
St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  1 

 

WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 33 

2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

The departure (for now) of the sunshine seems to have coincided with some very difficult times in global news, 

with the Covid pandemic vying for coverage with events in America triggered by the police killing of George Floyd 

and the anger this has unleashed. We see a sitting American President about to be sued for civil rights violations, 

global protests against historic and ongoing systemic racism and injustice, and a news cycle dominated by the 

pandemic. There are many reasons to be concerned about the impact these moments could have on the children 

we all care about. 

As educators, either as teachers or parents, one of our roles is to ensure that when appropriate we are able to 

discuss these issues in ways that are sensitive to the ages of the children we are dealing with. We can then work 

to ensure that the children are empowered to explore those things that make them worried, or indeed fearful. It 

is only by bringing light to the issue that we can expose these problems and hope to work towards solutions: as 

Martin Luther King Jr said “Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: 

only love can do that.”  

MLK’s words seem even more apposite while the biggest protests since his death in April 1968 convulse many of 

the very neighbourhoods that faced such difficulty over 50 year ago. Were we now a back-together-school and I 

was speaking in Senior School assembly, if asked the relevance to an independent school in Launceston of 

protests born on the streets of Minneapolis, I would turn again to King. He stated that ‘injustice anywhere is a 

threat to justice anywhere.’ We have an obligation to teach and to talk about this difficult topic, as we do others.  

Angela Davis mkakes clear “it is not enough to be non-racist, we must be antiracist.” This week’s Thursday 

assembly (click here) sought to provide for pupils some context for the news we are seeing. 

This news, and the underlying inequalities that are laid bare in the peaceful protests by so many, has the power 
to unite as well as to divide. JK Rowling, whose new book The Ickabog (read it here https://www.theickabog.com/
home/) has our children enthralled at bedtime as each new instalment is released, highlighted the issue on 
Twitter. She said “Anything I say feels inadequate. All I know is that the world has to change. Power structures 
have to change. White people have to change. #BlackLivesMatter.”  It is possible to support legitimate protest, 
while condemning violence and destruction. 
 
History does teach us that change can come from difficult times, and that we can, and should, learn to see things 

more clearly – in many cases without even requiring a trip to Barnard Castle to test our vision. In the words of 

Rowling’s creation Albus Dumbledore, “happiness can be found even in the darkest of times, if one only 

remembers to turn on the light.” 

It is for us as parents and teachers to remember to turn on the light for the children that we parent, and the 

children that we teach. We can then continue to do all we can to provide them with the safety, wisdom, 

resilience , strength of character and skills to build a future that learns the lessons of the past, and of the present. 

With best wishes, Mr Scott 

https://youtu.be/-KbQV6iBj_c
https://youtu.be/-KbQV6iBj_c
https://www.theickabog.com/home/
https://www.theickabog.com/home/
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Words From Mr Henry Matthews & Mr Sam Matthews 

Dear Junior School parents, 

Welcome back to the final half of summer term, I hope you all had a restful break and were able to enjoy the 
brilliant weather we had. In true form, the weather has now turned after we have reminded the children who are 
in school to wear sun cream and bring in hats. 

It has been a very interesting week with some of our children returning to school, and others continuing with 
home learning. We know that this is not an ideal situation but our children have coped fantastically well with the 
many changes they have faced over the past few weeks . It has though been great to see our Reception, Year 1 
and Year 6 children arrive with smiling faces and to hear the sounds of children learning and having fun in school 
is fantastic.  

Thank you to all parents and children who have completed the home learning survey. We have reviewed the 
responses and they have been very helpful to ensure we continue to learn fro this situation and build on our 
home learning structure. Already all classes are having increased face to face time with their teachers and it is 
great to see many of children take up this offer. There are a range of different video call activities are being 
trialled this week and from this we will adapt teaching to suit the needs of each class.  

Please do contact your child's class teacher if they need support either in school or with the remote learning. 

I hope you all have a good weekend. 

Have a great weekend!  

Mr H Matthews  
 
 
Dear Senior School parents, 

Although we are not in school as much as we would like, staff are continuing with all aspects outside of actual 

teaching. We are meeting and discussing pupils, planning and organising important aspects for the rest of this 

term and the new academic year.  

As we continue to deliver remote learning in the Senior School, I have been again pleased to see how the pupils 

are working to the best of their abilities. Where possible, we are trying to keep much of the normal routines as 

we would usually have. One of these moments is the Year 10 prefects applications that always takes place at this 

time of year. We have received a good number of Year 10 prefect applications so far and we look forward to 

interviewing the pupils (most likely through TEAMS) in the coming weeks.  

