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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 12 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

For today, I want to share part of our End of Term Assembly: 

We are now at the end of term – and I am delighted that we are stopping now and not going into next week. We have 

achieved so much, with more to come as next week we will see the final edits of the Junior Christmas Production and the 

Service of Lessons and Carols. When we started back in September we talked about the challenges the term would bring, 

and how we all needed to adapt to the changed processes and procedures that the year would bring. We did that. And we 

did it amazingly. 

We have all got used to hand sanitising, cleaning, social distancing and one-way systems. Bubbles have gone from things we 

blow to things we move around in, we have adapted to changed procedures for our lunches, where we play, what we can do 

and we have even come through Lockdown 2. 

We have had assemblies on Teams, we have had parents’ evenings with masks, and we have had many, many fewer visitors 

in school. We have come so far, and done so much, and we have done it all with smiles on our faces and with the most 

remarkable enthusiasm and belief in the value, worth and importance of our school, and of being in school. Our belief in the 

value of school, and of our school, has only grown because of the experience of Lockdown 1. It has shown us all how 

important being together is, of how much we must value the shared experience of learning, and of doing so with those 

around us – pupils, teachers and non-teaching staff alike. 

We have, together, lived thorough a time that is of historic significance. These are days that a Mr Duff of the future – 

perhaps even one of you who our own Mr Duff has inspired in History club, will teach to classes in a St Joseph’s of the future. 

We have seen unique challenges in unprecedented times. The truly impressive thing is that we have faced these challenges 

and remained true to the values of care, compassion and community that have always been, and should always be, at the 

heart of our school. 

You have all shown tremendous resilience. You have shown tremendous strength, and you have shown tremendous good 

humour. Hearing laughter, music and fun through the classrooms, corridors and outdoor spaces of the school is the greatest 

thing that this term has brought – life has come back to the school. 

At Christmas we remember the nativity, the birth of Jesus, the arrival of the son of god into the world of men and this 

moment has remained as a symbol of hope for over two thousand years. This Christmas, we arrive at the holidays full of 

hope ourselves: we know how strong we can be, and we know that whatever challenges next term brings as a school we will 

rise to them. 

Yesterday was one of the proudest moments I have had as a Headteacher, and that is remarkable as there are many things I 

have seen during the past five years that have made me incredibly proud of you and the children who were here over that 

time and have left to go on to great things elsewhere. 

Seeing over two hundred Santas and elves around the school, and knowing how much we as a school would raise for charity 

was a remarkable feeling. It was a sign of just what we can achieve together. If I am every asked want Care, Compassion and 

Community looks like, I now know it looks like 240 Santas and elves. It looks like a Y11 Santa taking care of a KS1 Elf who has 

fallen over and just needs to be shown it is all OK.  

St Joseph’s is built on every act of care, compassion and community that we show to one another each and every day. St 

Joseph’s is about each one of you – whether you are Elf or Santa, whether you are Reception or Year 11, and we each have 

our part to play in making this school the one we want it to be. 

Thank you all. I hope you have a great, safe Christmases one and all. Take care, Mr Scott. 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

We have accomplished so much this term: I can’t quite believe that we have completed a term of this academic 
year already! I am so proud of all in our school community, how we have got here and the challenges we have 
overcome. I have said it before, but I really have been so impressed with pupils and the way they have risen to 
the challenge that Covid-19 has given us; they have remained resilient and have adapted with the different 
elements in place at school; I am so grateful for being a part of our school community. Staff, pupils, and families 
have shown great care and have been respectful towards each other.  
 

A reminder that all reports, including exam results will be published to the parent Portal on Friday 18th 
December. 
 

We have had a fantastic end to the term and particularly with the Santa run which was a brilliant afternoon for 
all, whilst raising a great amount of money for Cornwall Hospice Care. As we all look forward to Christmas, we 
can also look forward to a new Year and be positive for the start of Spring term. In school we will continue to 
ensure the safety of all in our community and will continue to follow government guidance with Covid-19, whilst 
ensuring school is as normal as possible where your son/daughter will continue to progress and develop. In the 
Spring term, we will be welcoming back Mr John Fraser who will be teaching 1 day a week in the DT department 
to aid Mr Peter Robinson who has made a positive impact in the department. We will also be welcoming Miss 
Catherine Parkin who will be joining St Joseph's in the role of TA. Miss Parkin will be working on a one to one 
basis with a pupil and will also support pupils as a general TA in the classroom. 
 

I hope you have a fantastic Christmas and have a wonderful New Year.  
 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

What week, I have laughed until I cried at the junior children floundering in the mud, watched the junior school 

all running around dressed as elves or Santa, called bingo and led a Christmas quiz.  

It has been an absolute delight this week and a very fitting end to a very long term. I just want to thank you to 

you all for your pragmatism and support.  The junior school has achieved so much this term in rather strange and 

often trying times and that is solely down to the team effort of parents, teachers and children- the strongest 

structure – a triangle.  

We are looking forward to welcoming 3 new members of staff into the junior school and our St Joseph's family in 
January. Mrs Halliday will be teaching Year 3 on a Mondays and Fridays, as Mrs Mulroy moves into her new SEND 
role across the juniors and seniors.   Miss Lee and Mrs Randall- Beale will also joining us in the positions of 
Teaching assistants . A huge welcome to you all! 

So thank you once again and have a very very merry Christmas  

Christmas Wishes   

Caroline Skerry 

Head of Juniors  
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The Elves are ready to run………….on your marks, get set, go……... 

 

A host of heavenly angels… 

Made by Year 1. 
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Christmas Bingo Fun 

We’ve had lots of fun this week playing 

Bingo with two separate appearances 

from Father Christmas as both classes 

and tutor groups battled the numbers…. 

