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PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,

And so, exactly three months on from Boxing Day, we arrive at the Easter Holidays, and a chance to
reflect on all that has happened over this most eventful of terms. While three months ago I was
surrounded by discarded wrapping paper and preparing for the next turkey sandwich now I find myself
surrounded by boxes of lateral flow test kits and preparing for a whole school Teams assembly. Who
knew.
The anniversary this week of the first lockdown has provided a moment to reflect on how far we have
come, how the pandemic has come to shape so many aspects of our daily lives, and to take a moment
to reflect on the scale of national loss, and the thousands of stories of individual courage and support
that have shaped the news cycle over the past 12 months. It is important to remember that behind each
of the nightly numbers of Covid cases, of hospital admissions and of daily loss there is an individual, a
family, a person.
As a school we may have struggled with Lockdown this term, but our difficulties of internet connections,
of Teams bleeping in the back ground, of uploads, downloads, lagging and freezing are only relative and
momentary discomforts, and that we are very fortunate to live where we do, to come to school were
we do and to enjoy the lives that we do. Many families in both the St Joseph's community and beyond
have faced great personal difficulties, and at this time it is important to remember that, and to send our
best wishes to all those who are facing such challenges.
What we must also remember is the great resilience of your children, the amazing way they have
returned to the school over the past 3 weeks, the strength they show every day. Despite this, there may
well be issues that come to the surface over the holidays as they continue to process the past year, and
it is very important to give them the time to do so if needed. We will be there then to further support
them when they come back for the summer term.
The summer term—the thought of it is very exciting, particularly given that last summer the school was
empty, that the sunshine fell on an empty orchard, an empty Astro and empty playing fields. This
summer will be different, and we fully intend to do all we are possibly able, from sporting events to
outdoor activities and all we can pack in to the term. It will be a very different summer to 2020, and we
are all looking forward to it already (after some rest of course.)
As ever, my thanks to you as a community of parents for the trust you place in us to look after your
children, and for their enthusiasm and engagement with their time here at school.
Three months on from Boxing Day we can turn our faces to the sun, and begin to look to a much
brighter future.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott
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Dear Senior School Parents,
On Tuesday of this week we reflected and remembered in the minute silence that marked a year on
since our first lockdown. Reflection is a wonderful thing to do and helps us move forward.
Thank you all for your support in one of the strangest terms. Remote learning followed by a return to
school in the same term is quite something to deal with for us all and particularly young people; added
to that, testing of staff and pupils and all the other aspects, it has been quite a journey for all! I hope
that you and your children can have Easter to refresh and look forward with positivity in a difficult time
that Covid-19 has brought upon us all. Please contact your child's tutor if you have any concerns
regarding your child's mental health.
We have staff inset on Monday 19th April where we will refresh staff with plans for the summer
amongst other staff training. Students will return on Tuesday 20th April. Any guidance from the
Department of Education over the Easter period will be sent out to you.
We say farewell to Peter Robinson this week and we wish him well with his business and thank him for
his time with us. John Fraser will be continuing to work in DT along with Peter Turner for the Summer
term. John and Peter have a fantastic working relationship; Peter know many of the pupils and the
school very well and this will allow for consistency for pupils next term. We have re-advertised the DT
post as we look to appoint the most suitable candidate. We are also advertising as you know for a
Music teacher and Libarian to start in September.
I hope that you enjoy the gradual return to non-lockdown. Hopefully, this will allow us more normality
when we return, for pupils and us.

Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School

Testing at home throughout the Easter holidays for schools and colleges
Following the success of the asymptomatic testing programme on the return to school and college, it
is vital to keep testing at home throughout the Easter holidays and into the summer term.
- test twice a week at home from now on (all those who are able to)
- report results online as positive, negative or void. This information is critical in helping us to
understand the prevalence of the virus across the country
- continue to test twice weekly over the Easter holidays
- test before returning to school or college for the summer term, either the night before, or morning
of, the first day back, to find and isolate any positive cases

Families and households can also access home test kits for adults.
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Dear Junior School Parents,
This Easter holiday, I am sure, is something you have all been looking forward to. Whether by design or
pure chance, having these three weeks back in school has given our children time to readjust to school
life and the next three weeks will give them an opportunity to recharge their batteries and come back
into school in April ready for the term ahead.
I cannot do justice in words to express the pride, amazement, and thankfulness, I have for every
member of our St. Josephs family and how they have all coped with this last term. The narrated
PowerPoints, live lessons, virtual parents’ evenings, Red Nose Day and Easter house activities are some
of the challenges and joys we have experienced over the past term, and everyone has embraced it all
with true St Joseph’s spirit. Thanks to you, our children have thrived in these challenging times.
Next term will, I hope, lend itself to some measure of business as usual. We will be able to celebrate
the children’s achievements through our annual prize giving either face to face or virtually,
we will make sure that we have extracurricular excursions either in house or further afield, depending
on the guidelines given and we will, as always, ensure that the children that you entrust us with have
the best experience of school and will look back on this time with fondness and longing in their adult
life.
My hope for you all is that you have a fun filled, sunny and above all restful Easter break. I hope you are
all able to see the family and friends that you have been missing, as restrictions relax, and I look
forward to seeing you all in the summer term.
Have a wonderful Easter!
Caroline
Caroline Skerry
Head of Juniors

