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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 21 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

We are back! And what a start to the week it was: so much fun to welcome everyone on site, and to see all from 

Reception to Year 11 coming in for lessons with staff in actual classrooms., While everyone can take real pride in 

their achievements during lockdown, it is not the same as children in classrooms, on sports fields, by the orchard 

and in after school clubs.  

So much has been achieved this week, and again the resilience and adaptability of your children has amazed me. 

Perhaps the greatest example of this was in the testing that we have undertaken in the Senior School, where we 

have tested 120 pupils on both Monday and Thursday of this week. 

The children have, without exception, demonstrated their remarkable strength in the face of the most unusual 

start to term they will ever have experienced, and have done so without complaint and with great fortitude. 

Having worked on one of the testing bays throughout both testing sessions I cannot tell you how impressive your 

sons and daughters were as they swabbed and got themselves through the process. 

These Senior pupils will always remember their start to term with a test rather than an assembly, and they can 

also know that by doing so they have given confidence to their peers and their teachers. While there is a great 

deal in the papers about all manner of things surrounding testing, what these children did was act in accordance 

with guidance to protect those more likely than them to develop symptoms, to fall seriously ill and to further the 

spread of the virus.  

It is an act of great altruism by a generation who have been affected by so many aspects of the pandemic, from 

school closure to the removal of many of the ‘rites of passage’ moments they would otherwise enjoy, and to see 

them thank those of us who tested them was quite remarkable. Well done Seniors. 

As you can see from the following pages, there was a lot more going on in school than just testing, however. The 

children and  staff have been making really good use of the outdoor spaces we have, and have thoroughly 

enjoyed doing so (even when dodging hail and rain in the latter half of the week.) Well done all who returned 

with such lovely smiles upon their faces. 

What we must not forget is that even in this excitement, there are worries the children will carry with them, 

some of which will come to the surface now, and some that will take more time. Children will have anxieties both 

conscious and subconscious, and we have been clear as a school we will work with them to support this. 

Please do let us know how things are going from home—class teachers and tutors, as well as pastoral leads and 

Mr Matthews, Mrs Skerry and I are all there to help. For now, the week comes to a close with lots of very tired 

children leaving with parents and by bus, and a sense of the first steps on the road to normality returning. I can 

hear children playing on the AstroTurf with Argyle as I type, and that sound, so normal and yet so special, is a 

great end to any week. 

With best wishes,  

Mr Scott 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

It was such a good feeling on Monday to be back in school full with children! Everywhere I have looked 
this week, I have seen smiling happy children. I cannot speak highly enough of how your children have 
adapted to so many changes that has been thrown at them due to Covid-19. They have shown such 
resilience and calmness in their approach. They were simply amazing in the build-up and when doing 
the lateral flow tests.  

We are very aware that pupils are anxious and there is nothing wrong with this. We have a very strong 
team and system in place to help the pupils and staff are all keeping a close eye. There may also be 
pupils that have not showed any signs yet and again we will continue to observe and help. 

I hope that you have a good weekend, and we look forward to Monday. 

Further to the PSHE letters sent home today, please could you complete the survey from the link 
below: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/85SFTTG 

Sam 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

A playground full of children shouting, laughing, running around and full of excitement has been an absolute 

delight to observe every playtime this week and I cannot think of any sight or sound that is better.  The children 

have been amazing and have come back into school so positively. Their attitude to learning is excellent and 

although we may have the odd hiccup when it comes to friendships and social interactions, I cannot express how 

delighted I am by their smooth, mature, and excellent return.  

A huge well done to all those children who have remembered to bring in their outdoor school clothing. We have 

already had two wet lunch times when waterproof trousers, waterproof coats and wellies were the order of the 

day. By the looks of the forecast this may continue for some time. Please ensure your children always have 

appropriate outdoor clothing in school.  

As I said in the letter yesterday, we have decided that until Easter, homework will not be compulsory. This is as a 

response to the children, to ensure a robust attitude towards their mental health and their readjustment to 

school. However, if as a parent you wish your child to continue doing their homework, that is solely your decision 

and not the children’s. We have made this plain to the children and they understand that if they are required to 

do homework by their parents then they will do it.  

Once again, thank you for all the support you have given to your children during the period of home learning and 

please be assured that we will build upon the work the children have done during lockdown to ensure the 

children continue to learn and thrive.   

 I hope you all have a restful weekend.  

Caroline Skerry 

Head of Juniors  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/85SFTTG
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Biology: Jem H-T for creating amazing wooden 
models of arteries, veins and capillaries.   

Chemistry:  Lucas Turner for some excellent 
research work on the Giant Covalent struc-
tures of diamond/graphite and for being great 
in terms of attainment/enthusiasm during 
online learning  

MFL:   

Music: All of the amazing KS3 Canzonetta 
group! Rosie Rea, Tabby Thomas, Ella 
Hodgson, Phoebe Blatchford Cooper, So-
phie Renfree and Hollie Shute. All of you - 
thank you for being a fantastic members of 
Canzonetta and remembering so much of 
our pieces and coming back to rehearsals 
with such positivity! 