Twenty nine—it’s Christmas time…… 

All the fours—it’s Rudolph’s carrots!!?? 

Not quite the polished bingo calls you’d 

expect but it was brilliant fun!!!! 

Batteries 

Batteries are recycled in school and once the 

container is full we arrange for BatteryBack 

(This is run in association with Duracell) to 

collect the container for recycling.   

To add to the school container just pop your 

batteries into the giant Duracell battery in the 

Used Postage Stamps 

We recycle Postage stamp in the school 

to raise funds for the RNIB 

How stamps make a difference 
By collecting stamps you're helping to 

break down the barriers that stop 

people with sight loss living life to the 

full. We accept all stamps: new or used, 

first or second class, foreign, first day 

covers, presentation packs or albums. Stamps are sold by weight 

and we raise £20 per kilogramme of stamps, so it's a brilliant way 

to raise money. 

Hand in your used stamps to the school office. 
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Year 9 Cultural Awareness 

In their Cultural Awareness les-
sons, with Mrs Paton, Year 9 
students made "barriletes", 
kites made out of sugar paper, 
to celebrate the Sumpango fes-
tival. In Guatemala, people 
make giant kites as a way to 
remember the deceased. The 
kites act as a link between the 
earth (where the bodies are 
buried) and Heaven (where the 
souls of relatives have gone).  

It took us two lessons to 
make the kites and we 
tried to fly the kites this 
week. Unfortunately the 
weather was not clement 
so 9 Maris could not fly 
theirs, but we'll give it a go 
next week. 9 Stella had fun 
and most kites flew well. 
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              School Raffle 

When: Monday 14th December at 1300 

Where: drawn by Mr Scott at St Joseph’s School and   

broadcast over Zoom: 

https://zoom.us/j/96236391146?
pwd=aHYxTldYVHF6R2tvbWo1R2xMWWRNZz09 

Meeting ID: 962 3639 1146 

Passcode: 1LUJtB 

…..with lots of other prizes from: 

Torview Wines, Flowers by Donna Cornish, 

Enchanted Glass, Bodyshop,                   

Prim and Pom, Betty’s Bubble,               

Suddy Nora, Sue’s Essential Solutions,      

Helen’s Sweetie Delights, Sophella Crafts 

and The Sweetie Bandit. 

 

A big thank 

you to        

everyone who      

donated.. 

The pictures show all our main prizes……….. 

Prize winners will be contacted on completion of the draw.  The school office will be open on 

Wednesday 16th December 0930-1400 for anyone wishing to collect their prize before Christmas. 

https://zoom.us/j/96236391146?pwd=aHYxTldYVHF6R2tvbWo1R2xMWWRNZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96236391146?pwd=aHYxTldYVHF6R2tvbWo1R2xMWWRNZz09
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Christmas Pomanders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The reception classroom smells beautiful this afternoon 
after the reception and year one children used oranges 
and cloves to make traditional Christmas pomanders. 
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Maths:  Will Tippett as KS3 maths star of the 
week. He has had a very good maths exam re-
sult and is working very hard. 

Maths KS4: Daniel Altaan for fantastic progress 

MFL:  Thomas Harris for speaking excellent Span-
ish with MFL Spanish Assistant. 

Music: Shannon Uglow for creating the most fan-
tastic film music score with development 

Drama: Daisy Rea for some promising work on her 
GCSE devised performance work 

KS Stars of the Week 

 

KS1: Bryony Medland 

 

KS2: Odi Leyva-Sanchez 

 

KS3: Millie Rose 

KS4: The whole prefect team for 

their role in the Santa 

Run 

Early Buses 

The Senior School parents’ evenings will take place on the following dates: 

Wednesday 27th January - Year 7  

Thursday 11th February - Year 11 

Tuesday 23rd February - Year 8 

Thursday 25th March - Year 9 

Due to the increased number of personnel 
in the building and the requirement to  
maintain  COVID safe practices, there will 
be early  buses on those dates. 

Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022 
 

Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These can also be 
viewed on the School website.   

 Autumn Term 2021   

Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term Monday 18th October – Friday 29th      

October)  

Spring term 2022    

Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February)  

Summer term 2022  

Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June)  
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Now renamed by the children 'the muddy walk', all the children in the junior school went for a 
ramble across the school's neighbouring fields. The area is a Cornwall Wildlife site and contains 
many examples of rare flora and fauna. Although this time the children were right, as most of the 
wildlife was in hibernation and it was very very very muddy!! 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  11 

 

Magic Martin 

 

The Junior School have seen 

some amazing magic tricks 

this week with a visit from 

Magic Martin….. 
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Year 5 Christingle 

 
Year 5 started the week in a Christmassy fashion by sharing 
their Christingle Assembly with parents and the Junior School 
in Teams.  Later we lit our Christingle candles and enjoyed the 
sweets and oranges.   
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St Joseph’s School Santa Run……. 
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Well done to everyone who took part—it was quite some sight to see everyone dressed up in the Santa 

and Elf suits.  We are still collecting the money in so will announce the total in the next newsletter.  A big 

thank you for all your efforts—there have been some fantastic individual amounts raised.  Well done!! 
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Year 9 Baking…… 

 

 

These year 9 Santa’s baked some traditional 
German Christmas biscuits in their lesson 
today - we made Vanillekipferl and 
Zimtsterne and very much enjoyed tasting 
them while they were still warm! 
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Thank you so much to everyone that has donated toys to this years’ appeal.  

We have been overwhelmed by your generosity and hope that this will go a 

little way to making a child’s Christmas slightly better than it would have 

been. 

 

Pirate FM will be coming in early next week to pick up the toys and we are 

sure that they will be impressed with the amazing and generous spirit of St 

Joseph’s School community. 

 

Thank you and Merry Christmas! 


