WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 8
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
What a joy it is to see the bursts of colours the children provide today as they have ‘come as themselves’ for
Children in Need today. As well as raising money for a well deserving charity, it has been a great insight into how
the children, and staff, are as themselves. Top marks from me go to Carson who has come as a glorious multicoloured caterpillar, and also to Jem who has gone all out and arrived to school as the notorious bounty hunter
Boba Fett. Quite a contrast, but each put a smile on my face as I greeted them through the doors this morning.
As an aside, Jem also sparked a discussion between Mrs Skerry and I as to the relative merits of the original films
and the later prequels and sequels, though sadly I must confess that while a fan of the originals, Jar Jar Binks was
enough to put me off later additions to the canon.
In other news, the term continues apace and we are looking to ensure the weeks running up to Christmas are
action packed across the school and that neither pandemic nor national lockdown will stand in the way of a great
time here at school for the whole St Joseph’s community. Please do look out for the PTA letter that was sent
today, this has details of all that will be coming up. Save the date for the Pauls Ainsworth family cook along—we
will be getting ideas of numbers soon, and hope for as many as possible to join us then.
We also sent details of the School Santa Run yesterday—again, please do check if you have not seen this letter.
We need an idea of numbers by Thursday next week and as a school I really hope we can get behind this great
charity and have fun doing so. By raising just £7.50 (or as much more as they are able) pupils get the Santa suit to
wear and keep, a medal, and the knowledge they have helped out school charity and the people they care for.
With caring in mind, Mr Matthews and I, as well Mrs Mann in her role as Governor, spent yesterday afternoon in
a school’s mental health and wellbeing session hosted by Cornwall Council, the Education Psychology
Department and Headstart Kernow. Through this, we are reviewing as a school how to ensure we are best placed
to continue supporting children and staff through all we do. As ever, there were many things we already have in
place, but excellent ideas for improvement and new ideas.
Their analogy for the current experience we are going through is ‘Same Storm, Different Boats’ - Weathering the
Storm. This is a great way to describe what children, staff and parents have each gone through and continue to go
through in the topsy-turvy world of 2020. While we are looking to navigate to calmer waters, we all have our
individual boats and it is key to acknowledge how every individual will need help to do so. It is a real opportunity
to reflect on how we approach this, and on ensuring the best support for each member of the school community,
and ourselves.
Finally, the children were a credit to you as parents during our full school Remembrance Day assembly this week.
From Reception to Y11 they stood for the 2 minutes silence, and did the school proud in this important moment
for the whole school.
I hope you all have time to enjoy the weekend, and look forward to welcoming you back next week. Seniors are
getting ready for exams, Juniors for Christmas Production, and everyone for another action-packed St Joseph’s
week. With best wishes, Mr Scott.
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Dear Senior School Parents,
All pupils have taken wearing masks in their stride and I am so proud of the way that they have implemented the
wearing of masks this week. We know that it is far from the norm in school and pupils have found it strange.
Despite this they have acted with maturity and respect for all in our community, something that we encourage
and are very pleased to see. Please pass on our thanks to your child.
Children in Need Day was a nice way to finish the week and being able to raise money for others is always very
rewarding. As we enter the week before examinations commence, please note there will be no homework set,
except for revision. Please help your pupils with this and help them where needed. It is important that they also
have many breaks, and exercise really helps at this time. I hope you have a lovely weekend
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School

Dear Junior School Parents,
What a lovely week we have had in the junior school this week: Year 2 have been looking closely at the great fire
of London, Year 4 listening intently to How to Train Your Dragon and Year 6 have been multiplying money using
very efficient methods indeed.
The wet playtimes continue to be source of great entertainment. Puddle jumping is an activity loved by children
from 0-99. Sadly, there were a few children who were unable to join in, as they had forgotten their coats,
waterproof trousers, or wellies. Unfortunately, as well as missing wet playtimes they will also have to stay inside
school during outdoor school sessions. Please help your children to remember their wet weather kit.
Next week is Anti-Bullying Week and we will start with Odd Socks Day to mark the first day of Anti-Bullying
Week . Can the children in the junior (and senior) school come in odd socks on Monday to celebrate that we are
all unique. Girls can wear the socks over or instead of their tights. We will focus on anti-bullying this week
through PSHE and assemblies but of course bullying will never
be tolerated at St Josephs.
As mentioned in the weekly update the ‘Silly Santa’ charity
event is fast approaching, and I really do hope all the children
in the junior school will participate in raising money for The
Children’s Hospice South West – a very worthy cause- and have
a splendid time taking part too!
I do hope you all have a lovely weekend and I look forward to
seeing all the different socks on Monday.
Have a lovely weekend .
Caroline Skerry
Head of Juniors
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An update from our Senior School Head Boy and Girl
It was great to be back in school and see everybody this first half term, although we have
all been socially distancing, something makes everyone feel closer and more part of the St
Joseph’s family than ever!
At the beginning of term with European day of languages, all of the prefects helped out in
different ways, whether it was hiding dolls or taking photos, the day was a big success.
School council met just before half
term and a number of great ideas
from all years were put forward,
so we are planning to meet again
in the next couple of weeks to
discuss what actions we can take
to make the ideas possible.

