WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 6
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
I cannot quite believe it but as I write this we have just two hours
left before we have completed the half term. This is quite an
achievement, and the fact we have maintained the good ship St
Joseph’s on an even keel through some distinctly choppy waters
is testament to how well parents pupils and staff have engaged
with all we have tried to do this half term. Pats on the back
please people – you are all this week’s stars of the week for me.
The week has been as busy as ever, and one real highlight for me has been the recent walks with Key Stage 1 and
Key Stage 2 over the fields that adjoin the school site. This is an area I have got to know well through lockdown
walks, and taking the children down to the River Kensey and through the very boggy ground (KS2) was quite an
adventure.
It was a moment to again reflect on how fortunate we are to live in the South West, and how important time
outdoors is for us all. Time on the beach or moor, coast path or country lane is invaluable, and a chance to enjoy
a moment of calm and reflection – even when surrounded by some 60 children!
This week has also been a moment to think how fortunate we are to be members of St Joseph’s, and for the
children to have access to the opportunities they do. We should never take these opportunities for granted, and
must remember that many children sadly do not have the same freedoms or sense of safety that the children
here do.
Today I have also seen the Junior School Harvest Festival, and it is a real pleasure to see the finished product
which you can see by clicking here. Mrs Smith has done wonderfully well with this, ably supported by the Junior
School Team, and it is lovely to be able to share with you, even in a different form to the usual performance.
Pl3ease do take the time to watch – you will be very proud of your children.
We also have completed face-to-face parents’ evenings in recent weeks, as well as offering Teams appointments
in the Junior School. We will continue to finesse these in light of Covid protocols, and a huge thank you to the
many parents who were very appreciative of the efforts staff have put in to make this possible. While there was
an air of speed dating about the ringing of the bell to mark appointments, things went as smoothly as can be.
Please do remember that appointments can be made with staff outside of these evenings if there is anything of
more depth you wish to discuss.
This week after school has seen our Meet the Tutor afternoon tea on the terrace for Year 7 on Monday, our
Teams What’s Next Evening for Year 10 on Wednesday and the aforementioned Year 11 Parents Evening last
night. All this, with full teaching days and clubs after school, has ensured site, teaching and non-teaching staff
have worked logistical wonders. Like you, we are all ready for a break, and like you we will be ready and raring to
go come November the 2nd. In that week’s newsletter we will let you know plans for the rest of the term – and
with a Santa Run already in the diary, we know it will be just as action packed as this one.
With best wishes, Mr Scott.
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Dear Junior School Parents,
As the idiom says ‘Time flies when you are having fun’ and I am rather incredulous that we have already got to
half term, extremely grateful that it is 2 week break and very thankful that we have all enjoyed it so much. The
children and teachers have worked exceptionally hard this half of term and we all certainly need to recharge our
batteries ready for the run up to Christmas.
After the half term break can all junior children please come back to school in winter uniform (see details on the
next page). We will also be continuing with the children coming into school in their PE kit on the days they have
PE – do check your child’s time table on the portal if you are unsure. As the days are now much chillier, can you
please ensure the children are wearing tracksuit bottoms so they do not get cold, when they are not exerting
themselves out on the pitch.
The KS1 and KS2 Cornwall Wildlife Site walks were a real delight to be part of and the children really enjoyed
them. We were blessed with absolutely beautiful weather but even if this had not been the case we would have
carried on regardless. There is no such thing as bad weather, only bad clothing.
As the weather has definitely turned much more autumnal, we are more likely to have wet playtimes. There is no
reason for children not to go outside, even if it raining and it is much better for them to be able to have a run
around and blow off some steam. With that in mind, can you please make sure that your child’s outdoor clothing
(wellies, waterproof trousers nod waterproof coat) are in school at all times.
If you child is absent from school or is going to be late, please don't forget to contact the office as soon as
possible.
Finally, just as a reminder, there are early buses on Tuesday 3rd of November so there will be no prep or clubs
this evening.
Thank you all so much for all your support this half term for me and for all the staff in the junior school.
I wish you a fantastic half term and will see you all in November .

Caroline Skerry
Head of Juniors CLICK HERE FOR JUNIOR SCHOOL HARVEST FESTIVAL

Dear Senior School Parents,
It is full credit to all in our St Joseph's community for creating and working within our new normal to make this
such a successful first term back. On top off COVID-19 protocols we have still been able to do all the normal day
to day aspects that we expect to in school, plus more. Thank you for all your support this half term; I am so proud
of all the pupils and it gives me a real sense of pride to see just how maturely they have acted in difficult times.
Not only this, but the academic progress they are making continues to be excellent. I would also like to thank our
staff who have been fantastic throughout this half term, and their dedication and care for pupils is exceptional.
A reminder that all pupils should be in full WINTER uniform after half term please, which does mean no shorts for
the boys and girls in black tights.
We can be hopeful of another great half term next month, which is always a nice one as we build up to Christmas.
I hope that you have a brilliant half term.

Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of Senior School
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Junior School Winter Uniform

Reception—Year 2
Girls Winter Uniform

Boys Winter Uniform

Blue Roll Neck Sky Top *
Tartan Pinafore Dress*
Navy V-Neck Pullover with Logo*

Blue Roll Neck Sky Top*
Grey Trousers
Navy V-Neck Pullover with Logo*

Junior Unisex Blazer with Logo* (optional in Reception class)
Navy Blue tights

Junior Unisex Blazer with Logo* (optional in Reception class)
Grey Socks
Black Shoes

Black Shoes
Navy Coat with Logo (optional)*

Navy Coat with Logo (optional)*

Year 3—Year 6
Girls Winter Uniform

Boys Winter Uniform

Long Sleeve Blue Blouse twin pack*
Bedford Tartan Kilt* for Year 3 - Year 9
Blue V-Neck Pullover with Logo*
Navy Blue tights
Polishable Black Shoes

Long Sleeve Blue Shirt twin pack
Grey Trousers
Blue V-Neck Pullover with Logo*

Junior Unisex Blazer with Logo*

School Tie*
Grey Socks
Polishable Black Shoes

Navy Coat with logo(optional)*

Junior Unisex with Logo*

Navy Hat, Scarf and Gloves

Navy Coat with logo(optional)*

Water Bottle

Navy Hat, Scarf and Gloves
Water Bottle
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Year 7 History

Students were having to share information on
posters around the room about famous people
they were not allowed to write anything down
had a limited amount of time to read and then
share with their partner.

Illness / Absence
Can we please request that the
school is informed of any absences
by 0900 each day. This can either
be done by e-mail
reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
or by phone call on 01566 772580
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Year 8 English—Frankenstein
Year 8 have finished reading a Phillip Pullman stage adaptation of the novel Frankenstein and rounded off the module of work by putting Dr Frankenstein on trial. The class
split into two and students prepared defence and prosecution statements. When the ‘trial’ began the class became
the jury with a nominated team presenting their case. The
trial lasted a whole lesson and proved lively and emotional! Frankenstein was found not guilty of the murders in the
play. I think we have some budding criminal defence
lawyers in Year 8- we had a lot of heated debate.
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Year 9 English
Here are some examples of the amazing “book maps” made by pupils in Year
9.

Dates for your diary………
Early Buses

PTA Zoom Meeting

In order to ensure the safety of all of our pupils
whilst continuing our parents evenings, we will have
early buses on the following dates:

Friday 6th November at 0930.

Tuesday 3rd November – Year 10 parents evening
Thursday 19th November – Year 9 parents evening
Wednesday 9th December – Year 7 parents evening
No after school clubs or prep will be held on these
evenings for any pupil.

Join Zoom Meeting – PTA Zoom
Meeting #2 – All Welcome
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/88456709430?
pwd=a2g0S3RYZ0s2dnJURXpJYXFHM3
VXUT09
Meeting ID: 884 5670 9430
Passcode: 9Pu2Cy

Christmas Fayre Discussion

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 6

A big thank you……

Lost Property

To Mrs Scard-Morgan
for her very kind
donation to the
school of a large
projection screen.
This is very much
appreciated and will
definitely be used on
a regular basis.

Can we please ask all parents (and pupils) to check
school bags and PE kit for any items that belong to
other students. There are a few items of clothing
that have gone missing and may have ended up in
the wrong bag by accident.
One item that has gone missing is a black Nike
trainer.
Any such items can be handed in to Reception
where they will be returned to their rightful
owner.
Many thanks…….

Computer Club

Success for Will and Jack in Computer
Club today as they finished building
their Lego claw arm robot and have
started programming it.

BlackbirdPie magazine goes virtual!
You can view it on a computer, tablet or mobile
phone. The virtual magazine is filled with great
things to do, videos, links and interactive stuff.
There are lovely places to visit, wonderful walks
and museums and galleries to visit (with safety
measures in place).
This is our first attempt at an online magazine so please let us know if there are any glitches.
The format has chapter headings and then you can flow down into each section for more information.
Please subscribe so we can send you a link to the next issue.
Happy reading, keep safe and well and have a great autumn.
Simon, Vanessa, & the Blackbird”
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Subject Wonders of the Week……

KS stars of the week

Maths: Leia Parkhouse for fantastic progress with Calculus.
Leia approaches all lessons with focus, determination and a
keen interest. Well done Leia!

