WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 25
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
As we approach the end of the week it is lovely to see that Spring has very much sprung, and that as we turn
to May there are so many positives we can all take from the changes we see around us. These can be seen in
the normality of the week we have just experienced, and never was normal more welcome than at the
moment.
I was very pleased to meet with Governors on Monday night for our full board meeting, and it was very good
to be able to run through where the school stands currently, and to look to the future. The strategic
oversight of the Board is fundamental to the smooth running of the school, and their oversight and role in
ensuring the school is on a sound educational and financial footing is essential. We are fortunate to have a
committed governing body, and look soon to return to the full complement of 12 governors in the near
future.
As part of Board oversight, myself, Mr Barton, Mrs Rowe (Chair of Governors) and Mrs Holmes (Deputy
Chair) meet once a week to discuss a wide range of matters, and to ensure the Board are kept via the minute
of these meetings fully up to speed with the day-to-day events of the school. This to me is a great example
of all involved in ensuring the wellbeing of the school working together, and asking the difficult questions
that are sometimes needed, to make sure our focus remains on the children in our care.
Other highlights of the week have included our Year 6 into 7 virtual transition evening, held on Tuesday
night. Very well done indeed to all involved, staff were great and it was lovely to hear the questions and
answers from the children. Thank you Mrs Gardner for your wonderful quiz, many funny answers given by
everyone. I am very much looking forward to the ‘live’ transition days later in the term.
In addition, we have completed our Centre Policy for determining teacher assessed grades for the GCSEs
this summer and this is all uploaded to the JCQ. Year 11 parents, please do get in touch withy any worries,
we are all working very hard to ensure the best outcomes and staff training in line with all national guidance
is ongoing.
And while our oldest pupils are preparing to depart when grades are completed, our youngest are just
getting ready to write the first pages of their St Joseph’s story. It was amazing to see the Reception Calss of
2021 come to the Orchard for the first of their induction sessions with Mrs Hampton on Tuesday. We now
expect to be full in Reception with 14 pupils in September: a success story that certainly puts a smile at the
end of a busy week. Enjoy the bank holiday and I look forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott
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Dear Senior School Parents,

I hope that you are looking forward to the bank holiday weekend. This week has been a busy one with all
that goes on in our school; it is so rewarding to see so many activities that are becoming back to the norm
now. Pupils will be pleased with the break, I am sure.

As we are returning to near normal, I would ask you to remind your son/daughter about our high expectations in school, with them being ready to learn. We will be holding an assembly on Tuesday morning next
week to remind pupils of our school expectations. Hopefully, the assembly can be outside again. On Monday
we held our commendation assembly outside and it was brilliant to have the Senior school altogether, but

Thank you for parents that continue to send in the results of the lateral flow tests. This is something that the
government would like you to continue with please.
I have seen so many excellent examples of students working hard from Year 7 creating art outside, to Year 11
working hard in the build up to their assessment in two weeks time. It is great to see and it always amazes me
to see the wide variety of learning that takes place every day.
Have a lovely long bank holiday weekend.
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School
Dear Junior School Parents,
It has been another busy week here at the Junior school. Year 2 have been asking and answering some brilliant questions during show
and tell, Year 6 have been looking at and acting out Shakespearean playscripts and Year 3 and 4 have been practicing and producing
the most fabulous handwriting.
Have a go and see if you can work out which letter this is:
Start at the top. Down. Up halfway and give him a belly!
Well done to all those parents who have ensured that their children have equipment for all weather eventualities. We often have
four seasons in one day – as the song goes- so please do ensure the children have their outdoor gear, waterproof trousers,
waterproof coat and wellies and a hat for the sunny quarter of the day.
Thank you to everyone for ensuring the children were in the correct uniform on Wednesday. The children looked super smart and
although the weather was not on our side, the photographing went smoothly, and I am really looking forward to seeing the results.
Please don’t forget that Monday is a bank holiday and school will not be open.
Have a lovely long weekend.
Best Wishes
Caroline Skerry
Head of Juniors
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Subject Wonders of the Week……

Key Stage

MFL: Faren Huckle for her excellent
speaking work in French this week.

Stars of the Week

English: Max Green for his excellent
focus in class and great work on the
practice exam paper.

KS2: Isaac Wrigley

KS1: Arthur Cann

KS3: Tobias Stoppard,
Chemistry: Robert Rosevear, SapRosie Rea and Brooke
phire Bhatti, Megan May and Thom- Blake
as Roddy for excellent Chemistry results for the C5 Reactivity Series
test.