Online Safety Meeting
Thank you to all the parents who were able to come to the online safety meeting with PC Stoppard. It
was a very informative and sobering experience, and I cannot thank PC Stoppard enough for giving up
his time, as I know he is very busy, to share his experiences and advice with us. We will be talking to all
the children in the school from Year 5 upwards about online safety in the Summer Term.
For those who could not attend, the meeting was recorded. If you would like the line then please e-mail
Mrs Skerry on: caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
Please remember this is for adults only
Listed below are some web sites that are also designed to support parents and carers.
Online safety home activity worksheets (thinkuknow.co.uk)
Parents and Carers | Safer Internet Centre
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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Subject Wonders of the Week……
Maths: Oscar Amankwah for his fantastic investigative skills with
Connect x on an rxc board and Ashok Anaspure for excellent progress in
Algebra.
DT: Erin Godwin and Thomas Stephens for their amazing efforts this
week.
Humanities: Megan May, Florence Scard Morgan, Sapphire Bhatti for
full marks in a recent timed question in History.
Louisa Smith, Olivia Shute, Georgie Gilbert 100% correct answers in the
year 9 History Quiz.
MFL: Alice Amankwah for demonstrating such a positive attitude to her
speaking assessment and Amelie Crowder for her excellent progress in
Spanish.
Biology: Georgie Gilbert for her excellent heart dissection.
Music: Eve Blay for making wonderful progress in Music technology in
the past half term.
Drama: Jack Joshua and Jem Hanbury-Tenison for making outstanding
progress in their GCSE Drama course in the last fortnight.

KS Stars of the Week
KS1: Aricie Ainsworth
KS2: Ruby Kirkwood
KS3: Thomas Dowdall
KS4: Robert Rosevear, Callum Brown
and Ollie
Cameron.

RS: Georgie Gilbert - excellent questions, reflective and critical thinking.

School Library Books

School pick up after prep…..

Can we please ask that you have a look at home for
any school library books that should be returned. A
number of books have left the library and have not
been signed out. Any books can be returned to Mrs
Warren in the library.

If you are picking your child up after 4pm from
after-school prep or club, can we please ask
that you let Reception know when you arrive.
The staff there can then
let your child know you
are waiting.

Many thanks.

Many thanks.

Creative Work
Alexie Hawke in Year 7 has started a
new project called 'Sass, Sage and
Willow'. Alexie creates and designs a
variety of handmade products using
resin and moulds.
Each design is different and handmade
by Alexie who has set up and
Instagram page to show her creations.
Here are some of Alexie recent creations!
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Blue Sky Club

Online Safety Tips…….Livestreaming
Live streaming is now a very popular feature
of many apps and platforms, and all you need
to livestream is an internet enabled device
like a laptop or a smart phone.
If your child enjoys livestreaming, you may
want to read what is livestreaming to find
out more about it and help your child have a
positive online experience.

The club enjoyed playing with
construction equipment last week!

Over the past few months, many of you may
have watched a livestream, or taken part in a
video chat. Livestreaming can be a fun and
enjoyable online activity for young people.
If you want to know more about livestreaming, the risks and safe use, watch this short
video: video or download this handy guide.
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ASDAN Programmes for St Joseph’s School

Max Quinn (above) has officially launched a new curriculum initiative at St Joseph’s which you will
hear plenty of over the coming years. ASDAN, a recognised qualifications organisation, offer a full and
comprehensive range of educational programmes and St Joseph’s has completed its registration process and has identified a number of learning opportunities, from ASDAN, which will benefit all of our
pupils. Many of the courses are set up as challenges which parents at home can support. There is likely to be an after school club as well for those who want to participate in the personal development
programmes. The focus throughout is on developing skills for learning, for the world of work and for
life.
Certification is based around developing a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate the challenges have
been met. Max has chosen to tackle the land based vocational taster programme and the animal care
certificate. Other courses ready to role out are the Foodwise programme, beliefs and values short
course, the life steps and life skills challenge. The ASDAN team is to be led by Mr Duff, who has a lot of
experience with ASDAN, Mrs Buxton who will be a personal tutor and Mrs Burt and Mrs Yimaz who
will be leading a number of the programmes. Mr Duff, who is taking Max through the land based
course , said‘ this is a really exciting development for the school, pupil achievement and progress
should be measured in many different ways and the ASDAN route has proved to be beneficial for
many young people, I am delighted to be heading this initiative. The last word from Max ‘although I
have only just started the course it is ideal for me and for my future.’ Max’s first challenge...produce
step by step instructions on tractor driving...

