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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 19 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

Well, here we are again—at the end of an action packed week with more news and events having taken placed that 

ever would have seemed possible as long ago as Monday.  

By far the biggest news was the much anticipated call to return to schools from the 8th, and we are delighted we will 

all be coming back then. We have run through many different scenarios for this, but we have every confidence that 

with a clear direction for the Junior school return and well organised testing on Monday 8th for all seniors who choose 

to take the lateral flow tests we shall be up and running for a full, safe, return on that date. 

This is not without its challenges, but if lockdown has taught us anything it is that we will rise to the challenge, even if 

that challenge is revealed last minute and in direct opposition to the challenge as it had been described just moments 

before. 

We will continue to provide information on this and GCSE exams for Y11 pupils as guidance is updated and the national 

picture changes. We want to be back, and we want to be back safely. What is very important to bear in mind is that 

teachers are ready to help pupils when they return in all manner of ways. 

Every pupil and every family will have experienced a different version of lockdown, and as Headstart Kernow say, the 

experience is of the same storm, but we have weathered it in different boats. To extend the metaphor, even when we 

think others have had plain sailing, you can pretty much guarantee they have been manning the pumps below deck, 

and that there have been near capsizes aplenty along the way.  

Children will have reacted differently, even to their siblings, and while there will be excitement about coming back, 

there will also be nerves—and teachers will be prepared for all eventualities, even those we just can’t know now. 

Just as every child is different, every child’s journey to this point has been different. They will have learned an 

enormous amount, but we must also be aware they have now had a full year living with the pandemic, and, just as 

their lexicons have changed so to have their lived experiences. When my five year old says “daddy what tier will we be 

in after lockdown?” or “has granny had her injection so we can see our big family again?” it is a reminder (should it be 

needed) that we are conceptually and emotionally in a very different place than we were even in March 2020. 

As teachers, parents, grandparents and as a community we have opportunities now to help children process these 

changes. As with so much to do with education, and children, that process will be a combination of incremental 

changes, lightbulb moments, lots of laughter and, probably, a few tears along the way. I a world of newspaper articles 

that focus on what has been ‘lost’ (and many losses have been profoundly personal and upsetting and this can never 

be glossed over) we will  also bring a focus to what we have gained, in resilience and adaptability, in skills and in 

appreciation of what it is to be part of a community, and a school, that we have learned through the past weeks and 

months. 

So we look ahead to the challenges next week brings with positivity.  Do remember that however you have weathered 

these recent storms, it’s worth bearing in mind St Piran had only a millstone around his neck for support as he floated 

to Cornwall from Wales. I hope as you drop your children for school on the 8th you feel at least a little of the 

excitement (and relief) that Piran did as he set foot on Perran Beach. 

With best wishes, 

Oliver Scott.  

https://www.headstartkernow.org.uk/


St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  2 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

 Dear Parents,  

Monday seems a distant memory, as with trepidation the teachers awaited the decision of the government on 

whether schools would re-open on the 8th of March. As you can probably imagine, it was smiling all round once 

we heard the news and we are really excited to have all the children back in school and our preparations are 

already in full swing.  

The creativity shown by the children in the Junior School was utterly outstanding on the Creativity days. There is 

a PowerPoint of some of the work that was produced.   

This is the link to it https://stjosephscornwall-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/

caroline_skerry_stjosephscornwall_co_uk1/EY5-5usVEklNsojqF_m6yZEBCKd4P169ft7sNNlAZKeIOQ?e=uwfftw .   

If you select side show and play, it will take you through the PowerPoint. However, there are some videos on it 

too so please do click on them and have a look. I am sure you will thoroughly enjoy it and be amazed at what the 

children have achieved.  

I am really looking forward to our  assembly next Monday, when Harry Crawford, Year 7 student and Lego 
ambassador will be presenting  ‘Build the change.’    
  
There are online parent meetings next week. Please ensure you have booked a time to have a talk with your 
child’s class teacher before 12pm on Monday 1st March, as this is when the booking closes.  
 

