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PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
I want to say a huge thank you for the safe return of your children to St Jo’s, and what a pleasure it is to have
them back with us at last. While we were open for all the Juniors last year, having the whole school back is very
good indeed, and returns the school to life.
I would also like to say a personal thank you for the support you have shown the school through the past term,
and for the many kind words of support through any difficulties that have arisen. We as a staff are hugely proud
that we were never closed to the children and parents we work with – and the packed newsletters through the
Easter holidays and across the summer term showed just how much was achieved by staff, pupils and parents.
I have very much enjoyed being able to speak to parents at the start and end of the day, although am very aware
that current social distancing measures have meant this is not as easy as previously. What I don’t want to miss
out on is the opportunity to address anything you would like to raise by talking in the morning and end of the
day . Please do not hesitate to let Cat Gowan know via email at cat.gowan@stjosephscornwall.co.uk if you would
like to meet with me at drop off or collection and I am sure we can make this work.
I will also look into what we may be able to do with parent forums over Teams or Zoom for the second half of
term as I very much value the feedback such sessions provide, and working together going forward is ever more
important in the with all the pandemic has brought. After this week’s Teams assemblies, I am sure we can make
this work.
Thank you also to the many parents who have been in touch with concerns over their children’s health and
whether or not they should come to school. Please do not worry about contacting us – we are in unchartered
waters, and it is understandable if a sudden cough is much more of a concern than once it was. Please also be
assured we are know you will all be doing your best with this. Remember to visit the guidance for households
with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection for the best advice. Please be aware that this states
“If you have symptoms of COVID-19 however mild, self-isolate for at least 10 days from when your symptoms
started. You should arrange to have a test to see if you have COVID-19 – go to testing to arrange. Do not go to
a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. “
While Covid-19 may dominate our thinking, it should not detract from the joys of getting the children back, and
of being a back together school again. It has been a long time coming, and listening as a type this to the sounds of
Year 4 enjoying their time with Mr McGrath and happy sounds from the Reception and Year 1 garden makes me
very happy indeed.
Thank you to everyone who has made the return to work possible, and to parents new and established who
continue to trust us with that most valuable of all things, the children who bring the school to life. While
government guidance may change on an hourly basis, our guiding principles of care, compassion and community
and our aim to nurture every child as an individual to reach their full potential remain constant through the most
testing of times. With best wishes,
Mr Scott—headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Dear Senior School Parents,
It has been a fantastic first full week back to school. It has been so pleasing to see all pupils fully returning to
school; they all seem to be very happy and enjoying their time. I am sure there are some pupils that still are
worried, please as ever, get in contact with us if you have any concerns.
Key contacts are tutors as first port of call, and then Key Stage Heads: either Mrs Gardner for Key Stage 3 pupils
or Mrs Paton for Key Stage 4 pupils. Next would be myself as Deputy Head.
Pupils have been so great in getting use to all our Covid-19 protocols and have shown a very mature approach in
school. They have been fantastic at break and lunch times and there is a real sense of calm around the school,
please do give them praise for the way they have conducted themselves.
The Year 7 had a great day on Thursday surfing in Bude. Thank you to Mrs Gardner, Miss Hemingway and Mr
Payne for giving them a lovely day and hopefully some strong bonds have been formed.
I hope you all enjoy the weekend.
With best wishes,
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of Senior School

COVID 19: click for access to the PHE document Stay at home: what to do if you or someone you share
your home with has coronavirus symptoms as what an easr read guide to household isolation
requirements.

Dear Junior School Parents,
Thank you all so much for being so understanding and supportive as we bed into school life at St Josephs having
put in place all necessary precautions to ensure we are Covid safe. There have been a number of tweaks to the
things we are doing to ensure we maintain the safety of the children, teachers, and yourselves, and I really
appreciate the flexibility of you all.
I am sure, those of you who have already attended your children's classes curriculum advice meetings and
consequently have met their teachers have found this very useful and reassuring. There will be other times
where parents will need to discuss things with the teachers, in these circumstances we will aim to speak to most
parents over the phone or via Teams. Where this is not appropriate we can meet in the school grounds if the
weather is clement or inside the school building, though this may require the wearing a face mask. The other
curriculum advice meetings will be happening over the course of the next week and I look forward to seeing
many of you then.
With kind regards,

Caroline Skerry
Head of Junior School
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Meet the team……
Congratulations to the following pupils who have been given these very important roles….