Humanities:   

Drama: Jack Joshua for making good progress 
in his Macbeth devised task this week!  

KS Stars of the Week to 

18/03/2021 

KS1: Becky Higgs 

KS2: Sam Medland 

KS3: Luke Medland for an 

excellent start to life at St 

Joseph’s both online and 

in class. 

KS4: Mary Dowling: for 

the daily poems she has 

sent the pupils 

and on to staff  

during lock-

down. 

On Friday 19th March, we are going to raise money for Comic Relief. 
The theme is Superheroes, and we ask that pupils come dressed up 
as a superhero or as one of their teachers (since all their teachers 
are daily heroes!). Pupils will be doing some fun activities in tutor 
time and in lessons as well and we will run some competitions.  
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Welcome Back Reception! 

As you can see from the smiles on their faces, we 

had some very happy children back in our Recep-

tion Class. Their smiles are only matched by that of 

Mrs Hampton—I thinks she’s over the moon to 

have everyone back together again!  
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Science Week KS1 

Today for science week the KS1 and 

reception children joined in with one 

of the live NFU lessons all about 

hens, eggs and chicks. We have an          

incubator down in the reception 

classroom and the children have 

been taking it in turns to turn and 

look after the eggs. after the live   

lesson we took our eggs into the 

cloakroom, turned off all the lights 

and used a torch to look inside the 

eggs.  

Fingers crossed, we 

have at least one chick 

growing inside its egg . 
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Science Week KS2 

Year 5 have been starting off British Science Week in the sun-
shine in search of different ‘snapshots’ of life cycles to sketch 
and explain.  They produced some beautiful observational 
drawings while spending time with friends in the sunshine.  

Lovely 

work 

Year 5! 
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Year 5 have been enjoying the opportunity to learn col-
laboratively again, using model building to retell miracle 
parables.   
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Year 7 Computing 

Year 7 COMPUTING students have been learning how to use Sequence, Selection, Iteration and variables in pro-

gramming.  Here are some of the games they created in Scratch using some sprites and backdrops they created 

themselves. 

 

Kobe Marlon 

Archie Imogen 

Thomas Chloe 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  9 

 

For their magazine, Year 9 Cultural 

Awareness had to look at the art in 

the country they are researching, 

choose a piece of Art and create 

their own adaptation.  

Some amazing pieces were 
created by Jem, Kelly, 
Louisa, Rosalyn, Elizabeth 
and China.  
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Year 10 have been working in groups to turn some of the poems from our Pow-
er and Conflict anthology into narratives. Students were given key quotes to 
work with and produced accompanying clips or images. Ben Laatz is launching 
his groups boat for their interpretation of Wordsworth ‘The Prelude’ and Max 
Quinn can be seen being a very beautiful painting of a Duchess for the poem 
‘My Last Duchess’ with George Darwall starring as a commanding Duke! 
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Here are Year 8 Stella enjoying some tutor time in the sunny orchard this morning. Given the choice 
of how to spend their orchard time, they requested circle time, "duck, duck, goose" and "wink mur-
der", which were all good fun! 

Year 8 have also been busy in the Art Room with les-

sons in creativity with clay….. 
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Year 9 are currently stud-
ying poems on the 
theme of education. We 
have read a poem based 
on the senses (Timetable 
by Kate Clancy) which co-
vers what schools sound 
and smell like. We then 
went around school mak-
ing notes and collecting 
our own sensory imagery 
to use in poetry writing. 
Students have worked on 
their own poems and we 
also collaborated on a 
class poem using the 
best lines from our own 
work. 

School by Mrs Diffey's English class 
 
We all remember school, of course 
Trading sweets and treats. 
Faded lines on the playground. 
Hopscotch, painted lines to no where 
and there you stand envious of the river; able to escape the grounds. 
The cold icy touch of the brittle breeze  
'Now everyone listen' a stern voice cried  
It came from a teacher, head of the pride 
 
I peer out the dreary window 
Muffled voices in other classrooms 
Where teachers say 'no', the ones to obey  
Foot tapping, pens clicking, bowed over desks worshipping no one  
Nerves jangling like the hopeful bell  
Corridors empty, then filled with life 
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Year 9 were learning about the heart today and 

carried out a dissection of a sheep’s heart. 

Meanwhile Year 8 have been enjoying getting 
creative in art this morning and making clay faces 
in the style of African masks. Great work Year 8  
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Year 6 Dinosaur Research 

Year 6 have been learning about the Mesozoic era (the 
era of the dinosaurs) and the three epochs within this: 
The Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous periods. In groups 
they had to research an era and produce a poster of infor-
mation about the dinosaurs from their period. 
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Year 3 have been making some super kites in the classroom and they added what makes 

them happy to the ribbons. Lots of them said “SCHOOL!” 

We had a brilliant time in the orchard despite the wet weather. Look at all those smiley 

faces!!! 

Well done Elsie and Teddy for last week’s homemade pasties and Cornish Fairlings– they couldn’t get in last week as the letter had gone, but are too good to miss 

here! 