Next Friday, there will be class registers at 9am and a Junior School assembly at 11.30 am but there will be no 

live lessons. As the 5th of March is St Piran’s day, we will be Exploring Cornwall. There is a Team already set up 

for this, and the day will be a selection of activities celebrating and learning about all things Cornish.  

When we do come back to school on the 8th of March (hurray), most things will be as they were before the 

Christmas break.     

• School uniform is to be worn  

• Children always need outdoor school clothes in school  

• PE kit is to be worn to school on the days your child has PE  

• Children need a coat and trainers in school every day  

• KS1 will be dropped off and picked up at the Reception classroom gate     

KS2 children will enter via the main foyer doors.  We ask parents to remember appropriate social distancing, 
when collecting and dropping off their children and that facemasks must be worn in the school office.    Clubs 
and prep will begin again on Monday the 8th March. KS1 children attending a club/prep can be picked up at 4.30 
pm at the Reception classroom gate, KS2 children attending a club can be collected from the foyer at 4.30pm. 
and the parents of KS2 children attending prep need to go to the office when they come to collect their 
children. Children should limit the amount of equipment they bring into school each day to essentials such 
as snack boxes, book bags (KS1), sun hats, sun cream, coats, books and stationery. Bags are allowed. As always, 
please contact me on caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk if you have any questions or concerns. Have a 
lovely weekend. I believe we are in for some dry weather.   
   
Best Wishes  
  
Caroline Skerry—Head of Juniors  

https://stjosephscornwall-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/caroline_skerry_stjosephscornwall_co_uk1/EY5-5usVEklNsojqF_m6yZEBCKd4P169ft7sNNlAZKeIOQ?e=uwfftw
https://stjosephscornwall-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/caroline_skerry_stjosephscornwall_co_uk1/EY5-5usVEklNsojqF_m6yZEBCKd4P169ft7sNNlAZKeIOQ?e=uwfftw
mailto:caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk


St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  3 

 

Dear Senior School Parents, 

It is fantastic news that we will be able to have all pupils returning to school on Monday 8th March. We 
are really looking forward to their return which will allow some normality for all pupils. This means that 
we have just one week to go with remote learning, and I would like to thank you for your hard work in 
this process. 

Next week is National Careers week and thank you to Mrs Toulouse who has planned information for all 
pupils to get involved with this. Please encourage your children to take part. 

We are very hopeful of things gradually looking more normal and there is certainly a great deal of 
positives for us all to look to the summer. We will continue to work hard to ensure the safety of all in our 
community and will follow the guidance that we have. This will mean that the protocols for COVID-19 
that where in place last term will continue until Easter. We will of course update you next week with 
more details. Next Friday 6th March there will be no live lessons as we complete final preparations with 
staff for Monday 8th March. It is also St Piran's days and pupils will have a range of activities to complete 
in relation to this. It will also give pupils the opportunity for any catch-up work and ensure they are 
organised and prepared for returning to school on Monday with books, stationary and their uniform. 

I am sure that Year 11 parents would have seen the news regarding Year 11 GCSEs and how their subjects 
are going to be assessed. We will be sending information to you with regards this. 

Have a great weekend. 

With best wishes, 

Sam Matthews—Deputy Head of School 

 

 

That Sinking Feeling...we are happy to introduce the new washing area that is very nearly finished and is 
found immediately outside the dining room, where the old medical room was prior to lockdown 3. Water 
is warm and ready mixed and the flow is controlled without needing to use hands, like the new bottle 
filling station that is foot pedal operated. Well done Mr Thetford—great work once again! 
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Biology: Ben Laatz for his continued high quality work in 
Biology. 

Chemistry: KS3 Chemistry Stars of the Week - Elizabeth 
Headon, Ben Hodgson, Zack Hopkins, Jack Joshua, Olivia 
Shute 

Excellent work naming chemical formulae and calculating 
the number of atoms in a compound 

Also Finnan McCarthy the Week for being such a great 
student during the 2nd lockdown period. Finnan has 
been has been enthusiastic, keen to learn and his confi-
dence has really grown in terms of answering questions 
in class. Well done Finnan. 