Introducing our Senior Head Pupil Team: Mary and Robin as Head Girl & Head Boy & Alice and Will as
Deputy Head Girl & Deputy Head Boy. They will be supported by their Prefect Team - Georgina, Lydia,
Daisy, Henry & Joe. Congratulations to you in your new roles for the academic year.

A new academic year and a new Junior Head Pupil team. We are delighted to announce Henry and Ruby as
Head Boy and Head Girl with Reuben and Genevieve as Deputy Head Boy and Girl. All children in Year 6
were this week appointed to their roles of responsibility for the new academic year. Congratulations to all.
The Junior Head Pupil Team are also looking forward to working alongside their Senior School counterparts.
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Erin’s challenge…….
Over the summer holidays Erin set herself the challenge to run, walk and cycle 422 km, which represents the distance from her house to her grandparents house in Northern Ireland. She completed the 422 km in 36 days and by
doing so she has raised £550. Erin has divided the money she has raised between Macmillan Cancer Support and
The Devon Air Ambulance. Well done Erin—that’s a fantastic achievement!

Virtual Assembly…….the new normal!!
On our first day back, we managed to
achieve our whole school assembly,
albeit via Teams. Mrs Scott, Mr
Matthews and Mrs Skerry spoke to pupils from Reception to Year 11, while
Head Pupils from Junior and Senior
sides of the school introduced themselves. On Thursday Seniors also had
an assembly, and these will continue
through the term. It has been great to
have everyone back and discover new
ways to get back to “business as usual”.
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Year 11 PSHEE
Year 11 enjoying some down time as part of their mental health PSHE afternoon; some games to finish off the day.

Year 8 English
Year 8 English have enjoyed started reading Philip Pulman’s adventure packed stage version of Mark Shelley’s
classic horror story Frankenstein. So far they have been working with the prologue and looking at a filmed dramatic interpretation. We have focused on planning our sequence using shot types and sound effects. Students
have shown great creativity and we are looking forward to sharing them in class.
Just remember: Frankenstein is the professor and not the monster!
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The Great Outdoors…...
Year 5 have had fun in the Orchard this week creating bunting from nature demonstrating the different tones of
green that could be found. Lots of fun was had by all, and it was lovely seeing the children enjoying the outdoor
space. These pictures of the children can be seen on the stairs up to Years 5 and 6, and show how much the children love life outdoors.
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Year 7 Teambuilding Day
Year 7 had a fantastic day at the beach yesterday (Thursday 10th September). They spent the day at Widemouth
Bay surfing and body boarding as part of their transition into the senior school. Well done to all of the Beach Boys
(and Girls) of Year 7! Mr Payne was proud to report he even managed to stand up!
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After school club…….
During Year 5/6 After school club on Thursday, the children were creating chalk images that reflect the transition
from Summer to Autumn.

Lost Property
Does anyone own these shoes? Brand new
Clarks and lost in school since the start of
term.
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Welcome to our youngest children…….

It has been lovely to welcome our Reception children in to St Joseph’s School and to see them settle in so well in
such a short space of time. Go team Reception—and well done Mrs Hampton and Miss May—top teamwork.
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Rounders anyone……
Year 8 enjoyed a rather lively game of Rounders on Thursday afternoon in the sunshine on the all-weather pitch
here at St Joseph’s. Tutor group Stella v tutor group Maris

Duke of Edinburgh
Well done to the Silver DofE team who headed out onto Bodmin Moor on a foggy weekend in August. They walked
from Minions to Camelford with a camp in between. A brilliant effort - congratulations to you all.
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