It has been really positive to hear how our school has had the sound of pupils back in again with reception, Year 1 

and Year 6. Junior staff have worked very hard to make sure pupils are safe and enjoying their first week back. I 

hope that your children have settled back into the way of working at home after the lovely weather of half term. 

A sense of routine is always good for most children and this will help in their learning journey this half term. I 

hope you enjoy your weekend in what is set for cooler weather than we have had recently. 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 
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                Young Walter Scott Prize  

If you’re aged between 11 and 19 and interested in history 

and writing, the Young Walter Scott Prize is ready to take 

you on an adventure!  We are the UK’s only creative writing 

prize specifically for budding historical fiction writers.  

ENTER If you have a story of between 800 and 2000 words, 

set in a time before you were born, you can enter the Young 

Walter Scott Prize – we are now open for entries, and the 

closing date is  

 31st October 2020.  Entries are judged in two age groups – 

11 to 15 years and 16 to 19 years.  Any kind of fiction is        

accepted – prose, poetry, drama, fictional letters or report-

age. 

WIN You could win a £500 travel grant, an invitation to one 

of the UK’s best book festivals to meet published authors, 

and a chance to see your own work in print.  Full terms and 

conditions and tips for writing and research are on our   

website. 

Go to www.ywsp.co.uk or follow us on to start your         

adventure! 

Happy Birthday To You!  

Many Happy Returns to the following pupils who have had birthdays this 

week and over the coming weekend, in addition to over the half term break!  

Phoebe Blatchford Cooper 

Samuel Curtis 

Coco Godden 

Jack Joshua 

Jaime O’Neill 

Eva Rogers 

Jessica Small 

 

EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Back to school…… 

 

Year 6 getting ready for maths 

with a quick warm up question! It 

is fabulous to have you back Year 

6, we have missed you. We are 

looking forward to having more 

pupils back as soon as we are 

able, and have been so impressed 

how all those who have come 

back this week have managed. 

We done Reception, Year One 

and Year 6. 

The Reception children who have been 

back in school this week have been   

brilliant at working on their own desks.  

They have adjusted so well to being 

back in school alongside Year 1 and 6.  

Mrs Hampton is very impressed. 
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Year 8 Art projects 

These are pieces of art completed by Year 8 students as part of their collage project in the last half term.  We think 

that all three examples are very striking and beautiful—we’re sure that you will agree….. 

 

 

Georgie Gilbert 

Kelly Lam 

Ben Hodgson 
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Keeping in touch…... 

We hope that you had a lovely half term despite the 

“lockdown” restrictions.  Please do keep sending us 

your news by e mailing your pictures and articles to: 

news@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

It has been great to hear what you have all been getting up 

to!! 

Please remember if you are having any     

problems with Portal, Teams or accessing 

work then do get in contact on 

portalsupport@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

We are here to help you and your        

children navigate this way of learning. 

Riddle Corner 

1. Which is faster, hot or cold? 

2.  What man cannot live inside a house? 

3. When will a net hold water? 

 

Answers from last week 

1. Forwards I am heavy, backwards I am not.  

What am I? A “ton” 

2. Why is a river rich? Because it has 2 banks 

3. I am found in the sea and on land but I do not 

walk or swim?  I travel by foot but am toeless.  

No matter where I go I am never far from 

home.  What am I? 

A snail 

Answer to last weeks Guess the Staff Member: 

Mrs Mulroy 

What have our youngest members been up to? 

We love receiving photos of how you are all keeping busy whilst 

away from school. Our youngest members of the community - 

Outdoor School Stay and Play families have been keeping in 

touch with Mrs Hampton and continuing their love of the out-

doors. Each week Mrs Hampton has been sending ideas of how 

they can recreate the sessions they would normally have with 

us in the School Orchard. Here is Esther with the Elf house she 

created! Well done Esther!  

Year 11 text books 

Do please start rounding up books for return  

anything can be dropped into the school office 

during working hours. 

Portal Notices 

Subject Document Type Year Groups involved Sent on 

Parent Plan_Schooltogs School Letter Whole School 04 Jun 2020 

Year 8 maths resetting letter School Letter Year 8 04 Jun 2020 

Year 11 next steps letter 04062020 School Letter Year 11 04 Jun 2020 

Year 10 proposed return letter School Letter Year 10 03 Jun 2020 

https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=eUjiaWzveS4Hh14NHZnGyw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=YhBZ1WG%2fA1UWD7MERwpa1Q%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=bkUBQtn2bSVFjadJCvl%234A%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=UwEc9sikKg6Mk7Sj5bQUYQ%3d%3d