DT: Jack Woods for excellent work 

MFL: Thomas Dowdall & Erin Godwin (excellent French 
work on toys in the house) 

Daniel Altaan (excellent participation in German lesson 
with our partner school) 

English: Liam Brent. Sustained hard work and high levels 
of achievement (and very impressive lunches).  

Humanities: Erin Godwin. Showing great perseverance 
Sam Curtis. Getting involved in all the tasks and working 
hard 
Emily Chalk  always positive 
Chloe Loughton a great model castle Alicia Lewis Langley 
Daisy Dougan. Both working really hard 
Thomas Roddy. Florence Scard Morgan both producing 
work of a high standard Mary Dowling. Exceptional effort 
in lockdown  

KS4 Art wonder .. Ben Laatz for his communication and 
biro drawing  

KS4 Photography wonder Megan May for her sketchbook 
work 

KS3 art wonder Archie Diffey for his monster film 

KS3 photography Rafferty for his bubble pictures  

KS Stars of the Week 

KS1: Dylan Scott 

KS2: Thomas Warren 

KS3:  Shannon Uglow—She’s always 

such a star online and spent 3 days of 

her half term attending the online 

course the Future Doctor Programme—

for more info see P16 

KS4: Lydia Trewin for being dedicated 

and organised in her online 

learning 

 

 

Fitness February: the results 
are awaited  

Well done to everyone who 
has taken part in the Febru-
ary challenge so far. The cur-
rent results, are being to-
talled by Mrs Budd and we 
will get them for you as soon 
as we are able. It is brilliant 
to see how many hours have 
been logged and it is so posi-
tive. Thank you to all involved 
and our Heads of Houses. 

 

Online Safety: The government have produced some guidance on this spe-
cifically for parents. While we may be returning to school on the 8th, lock-
down remains and this means it is very important we all work together 
more then ever to ensure safety online. The guidance can be accessed here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online?utm_source=25%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=
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Well done to every-

one for last term’s 

Santa Run. We have 

our total now, and 

as you can see the 

children, staff and 

parents (and every-

one who sponsored 

them) did brilliant-

ly! Please do pass 

on our thanks for 

such amazing fund 

raising. 

From Mrs Diffey: Year 7 have hit the ground running in our first English lesson of the term. We had a les-
son looking at the features of a ballad as an introduction to our new poetry topic. We read a ballad and 
identified rhyme schemes, the use of refrain and how ballads tell a story through regular stanzas. We fin-
ished the lesson by drafting a verse for a ballad based on the experience of lockdown. Here are some ex-
amples..... 

 

I like lockdown learning  
But for my friends I am yearning  
I wish there was no corona 
But there is so why not do some yoga 

Imogen Edyvean 

Doing all our work through teams  
Getting used to the regimes  
Lockdown learning is hard  
Break time in our backyard  
 
Getting snacks when we want  
But I am missing the restaurant  
Lockdown learning is hard  
Break time in our backyard 

Erin Godwin  

We're all in the same boat they say  

 but I would disagree.  

 So many different sailing crafts.  

 upon this stormy sea 

Sam Curtis 
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Year 1 have been creating Jack and the Beanstalk scenes this week using toys 
and props from around the house. So much detail - well done everyone! 

A HUGE well done to everyone in KS1 particularly for how they 
have adapted to lockdown. It has been amazing to see your 
work, and Mrs Hampton, Mrs Kemp, Mrs Bentley and Mrs Col-
will are very proud of you. Mrs Skerry and Mr Scott are amazed 
with all you have achieved. Thumbs up from all  of us at school! 
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As part of our topic all about  India, Year 2 have created Indian elephant 

collages and pictures. Well done Year 2, they are so colourful!  

Some Ele-facts: https://www.childfun.com/articles/

general/15-elephant-facts-for-kids/ 

1. There are two types of elephants found in the world 

2. Elephants are the largest living land animal 

3. Elephants can’t jump 

4. Elephants spend 16 hours per day eating 

5. Elephants travel in a herd 

6. Elephants can communicate with each other over far 

distances 

7. Elephants can live to be 70 years old 

8. Elephants can use their trunks to breathe underwater 

9. Elephants have great memories 

10. Female elephants are pregnant for 2 years 
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Year 3 have been Year 3 have been learning all about The Rainforest. 