The Pied Piper of Hamlin
Follow this link https://youtu.be/
a8VjfivdtOQ to our You Tube channel to see
what Year 7 have been up to in English: an
amazing performance of the Pied Piper of
Hamelin, based on Robert Browning’s poem. It is very much worth a
watch: “To see the townsfolk suffer so From vermin, was a pity!”
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ISA Egg Decorating Competition

Megan Scott

Year 3 have entered the ISA Easter Egg decorating
competition - here are some of their super entries.
Ruan Walker

Willow Bhatti

Freddie Nelstrop

Eva Busuttil
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Hot off the press…..we have a winner!!!

Congratulations to Eva Busuttil for “Lady in her Garden” who has
been awarded first place in the KS2 category of the ISA Easter Egg
Competition.
Well done Eva, that’s a fantastic achievement.
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Year 8 French

Year 8 French made
some posters to recap
the topic of Hobbies
seen this term. This is
a great way for pupils
to revise when they
are either visual or
kinaesthetic learners.

I’m sure that you will
agree that some
amazing work was
produced! Well done!
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Year 8 French

Well done Year
8—such creative work, and
it will certainly
help with your
revision!
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Junior School Walk—Wednesday 24th March

We were so lucky so be out in the beautiful
weather, taking the time to listen to the
noise of the countryside….oh, and getting
quite muddy as well!!!!
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KS1 pupils enjoying the spring sunshine…….

Online Safety Tips…….Social Media
You may be wondering
when is the best age to
let your child have a social
media account, or have
some concerns if they’re
already using them. For
advice and guidance,
read Is your child ready for
social media?
Remember, most social
media services require
users to be at least 13
years of age before they
can register.

Most young people have
positive experiences
socialising online, but it
can be easy for young
people to share things or
post things they wish they
hadn’t.
The simplest way to have
information about your
child removed from a
website, or app is to
contact the site itself.
Read reporting to social
media sites for more
information.

Social
media
can
offer
young people
opportunities to express
themselves and have
fun, but they could be
exposed to harmful
content which might
include sexual images or
videos which could
impact on their
understanding of sex
and relationships.
For information, read
Teens and the sexual
content on social media.
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Junior School Fire Day

Pupils got to
make butter from
milk and bake
bread over the
fire. The verdict?
Better than
marshmallows!
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The Nose and Spoon Race…..

Well done to all who took part…...
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Year 6 Persuasive Writing

Year 6 have been writing persuasive
letters and creating posters about
the environmental disaster of
plastics in the oceans. I was very
pleased with the content and
presentation of the letters and the
powerful messages in their posters.
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Year 2 Topic…..

This week, as part of our topic work on India, Year 2 have been tasting mango and making an Indian
mango smoothie, called Lassi. They helped to chop the mango and enjoyed using a blender to make the
smoothie. Well done Year 2!
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Intermediate Maths Challenge Results 2021
In February, some of our
students from Years 9, 10
and 11 joined schools from
across the UK to take part
in the UKMT Intermediate
Mathematical Challenge.
We are delighted to hear
that 11 of them had been
awarded certificates for
their outstanding results.

Year 9:
Kelly Lam (Bronze)
Zack Hopkins (Bronze and Best in Year)

Year 11:
Faren Huckle (Bronze)

Year 10:

Harry Brown (Bronze)

Florence Scard-Morgan (Bronze)

Robin Smith (Bronze)

Ben Laatz (Bronze)

Alice Amankwah (Silver)

Thomas Roddy (Bronze)

Diesel Crossley (Silver, Best in Year and Best
in School)

Leia Parkhouse (Bronze and Best in Year)

Well done to everyone who took part. Certificates will be given out next week.

Keeping our Children Safe Online
The following links are from the “Think You Know” CEOP Education Team
who produce regular newsletters with information and tips on how to keep
your children safe.

Jessie & Friends: Online safety education
for 4-7 year olds
Give your 4-7 year olds the knowledge, skills
and confidence to stay safe online with Jessie &
Friends, a three-episode animated series and
resource pack. It has been awarded the PSHE
Association Quality Mark.

Band Runner for 8-10 year olds
Band Runner is an interactive game which aims to
help 8-10 year olds learn how to stay safe from the
risks they might encounter online. Band Runner is
hosted within an informative website providing
VIEW RESOURCE

FIND OUT MORE
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GCSE Drama

Our Year 9 and Year 10 GCSE Drama groups have done so well to perform their end of term assessments this week. Daisy, Reuben and Lucas each performed a different monologue from "An
Inspector Calls" which tested their line-learning and characterisation skills. Jack and Jem devised their
own script which used the play "Macbeth" as a stimulus, and provided an opportunity for students to
extend many of the characters, as well as studying the practitioner Bertolt Brecht. A huge well done
to you all for doing so well in your first live performance after being in lockdown - you all did so well!
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Year 5 Poems

Year 5 have been
acknowledging the
season by writing
Spring themed
Cinquain poems.
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Year 8 French

Our Year 8 pupils have been
practising their French writing
skills with an Easter twist. They
have made Easter Cards which
have allowed them to write
about their future plans for the
Easter Holidays
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Year 2 Music
Year 2 have been enjoying their music lessons and
getting to play some real instruments!

Year 3 Topic

Year 3 have
thoroughly
enjoyed learning
all about the
rainforest this
term and look
forward to
learning all about
The Vikings in the
summer term!
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