and 2000 words,
set in a time before you were born, you can enter the Young
Walter Scott Prize – we are now open for entries, and the
closing date is
31st October 2020. Entries are judged in two age groups –
11 to 15 years and 16 to 19 years. Any kind of fiction is
accepted – prose, poetry, drama, fictional letters or reportage.

3. I am found in the sea and on land but I
do not walk or swim? I travel by foot but
am toeless. No matter where I go I am
never far from home. What am I?

Answers from last week

1. What has teeth but cannot eat?
A comb

WIN You could win a £500 travel grant, an invitation to one
of the UK’s best book festivals to meet published authors,
and a chance to see your own work in print. Full terms and
conditions and tips for writing and research are on our
website.

2. What wears a cap but has no head?

Go to www.ywsp.co.uk or follow us on to start your
adventure!

The number 8

A bottle
3. From what number can one take a half and leave
nothing?
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Year 3 Topic
The Year 3 Topic is The Vikings and this week they have been looking at
Viking long ships. The class have been carefully drawing them and also
making them outside as part of their Outdoor School lesson. We think
they have done a brilliant job!
Well done Year 3.
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Interhouse competition results…….

KS3

KS1

KS2
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A big thank you……
Thank you so much from all at the newsletter team,
for all your pictures and articles you have sent in. It
has been brilliant to see what you have all been up
to. Have a lovely half term and keep us up to date
with your news by sending your pictures and
articles to: news@stjosephscornwall.co.uk

Please remember if you are having any problems with Portal, Teams or accessing work then
do get in contact on
portalsupport@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
We are here to help you and your
children navigate this way of learning.
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There are two workouts from Miss Hemingway on our social media pages,
have you tried them yet? We look forward to next week’s challenge!
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