They have been finding out about all the different types of food that is grown there and they also wrote a postcard from the rain-

forest. 

Lottie even made some cookies using ingredients made in the rainforest – they look very yummy! 
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Argyle Are Back: PAFC Club will be 
up and running for 3 weeks Friday 
12th, 19th and 26th March. Keep an 
eye out for the sign up forms on the 
Parent Portal. This club is suitable for 
children in Reception Class to Year 6 
and run by the PAFC coaching staff.  
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From the Senior School: 

In History we are looking at 

Motte and bailey castles. 

Harry Crawford from Year 7 

was able to show his amaz-

ing castle he created when 

he was on the television 

series Lego Masters and 

shared this with his fellow 

Year 7 pupils. Well done 

Harry—what amazing work. 
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Rainbows have 

been very im-

portant since the 

first lockdown as 

symbols of hope, 

and support for 

the NHS and 

other key work-

ers. To see Judy 

Garland singing 

the classic Some-

where Over the 

Rainbow just 

click here to go 

to YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oW2QZ7KuaxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oW2QZ7KuaxA
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Year 6 have been learning about micro-
organisms in science and art this week. I was 
amazed by their creativity and the art work in-
cluded textiles, paintings, drawings and even a 
painted door knob to represent the germs on 
handles! Well done Year 6. Mrs Hudson. 
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National Careers Week is next week—this is what we will be up to across the school: 

Juniors - 'What's Your Story' Linking World Book Day with National Careers Week (Mrs 
Jones is overseeing this) 

Year 7 - launch of Year 7 Careers teams page - do the Buzz Quiz Buzz quiz - icould from 
link on the channel then note strengths and job types. 

Year 8 - Pick 3 Careers - Have a look at the Careers links on the channel and pick 3 they 
might be interested in (Mrs Toulouse will pupils them on the Careers Channel Wed 
1:35)  

Year 9 - Pick 3 Careers Have a look at the Careers Links on the channel and pick 3 they 
might be interested in (Mrs Toulouse will meet pupils on the Careers Channel Tues am)  

Year 10 - Mrs Toulouse will meet pupils Mon 1:35 on the Careers Channel and look at 
some Work experience and virtual work experience opportunities. 

Year 11 - Mrs Toulouse will meet pupils Wed am on Careers Channel and look at the 
virtual work experience opportunities. 

From the world of Careers: 

Well done to Shannon Uglow who signed up over half term for the three day online 

‘Future Doctor Programme’ in half term suggested by Mrs Toulouse. Shannon was the 

only person from the South West and here tells us all about the experience: 

Day 1 
Today we covered three topics. In the morning we focused on the heart and disease. 
We went in a virtual emergency room and met a fictional patient named Frank! We lis-
tened to his heart, studied his ECG and had to ask him relevant questions to make a 
diagnosis and treatment plan. 
 
Our second topic today was public health and our third was ‘Head over Heart’. This is 
where we took a look at the relationship between the heart and the brain. 
 
Day 2 
Today, our first topic was the respiratory system. Our second was the lungs and disease 
where we learnt to interpret X-rays and discovered new information about different lung diseases. Our third topic was 
infectious diseases. We looked at different ways that illnesses are spread and how to prevent them which is relevant 
to our current topic in biology with Mrs Godwin. 
 
Day 3  
In the morning we started with plagues and pandemics which was insightful due to the current coronavirus pandemic. 
After that we dived into the world of digital health and learnt how technology is enhancing health care. 
 
The final part of the programme was a career coaching session and a Q&A panel with medical students. They were 
able to answer all of my questions and were all really friendly and encouraging. 
 
I really enjoyed the whole experience and would recommend anyone who is thinking about a future career in medicine 
to attend one of the InvestIN courses.  

