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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 26 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

I hope this finds you well as we draw to the end of another busy week here at school, with the sun shining 

and a real sense of achievement around the school. I have today seen Key Stage One practicing for their 

sports day, and their enthusiasm was a pleasure to see. I’ve no doubt that there are some future athletics 

stars in the making amongst our youngest pupils—and look forward to welcoming parents to watch the 

Junior School when sports days take place. 

This week one of the real highlights for me has been the return of singing around the school, and the 

happiness this brings to the place. To hear Junior School choirs rehearse, and Mrs Smith working her magic 

with all year groups is such a wonderful thing. When contrasted to the echoing corridors of summer 2020, it 

is almost impossible to imagine it is the same school. 

Where the Junior School music programme lays the foundations for choral success, and instills the love for 

performing and working together in harmony that is so impressive, this is built upon by the work of the 

Senior School music department.  

Just yesterday I had the absolute pleasure of listening to our candidates for the Director of Music position 

work with Canzonetta, the audition-only girl’s choir in the Senior School. Seeing them warm up the choir, 

and then rehearse and perform the set piece, Purifoy’s Et In Terra Pax was amazing. The final performance 

by the second candidate was very emotional indeed, and seeing the girls, virtually all of whom I have seen 

grow into who they now are as teacher and Headteacher since they started at St Joseph’s  was remarkable. 

Such a talented group. 

It was a reminder of the fortunate position we are in as teachers and educators, and the special thing it is to 

work in a school and with young people. They all have their own stories they bring with them, and stories 

they write through their years with us here at school. Many have over come significant obstacles to get to 

where they are now, but the unity with which the choir sung was a remarkable metaphor for what is 

possible when young people work together towards a common goal. 

We will look to confirm our appointment of the new Director of Music as soon as we are able, and when we 

have completed the interviews for DT and Library next week we will also be able to move forward on these 

fronts. For now, it is enough to thank you all for sending your children here to St Jo’s, their accomplishments 

across what I cannot quite believe is just a four day week are remarkable. 

I hope you enjoy a restful weekend, even with the less than perfect weather that seems to be on the way. 

Do say well done to your children for another successful week.  

 

With best wishes,  

Mr Scott 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

It has been so nice to hear our wonderful choirs singing and filling the corridors with lovely music. It is these small, yet 
very important elements that are helping greatly for everyone to feel the true normality that school brings.  

Year 11 will be starting their exam assessments next week and therefore we will be considerate of the noise around the 
areas where they are working. We wish them good luck. 

For year 7 to 10, we approach their summer exams the following week. I hope that they are prepared, and whilst the 
results for Year 7 to 10 are not the ultimate deciding factor for their attainment at this stage, they serve a hugely 
important formal assessment, help students to prepare, and become more accustomed to the revision and exam 
process. It gives teachers a great insight into the learning that has taken place and where we can help individuals moving 
forward. The process allows students to gain good working and learning habits for their educational development in 
their future years. 

As you will have read from Mr Scott's letter this week, there is a great deal for us as a school community to look forward 
to this summer. We have a wealth of activities planned that will help all our students to integrate and participate, all 
helping to build upon their character and personal development. 

I do hope you have a great weekend  

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

Another busy week is at an end. Reception and Year 1 have been in the orchard listening to the story of Tap the Tree, 

Year 5 have been designing a fan boat in their STEM lessons and Year 3 have been getting to grips with the grid method 

for multiplication.  

We have put in a Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 sports day in the diary, and we anticipate that the parents will be able to 

attend as restrictions are lifted . The dates are Thursday 27th May for KS1 and Wednesday 9th June for KS2. The children 

have all been practicing their skills for these events. I do hope we can see you there and you can witness in person how 

well all the children do.  

We have decided, as a junior school, to ask children not to bring in smart watches to school. This includes Fitbits, Apple, 

and Samsung watches. Some of these watches are capable of connecting to the internet and taking photographs. It is 

really difficult to differentiate between the different watches' capabilities, so a blanket ban is our safest option.   

As the residentials for Years 3 to 6 had to be cancelled due to current restrictions, we have been looking for an equally 

exciting alternative albeit without the sleep over. We are delighted to share that we have managed to secure some day 

trips to Roadford Lake to participate in some adventure learning activities- where there’s a will…… The class teachers 

have also been busily booking in class trip relevant to topics so a very busy summer term in on the cards.  

Have a lovely weekend   

Best Wishes  

Caroline Skerry 

Head of Juniors  
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Senior Subject Wonders of the Week 

MFL: Chloe Loughton is an MFL star for fantastic 
work in French. China Bunyard for a greak week’s 
work. 

