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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 36 

2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

What a wonderful week we have had with more Junior School pupils in school, and those year groups we have 

working remotely showing just what they continue to do. I have a full inbox with so many entries for the inter-

house activities day that Years 7, 8 and 9 took part in, and it is such fun seeing the creativity of the children. 

Judging them is next week’s task, and one that has been made considerably more difficult by the high standards 

achieved by so many. 

The Junior School has been alive this week—and spread across much of the Senior School. The Year 3&4 mixed 

bubbles have been a real success: named Tamar and Piran, they have worked wonders with Mr Skerry, Mrs 

Whybrow, Mrs Ashton Smith working with Piran and Mrs Mulroy and Mrs Smith managing Tamar. All Juniors 

have been so good at remaining in their bubbles, and working with the new timetables and allocated play spaces 

they have, so please do say well done from me. 

We have also seen transition meetings for these groups, who have had their new teachers joining them via Teams 

as we maintain the integrity of their bubbles, as well as Year 3 having lessons via Teams with Mr McGrath, who 

will be joining us as Year 4 teacher next year.  We are also now allowing some of those pupils who will be joining 

us for September 2020 to join transition meetings via Teams, monitored by staff and allowing them to get a feel 

for St Jo’s that they would normally do via taster days.  

If your child is joining from home do encourage them to say hello to new pupils—it is a great opportunity for 

them to start to build up friendships. 

We are continuing to see a significant interest in places at school, and in year groups where we are full we have 

had to turn families away. It is great to speak to parents and hear that they have been recommended St Joseph's 

from current parents, and that  many have heard very positive things with regards our online provision. Being 

able to pass on such information to a very tired team of teachers is very good for all, so thank you to all who have 

spoken highly of the school. 

We continue to look at the methods by which we can work with the guidance and organise any time with Y7, 8 & 

9 in school, and this is top of the agenda for Monday’s SMT meeting. The wellbeing of the children we teach has 

to remain at the centre of our thinking, and we will continue to work to this end. I must admit at this stage of a 

Friday afternoon to e feeling of real exhaustion, but it is alleviated by the knowledge that we have a very 

successful week behind us, and that this is to the tangible benefit of your children. 

It is now time to click send, go home, make the pizza dough I have promised the children we would have, and 

settle down for movie night and How to Train you Dragon Two. Family time is so important, do enjoy yours over 

the weekend. 

With best wishes,  

Mr Scott 
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Words From Mr Henry Matthews 

 
Dear Junior School parents, 

 

It has been a fantastic week at St Joseph's Junior school and not only because the sun has been shining. 

On Monday we welcomed back many more of our Junior School pupils across all age groups and whilst 

things may be a little different, everyone has thrown themselves into the new way of life with great 

enthusiasm. I feel very lucky to be able to stand at the front of the school once again and welcome our 

fantastic children to school each day. For some children, returning to school right now is not quite 

possible but it has still been fantastic to see the work coming in and many of you joining the class chats 

via teams. Well done to all of our children this week.  

Throughout this whole time I have been blown away by the resilience, determination and adaptability 

of everyone. We have come through a tough time together and I am sure there will be more challenges 

ahead but the skills you have shown and learnt over the past few months will help you throughout your 

lives. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to the St Jo's community; our parents, 

staff, governors and children for the support, patience and care you have all shown to both the school 

and to each other. There is no way we would be in the position we are now without such a strong 

community.  

You have worked incredibly hard this week, whether it is at home or in school. The weekend is now 

here, enjoy yourselves, relax, have fun and recharge ready for the final week and a half before the end 

of the school year.  

Henry Matthews 

 

Head of Junior School 
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Happy Birthday To You!  

Many Happy Returns to the 

following pupils who have 

had birthdays this week and 

over the coming weekend!  

Rosennwynn Bacon 

Ella Hodgson 

Dylan Scott 

Emma Williams 

EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome back…… 

Last week, Year 1 were busy making some bunting to       

welcome everyone back on Monday of this week. They were 

so excited at the thought of seeing everyone again! 

 

Pop-up Cards 

As part of her Design and Technology     project, 

Year 7 pupil Lydia has made a   pop-up card.  It 

was perfect timing as she was able to make the 

card for a friends birthday.  Well done Lydia, it 

looks lovely. 

 

Subject Stars of the Week…. 

English: Erin Dickson is our star this week for her        

fantastic English work. Erin always goes the 'extra mile' 

in terms of effort and both her written and creative 

work has been of an excellent standard. Her hard work 

is much appreciated and she has really risen to the  

challenge of online learning and our virtual classroom. 

 

Maths: Evie Mogford for her continued outstanding 

approach to distance learning.   
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Made at Home 

As part of the made at home competition, 

Year 8 pupil Jack, has been busy designing 

and making a bird box.  We think it looks 

amazing - well done Jack. 

 

Hot air balloons 

 

Year 1 are having some very sticky 

afternoons this week creating hot 

air balloons from paper mache.  

The picture was taken on Day 2 with 

one layer completed- two more to 

go! 
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The annual National School Sport Week campaign takes place in the last week of June every year to cele-

brate the important role of Physical Education and school sport in enhancing young people's wellbeing. 

This year, the Youth Sport Trust has teamed up with Sky Sports to run a national campaign which will aim 

to unite the country - families, schools, sport and businesses - in a celebration of the power of sport to 

bring people together, even during isolation. 

How it works 

We will provide everyone who registers with free videos and activity cards to help you plan a series of 

challenges across National School Sport Week at Home. You will receive these well in advance of the 

week itself so you'll have plenty of time to plan your activities. 

The active challenges will all have an emphasis on togetherness, inclusivity and wellbeing. They will be 

things you can do within the home, and where you can engage in straightforward virtual competition 

with friends, neighbours and family outside your home. 