 

Well done Shannon—it is great to hear all you have been up to. 

https://icould.com/buzz-quiz/
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This week the Year 10 German group joined up for a live conversation session with our German partner 
school die Gesamtschule Büren via Teams. The German students were excited to meet our students and 
had plenty of questions. We used a mixture of English and German to discuss our shared experiences of 
lockdown as well as music we like, our favourite films and how we spend our free time. We are also ex-
changing recipes with the German school this week and hope to have chance to try some out at home! 

https://www.ge-bueren.de/
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Year 7 Humanities 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  19 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 have started a new topic in English looking at the 
poetry of WW1. This week we have been looking at the use 
of propaganda to get young men to enlist and the place 
that poetry had in that. We looked at WW1 posters through 
to modern Army recruitment adverts and discussed how 
they used persuasive techniques. We then read a poem by 
Jessie Pope that used a range of techniques to encourage 
men to enlist and students then picked out elements from 
the poem to create a poster persuading soldiers to 'take the 
King's shilling'. These posters which all use a line from the 
poem have been created by James Tippet, Phoebe Blatch-
ford Cooper, Ella Hodgson and Tobias Stoppard.  
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 Sea Cadet STEM Workshop                                                 

On Monday 1st March Year 7 will take part in a sea cadet STEM workshop (all day) with Year 5 and 6 do-

ing this the following afternoon on Tuesday 2nd March.  

These will be virtual sessions on TEAMS that will be led by an outside agency and supported by school 

staff; it will consist of: 

An introduction to engineering, demonstration of how buoyancy works, and an explanation about 

the boat building challenge the pupils will take part in. 

To complete the challenge, pupils will need 1 x A4 card, a similar size of aluminum foil, scissors, tape, 

some weight to test the vessel (marbles, pebbles, dried pasta etc.). 

Further information can be found out on the MEP Website (Be An Engineer (sea-cadets.org)) 

 

World Book Day update: 

This is on the 4th of March. While we cannot celebrate this in 

the same way we would in school, please do feel free to dress up 

if you want to. 

We know there is 

a lot else going on 

so there is no 

pressure on pu-

pils or parents to 

do so—but if you 

have anything for 

a costume that 

you want to wear 

for the 4th do 

feel free. Looking back, these are 

my three Year 11 Tutor Groups and 

I with a themed year group book 

before I became Headteacher: can 

you guess the books we came as? 

Mr Scott. 

https://www.sea-cadets.org/be-an-engineer
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The year 9 photography students have been experimenting 
taking photos using oil and water. The close-up images be-
come distorted through the bubbles and liquid.  
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Y9 photography  
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Y9 photography  
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MFL: Year 7s had to use their imagination in French lessons on Friday before Half-
Term. 

The task was to use verbs in the present tense and be creative by using a toy and 
placing it in different parts of the house. The aim was to practise verbs and vocab-
ulary for rooms in the house. Thomas Dowdall & Erin Godwin handed in excellent 
pieces of work. Emily, Kobe and Imogen also produced some very good pieces. 
Mrs Paton and her daughter also had a go and took photos of Paddington's day!  
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 Year 8 students have been reading Private Peaceful, a novel about life in Rural Devon at the turn of beginning of the 

twentieth century and the effect of the First World War on members of that community. There is a moment in the 

book where the boys leave Devon and head off to war. It marks a shift from one half of the book (their childhood in 

Devon) to the second half of the book (their experiences in the war). Students were asked to create a 3D collage 

which represents that shift between the two elements. The results were very impressive. Two of the attached col-

lages were cakes. I am gutted these could not be brought into class. Mr Cattell. In this photo you can see the work 

of (left to right starting from top left): Grace Mason, Freya Head, Rosie Rea, Shannon Uglow, Sarah Morcom, Ashok 

Anaspure, Oscar Amankwah, Bella Robinson, Bea Medd, Evie Mogford, Tabatha Thomas, and Jack Matthews. 
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Ready Steady, BAKE: we have been asked to let you know of this exciting opportunity for 

anyone with a skill for a sponge or an eye for an éclair—the heat is on. 
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And Finally: food for thought... 