KS4: Thomas
Greet

SUCCESS BEYOND SCHOOL: SUMMER TERM PARENT
EVENTS
St Joseph’s careers thought we would share these Success Beyond Schools opportunities for pupils. In their
words, “We are delighted to announce the latest in our Success Beyond School event series; free-ofcharge, 'Live Online' seminars designed to help parents supercharge their children's career potential. These
events are for parents of students aged 12-18 and free to attend. Click below to register now!”

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
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Work Experience—Liam Brent

Year 7 PE

Liam Brent in Year 10 has recently completed
Virtual work experience placement with
Siemens. Here's what happened:

"In April I did a virtual engineering work
experience with Siemens for two weeks. It
was usually for a couple hours each day
and made up of eight modules. In each
module there would be activities and quizzes to complete and short videos to
watch. The modules were about engineering, technology, Siemen's business
and their other companies, diversity and
inclusion, the environment and the graduate and apprenticeship programs. The
work could be done any time during the
day except for the webinars.
There are also six live webinars and you
could ask questions in the chat during the
webinars which were usually about 40
minutes long. They were with people on
Siemens graduate apprenticeship program as well as the CEO and head of human resources engineering and technolo-

Students in year 7 worked really well in their PE lesson
and started to plan and design their own sports games
in small groups.

I think about 1000 students did the virtual
work experience with Springpod but you
didn’t see or meet any of them for joint
work."

Further information about virtual work
experience opportunities with Springpod
can be found here: Find Virtual Work Experience | Meet Springpod or for Careers in
the NHS there are virtual work experience
opportunities here: NHS Healthcare Careers Virtual Work Experience – Allied
Healthcare Mentor
(alliedhealthmentor.org). These and other
opportunities can also be found on the
Year 10 Careers Teams page.
Please email Mrs Toulouse if you have any
questions on:
teresa.toulouse@stjosephscornwall.co.uk

Well done Year 7!
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Year 9 Art

Year 9 Art are starting to sculpt their Steampunk top hats. stage one is making a cardboard hat and then place the paper mache over the top. We will keep you updated with
their progress!
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Year 6—Where for art thou Romeo……….

Year 6 have been studying Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet during their English lessons. Today they enjoyed
acting out a range of scenes.
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Year 1 Castles
Year 1 are learning about Castles this half term. They are
busy collecting recycling materials to build their own junk
model castle. First step....the battlements!

Year 3 Vikings
Year 3 have been
learning about the Vikings and learnt a new
song all about them.
They took it in turns to
perform it on the stage
complete with actions.
Well done Year 3!
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COVID Information and survey request

The school receives daily e mails from
the GOV.UK COVID organisation with any
updates or information that is relevant to
education. On Monday this week, we
received details about a national survey entitles “The Big Ask” - more information can be
found below:

National survey of children, The Big Ask, launches today
The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has today launched The
Big Ask – the largest ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in England. It aims to find out
children’s concerns and aspirations about the future, so that we can put children at the heart of
our country’s recovery from the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
All schools are encouraged to support their pupils to complete this survey. A range of teaching
resources have also been produced, including lesson plans and activity packs, to help teachers
incorporate this into their lessons.
Parents, care leavers and those working with children are also invited to complete the adult

survey to share their views about the future for children and young people today, and what they
think is holding young people back.
The results from this survey will help the
Children’s Commissioner identify the
barriers preventing children from reaching
their potential, put forward solutions and
set ambitious goals for the country to
achieve.

Year 7 History
Thomas and
Luke pondering
their moves in
the Middle Ages
life game.

School pick up after prep…..
If you are picking your child up after 4pm from
after-school prep or club, can we please ask
that you let Reception know when you arrive.
The staff there can then
let your child know you
are waiting.
Many thanks.
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Reception Class
News
This half term the children
in the reception class are
thinking about traditional
tales. We started off by
reading the gingerbread
man. As well as cooking
their own edible gingerbread the children also
showed off their amazing
fine motor skills by sewing
little men too. They will be
running home on Friday
afternoon!
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Year 5 Poems
Year 5 have been reading poems about the sea. To help develop our
imagery we have used wax-resist in art to create watery sea
paintings.
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Year 8 Art
Year 8 enjoyed the sun and made group drawings
of continuous line faces using felt tips attached to
the end of a long brush. This lessened their control of the line but increased the fluidity of their
portrait drawing.

History Club
The History club are putting together a virtual museum of
historical objects, here is Archie Diffey demonstrating his
great grandfathers horse measuring stick. Archie gave an
account of how it was used and the story of his great
grandfather. Watch out for the full opening of the History
Clubs virtual museum as the club members present their
historical artifacts.
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Year 6 Outdoor School

Year 6 drew and used watercolours during their outdoor school lesson whilst enjoying the fantastic weather!