We will also provide you with ideas for sharing your challenges online during the week using the 

hashtag #NSSWtogether. 

https://www.youthsporttrust.org/national-school-sport-week-home  

 

https://www.youthsporttrust.org/national-school-sport-week-home
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Year 5 poetry 

 

As part of our poetry 

lessons, Year 5 have 

been thinking of    

positive metaphors 

for life which we have 

then illustrated on the 

playground.  Here are 

a few of us in action...  

Year 1 Storytellers…. 

 

After enjoying the ‘Mrs Armitage’ stories, Year 1 were 

inspired to write their own versions with different 

vehicles.  

Here they are reading there stories aloud to the    

Reception class. 
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Please remember if you are having any   

problems with Portal, Teams or accessing 

work then do get in contact on 

portalsupport@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

We are here to help you and your        

children navigate this way of learning. 

Lost PE and Swimming Kit 

Going around the school we have noticed a 
number of PE and Swim kits are still in school 
(Senior School and Junior School).  If you think your child may 
have left their kit  behind or need any other school items 
( Outdoor Kit /Coat/ folders etc.) please email:  

 Reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

and we can arrange collection from the school office by 
leaving in the front porch on the day of collection. 

 

Staying safe online…… 

For the latest advice on how to stay safe when you're on a phone, tablet or     

computer please refer to the following site: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  

Thinkuknow is the education programme from NCA-CEOP, a UK organisation 

which protects children both online and offline. 

 

Open Water Swimming 

Olivia and Hollie Shute have been desperate to get back to 

swimming and so for the first time they have tried open 

water swimming with their swim coach who is a qualified 

open water coach from Royal William yard in Plymouth. 

They have been out now 4 times in the last  couple of 

weeks and are enjoying being back in the water.  

mailto:Reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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The Pied Piper of Hamelin 

Year 7 students have been looking at the poem “The Pied Piper of Hamelin” in our virtual classroom and have had 

the opportunity to enjoy some creative tasks alongside their written work.  

Iris has been hard at work painting a scene from 

the poem  (left) 

Ella’s wanted poster  (below) accompanied her             

composition of the music that the Pied Piper played when 

he tempted the children from Hamelin into the          

mountains.  

Wanted      

posters          

designed by 

Jack (right) and 

Josh (left). 

Erin created a model of Hamelin as part of our Pied Piper poetry module.  
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This week we’ve decided to challenge each other to make an aqueduct which you can test at home. 
 
Every week we will have a new Engineering@Home STEM Challenge that turns those materials you would 
normally send out in your recycling, into something that you can design, build and test. 
 
Please click here to watch our instructional video and click here to see written instructions which explain 
how to make your aqueduct. 
 
Be sure to share photos and videos with us using the hashtag #EngineeringAtHome - we would love to 
see how you get on! 
 
Best of luck with the thirteenth challenge! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
The Smallpeice Team 

Prize Giving Trophies 

Please can we ask for the 2018/19 Junior and Senior prize giving trophies to be 
returned to the school in preparation for engraving for this years winners.  

If your child is currently attending school they can bring the trophy into their 
classroom to be forwarded to the office during the school day. 

There has been a box placed in the front porch of the office for drop off to ensure 
that social distancing is maintained.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-Es4LQIUgk&list=PLLrXMMav-UbRFnm7n3-QSJlE_rndnPgBS&index=2&t=0s
https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/downloads/Eah-13-The-Aqueduct-Challenge.pdf
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 Welcome back Year 2. The smiles say it all…….. 

This is a little taster of 

what Year 2 have been 

up to this week. 

 

It’s been lovely to have 

you back Year 2! 
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Year 11 text books 

Do please start rounding up books for 

return.   Anything can be dropped into 

the school office during working hours. 

Portal Documents Uploaded: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portal Notices Uploaded: 

 

Keeping us up to date…….. 

Thank you to everyone for keeping in touch and letting 

us know what you have all been up to in these times.  

Please do keep all your news and photographs coming 

by e mailing it to: 

news@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

Keeping up with the maintenance… 

Reception and Year 1 have been busy ‘painting’ the fence during this 

lovely hot, sunny weather. 

Following the hard work of painting the 

fence, the weather was too nice to not go 

in for a dip! 

Subject Document Type Year Groups involved Sent on 

Year 7-9 Parent Letter School letter Years 7-9 26 Jun 2020 

New Pupil joining Piran Class School Letter Selected Year 3 and 
4 Parents (Piran 
Class) 

26 Jun 2020 

Year 10 examinations timetable Summer 2020 Examination Information Year 10 23 Jun 2020 

Year 10 Summer 2020 Exam revision guide Examination Information Year 10 23 Jun 2020 

Yr 10 Revision Guide letter 2020 Examination Information Year 10 23 Jun 2020 

Subject 
Year Groups involved 

Sent On 

Year 7-9 Parent Letter Years 7-9 26/06/2020 

New Pupil joining Piran Class Selected Year 3 and 4 
Parents (Piran Class) 

26/06/2020 

Reception and Year 1 classes - update Year R and 1 25/06/2020 

Year 10 Summer 2020 Exam letter, revision guide and timetable Year 10 23/06/2020 

https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=eLrehBm%23NDejk0TpuAGsPQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=9OYaxJHhEYifi4mSZta6Gw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=brruK50wcd8QpXQTDmFjgQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=iKvTdaVKrEW8u3idcnA0Ng%3d%3d
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$PageContent$gvNotices','Sort$Subject')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$PageContent$gvNotices','Sort$dateSent')
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=S0qjSjYYV7ttI8umAecUFw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=D5TXbazzEWLnPHu8s%2fdskg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=YKDDHLFWzehfTvBXfWGtlA%3d%3d