The prefect team have been working hard
and helping staff by helping with after
school prep on a number of occasions
and generally helping out with whatever
is needed. Over this past half term we
have been really proud of the Year 8
deputy prefects who have managed the
prefect roles in their bubbles.
Those students are, Ella, Lowen, Oscar,
Max, Hollie, Rosie, Grace , Will and Jack.

Looking forward to this half term, Children in Need day will be another big success and
although limited in the range of activities we can do, the prefect team has helped to make
sure everybody plays their part and gets involved.
Mary and Robin
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Children in school for Children in Need!
Lots of fun was had by all in our nonuniform day—Mr Scott and Lawrence in
Y2 chose the same outfit, though Lawrence clearly looks more stylish.
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Subject Wonders of the Week……

KS stars of the week

Maths: Miss McLean's whole Year 9 class who have been incredibly focussed this term and have made huge strides in their
algebra work in class!

KS1: Dominic Lee

English: Thomas Harris for making fantastic progress in the subjects and delivering reading and writing assessments that were
a pleasure to mark.

KS2: Daniel Broadhurst

Chemistry: Thomas Harris excellent work calculating numbers
of sub-atomic particles in ions.
Biology: Georgie Gilbert for an outstanding presentation on the
lungs.
MFL: Aiden Getson excellent improvement in French and active
participation in lessons.
Humanities: Jack Woods for producing an outstanding comparative piece of work on the Chile and Nepal earthquakes.

KS3: Ashok Anaspure

KS4: Robin Smith

Art: Rosie Renfree is the star for art for her lovely painting of
mono print .

Festival of Diwali

This week Year 1 are learning about the Hindu festival of Diwali. They have been using their maths skills to create
beautiful Rangoli patterns to decorate the classroom. Great team work year 1!
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Craft club poppies

These beautiful poppies were made in Year 3 and
4 Craft Club. Holding their special work are Jessica, Reuben and Faith.
The whole school took part in our Rembrance Day
assembly this week, and Head Pupils from Senior
and Juniors read beautifully. Well done Mary,
Robin, Ruby and Henry.

Memory Rocks
Year 6 created their memory rocks last week and Mrs Hudson placed them on the war memorial in Launceston
town square on Saturday.
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Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022
Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These can also be viewed
on the School website.
Autumn Term 2021
Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term Monday 18th October – Friday 29th
October)
Spring term 2022
Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February)
Summer term 2022

Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June)

Year 6 Topic
Following work in school about life in the trenches of
WW1, the children were asked to create a piece of work
that showed the features of a trench. They made an
amazing selection of work that included models,
drawings, outdoor models and even a cake!
The work is now on display to share with the school
community.
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Year 7 Science

Pupils in Year 7 Science enjoyed learning about
burning Magnesium this week…..obviously
overseen by Mrs Godwin at all times!!!!

Thank you…….

A massive thank you to all who donated to the Food Bank—it is very much appreciated.
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This year we are supporting the Pirate FM Christmas Toy Appeal and we need your help.
You can donate new, unopened toys to the box which will be located outside of the school
office each day until 15th December. Christmas can be a tough time, the Pirate FM Toy
Appeal and the generosity of the community over the years, has greatly helped hospitals
and charities that aid disadvantaged children. Thank you for your support. Please maintain
social distancing when making a donation. Thank you.
Year 7 RS
In RS year 7 are studying Ancient Cornish spirituality. Over half term some of the
class took on the challenge of looking at different Ancient sites around us. Here are
Theo and Thomas who recreated them in LEGO whilst Harry spoke to the class about
his trip to Zennor and the standing stones.
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Family Quiz

Anyone………..

Community News…..
Please select the link below to access the Blackbird Magazine.

BlackbirdPie 2020 Autumn

Illness / Absence
Can we please request that the school is
informed of any absences by 0900 each day.
This can either be done by e-mail
reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk or by
phone call on 01566 772580.

Can we also ask that any non-urgent queries via phone call are not made until
after 0900. This will allow the Reception Team to concentrate on Registration.
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