Senior School Assembly
The fantastic weather conditions this week gave Senior
School the option of having their assembly outside
(socially distanced) and all together (instead of virtually). It was first time Year 7 have had a full assembly in
person and it was brilliant! This was a commendation
assembly where students received certificates for effort,
progress and attainment for the Spring Term. We look
forward to more opportunities to be together outside
this term .
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London Marathon
This October Mr Brown is running the London Marathon! After the
world famous event was cancelled in 2020 due to Covid, 2021 is
expected to be the biggest race in the history of the marathon with
50,000 runners, and Mr Brown is going all out to w̶i̶n̶ complete it!
Below, Mr Brown answers a few questions about his challenge,
including information on the charity he is running for!
When is the race and how far is it?
The race is 26.2 miles long and is on Sunday 3rd October – so a little over
6 months away!
Why are you doing it and have you completed a marathon before?
I’ve run the Plymouth half marathon but I’ve not run at an official
Marathon event! During lockdown last summer, like most people, I did a
lot of running and the distances gradually increased as there was
nothing else to do. This led to me organising an informal charity run,
which consisted of 31 laps around a one-mile lake! It took me 5 and a
half hours and I raised £1500 for a Cornish charity called the
Dreadnought Centre. That gave me the confidence to apply for London
this year. I think the London Marathon is probably something on most
people’s bucket list and the physical and mental challenge is always
something I’ve felt inspired by.

What does the training consist of?
Believe it or not, running! Come the July/August I’ll probably be doing one long run a week, increasing it
slightly each time. The runs will increase to about 22 miles in training and I will probably aim to do this
distance 3 weeks or so before the event itself and then ease down slightly. I’ll mix this up with some shorter
runs during the week and a short recovery run the day after the long one. As well as the running I’ll be
training my body to take on the correct food before and during these runs, as believe it or not you actually
have to eat quite a bit during the long runs to fuel your body and keep your energy up!
How long will it take?
I’m not really setting a target time, I want to enjoy it and enjoy the training but I imagine it will probably be
about 4 to 4 and a half hours.
That’s a long time running, what’s on your playlist when running for so long?
Well, I actually tend to listen to podcasts more when running, I find it goes much quicker. In the event itself I
won’t listen to anything because the atmosphere will be so important and I don’t want to miss any of the
famous sights, but I will definitely be using headphones during training!
What charity are you running for?
I’m running for Whizz Kidz – which is a fantastic children’s charity. My target is £2000 which is going to take a
lot of hard work! I’ll be organising a few charity events at school in the upcoming months to try and help! You
can follow the QR code below to donate on my fundraising page!
Where is the link for your fundraising page?
Follow the QR code below which will take
you straight to Mr Brown’s fundraising
page!
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Year 7 Maths
During remote learning in the spring term Mrs Pearce's fabulous year 7s created some maths board
games. They were very inventive and included some intricate rules and interesting maths topics! As promised,
they brought them into school this week and we tried them out! Here are some pictures of Kobe and Marlon’s
Zelda game and Harry and Theo with their board games. Well done year 7...you are amazing!
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Summer Uniform

Reception to Year 2
Girls Summer Uniform

Boys Summer Uniform

Striped Cotton Summer Dress*
Navy V-Neck Jumper with Logo*
Flannel Blazer with Logo* (optional in Reception class)
Short White socks
Black Shoes

Blue Polo Shirt with Logo*
Navy V-Neck Jumper with Logo*
Flannel Blazer with Logo* (optional in Reception class)
Grey Shorts / Grey Trousers
Grey Socks
Black Shoes

Year 3 to Year 6
Girls Summer Uniform

Boys Summer Uniform

Blue Short Sleeve Blouse, twin pack*
Blue Tartan Kilt*
Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo*
Short White socks
Polishable Black Shoes
Flannel Blazer with Logo*
Water Bottle

Blue Short Sleeve Shirt, twin pack*
Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo*
School Tie
Grey Trousers / Grey Shorts
Grey Socks
Polishable Black Shoes
Flannel Blazer with Logo*
Water Bottle

Year 7 to Year 11
Girls Summer Uniform

Boys Summer Uniform

¾ Length Blue Fitted Blouse twin pack*
Blue Tartan Kilt (Yr 10/11 Straight Skirt if desired)* S
KIRTS MUST BE KNEE-LENGTH.
Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo*
Black or Neutral tights / Short Black Socks
SENIOR Blazer with Logo*
Polishable Black School Shoes (Strictly no canvas/trainers)
Water Bottle

Short Sleeve Blue Shirt
Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo*
Grey Trousers
School Tie
Grey Socks
SENIOR Blazer with Logo*
Polishable Black School Shoes (Strictly no canvas/
trainers) Water Bottle

*These items can only be purchased from the school uniform shop or thrift shop if available. Any
questions regarding School uniform please contact Lindsay Barton on uniform@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
For any thrift shop enquiries please contact thrift@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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