KS1: Dylan Scott

English: Erin Dickson – totally above and beyond in her work on
Frankenstein

KS2: William Uglow

Chemistry: Will Collings for 'nailing' Masses to Balanced Equations calculations

KS3: China Bunyard

MFL: Diesel Crossley, Robin Smith, Tom Stephens, Georgina
Hawke: for improving their writing skills in Spanish.

KS4: Thomas Morcom and Mary
Dowling

Biology: Josh Beadle is the Biology wonder of the week for
producing a fantastic poster on How to Keep Healthy.

Year 9 Humanities
In Humanities this term year 9 are studying the topic Law and Justice. To round off the half-term they held a mock
trial - with Judge Jacob here making sure that the jury had all the information they needed to find Georgie guilty or
not -guilty. The class all had roles as prosecution or defence barristers, witnesses or members of the jury. Martha
was the Usher whose ensured everything ran smoothly!
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Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022
Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These can also be viewed
on the School website.
Autumn Term 2021
Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term Monday 18th October – Friday 29th
October)
Spring term 2022
Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February)
Summer term 2022

Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June)

Mini London Marathon Challenge

This week children from across the school have taken part in the Mini London
Marathon challenge. They have completed their 2.6mile run around the school
grounds. Well done everyone!
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Junior Outdoor Learning……

Junior School children have been making the most of the lovely autumn sunshine today. Children have
been in the orchard collecting apples, taking part in Science walks and climbing in their favourite tree .

Debate Club
In Debate club this term the year 9 and 10 members have been working on improving both their arguments and
rebuttal technique. This week they used a conscience alley to debate whether fireworks parties should be banned
in private gardens. They then worked together on the board to formalise their arguments and work out the
counter-arguments.
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Year 7 Science

Year 7 have been using universal indicator to identify 10
mystery solutions. They used their iPad to record in slow
motion the colour change

Junior Interhouse Cross Country results
1st- Michaels
2nd- Thomas's
3rd- Catherines
4th Dominics

Well done to all
who took part…..

Contact Details….
Please can we ask that
you inform us of any
changes of email or
contact telephone
numbers.
This will allow us to
update the school
records and ensure that
we can contact you
quickly and efficiently
should the need arise. Many thanks.
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Apple Picking

Here are some lovely pictures of
our Year 6 pupils out in the
Orchard, picking apples to give to
Newquay Zoo.
It was lovely to get out into the
fresh air and everyone certainly
enjoyed the event…….

CLICK FOR JR HARVEST FESTIVAL
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What’s On – October Half Term 2020

Monsters of the Deep: National Maritime Museum
https://nmmc.co.uk/monsters-of-the-deep/

PAFC Roadshows at St Joseph’s School
https://argylecommunitytrust.co.uk/soccer-roadshows/in-north-devon/

Eden Project – Ice Skating
https://www.edenproject.com/visit/whats-here/ice-skating

Surfing at Widemouth Bay
https://www.freewavesurfacademy.co.uk/surfing-lessons/

BFG on tour Launceston Town Hall
https://www.sterts.co.uk/autumn2020

STEAM Activity days in Bude
https://cognitionlearning.co.uk/whats-on

Halloween at Paradise Park
www.paradisepark.org.uk

Crealy Spookfest
https://www.crealy.co.uk/halloween
The Great Big Brick Safari
https://www.paigntonzoo.org.uk/

Bodmin Jail - Halloween
https://www.bodminjail.org/whats-on/halloween/
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What’s On – October Half Term 2020
Halloweek At Camel Creek - meet and greet the Monster Minions
https://www.camelcreek.co.uk/meet-the-minions/

Paddington at Lappa Valley
https://www.lappavalley.co.uk/events/a-visit-from-paddington/

Spooky October Half Term at Flambards
https://www.flambards.co.uk/october-half-term-cornwall

Climbing at Milton Abbot
https://www.barnclimbingwall.co.uk/

Pumpkin Fest 2020
https://www.strawberryfieldslifton.co.uk/events/pumpkin-fest-2020/

Newquay Zoo Family Day Out
https://www.newquayzoo.org.uk/

Exhibitions at Tate St Ives
https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on?daterange=fromnow&gallery_group=tate_st_ives

Rock Climbing Yelverton
https://www.crag2mountain.co.uk/rock-climbing-courses

Cardinham Woods – Be a tree explorer
https://www.forestryengland.uk/resource/tree-explorer-activity-pack?
utm_source=social&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=blog&utm_content=national
Twilight Halloween Fancy dress run Haldon Forest
https://www.forestryengland.uk/forest-event/events-haldon-forest-park/twilight-runhalloween-edition
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Please see below a flyer we received from the NHS…..
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