English: Louisa Smith - Excellent work on writing to 
argue and persuade. Louisa's work was voted top 
twice by the class through the online work sharing 
platform Socrative.  

Maths: Oscar Amankwah for outstanding work on 
standard form.  

RS: Georgie Gilbert for brilliant philosophical think-
ing in RS Emily Chalk for enthusiasm in RS this week 

Chemistry: Will Collings, Will Harris, Charlotte 
Standing, Henry Mason and Joe Nash for working 
consistently well over the last 2 weeks and really 
engaging with their revision. 

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

KS1: Bodieve Lawson 

KS2: Oliver Uglow 

KS3: Rosy Renfree for her 
wonderful Teacher Apprecia-
tion letters to staff. Thank 
you Rosy! 

KS4: Callum Brown 

 

Year 2 Engineers!  

This week children in Year 2 have started work on their Apprentice Primary Engineering Project. They will 
be creating shoe-box trains which is part of the Primary Engineer Rail Project! We look forward to seeing 

their ideas come to life as their trains progress! @primaryengineer 
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Year 7 have turned into monsters!  

In Art Year 7 have been studying masks. After looking at a range of contemporary mask 

artists they have stared making their own masks using cardboard and hot glue guns.   
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Year 3 learning all about Vikings 

 

 

Year 3 have been learning about the Vikings and learnt a new song all about them. 
They took it in turns to perform it on the stage complete with actions. 

Well done Year 3!  
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Year 1 Carpentry 

Growing feet means a bigger shoe rack in year 1! Here is 
Bodieve demonstrating her carpentry skills!  

Congratulations Wiremu!  

A huge well done to Year 3 pupil Wiremu for being 

awarded with his Blue Peter Badge for designing and 

making a ship from recycled materiel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He used foil and then made a sail out of sticks and 
kitchen towel. He then tested it on water and was   
delighted when it floated really well.  
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Year 7 Magna Carta 

Year 7 were creating their authentic  
version of the Magna Carta of 12 15 in 
their history class with help from the 

kitchens, from tea bags and the science 
technicians. Great work Year 7.  
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Year 9 Digital Photography 

Year 9 have been working hard on their portrait project with a photography shoot! Great fun was 

had by all!  

Year 7 History Rap 

 

King John  Magna Carta rap 
 

This is a rap about the Magna Carta  

Because king John was a mean old farter  

 

You need to sign the Magna Carta  

Don’t try to refuse, we’re not gonna barter 

 

You’ve gotta give us pity we’ve taxes to pay  

You big fat bum, back away 

 

I’m king John and I refuse to sign  

Now go away or I will give you a fine  

So I can buy myself some wine  

 

Boom 

 

By: Millie, Erin, Imogen and Emily 
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Well done Jack 

Congratulations to Jack on making superb progress in tennis over the Bank Holiday Weekend….. 

On Saturday, he and his doubles partner (Joss ) won the 14U doubles at the Kerrier Open.  On  Sunday, he 
represented the County as 3rd seed in the County Cup, winning his singles against Devon, with Cornwall 

coming second after Avon overall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, on Monday (in the storm!) he and Joss came 2nd in the 16U doubles back at the Kerrier Open. 

Wow—what a busy weekend.  Well done Jack!! 

Congratulations Georgie!  

Georgie has been busy over the Bank Holiday Weekend as well, completing the 35 mile Ten Tors route. 

With her father accompanying her, she navigated the route used from last year, setting off at 1100 on 

Saturday, camping wild at 

the bottom of Check Point 6 

and then finishing at 1800 on 

Sunday. 

They had a fantastic time and 

are looking forward to when 

this event can resume next 

year. 

Well done Georgie (and 

Dad)!! 
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Environment and Gardening Club 

On Thursdays two Junior clubs enjoy being out in the fresh air - Year 5 and 6 children have been auditing 
the wildlife habitats in preparation for building bug hotels next week and Year 3 and 4 children have been 

preparing the beds for planting!  
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Upcoming PTA Meetings 
 
The PTA are looking to get back up and running, starting off with a ‘Tent Party and BBQ’ to take place 
after school on Friday 2nd July, 2021.  We have some upcoming meetings to plan the event, as follows: 
- Monday 10th May at 10am (on Zoom - invite below) 
- Monday 24th May from 8.30am, at school (meeting outdoors, weather permitting).  This will be a 
‘Tent Party’ planning meeting, with the annual AGM (delayed due to COVID) tagged on at the end for 
those that are able to stay 
 
All are welcome to attend the meetings.  We are very much looking forward to getting the school com-
munity back together, in person! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Jess Hawke (Chair), Caroline Willingham (Treasurer) and Cara Amankwah (Secretary) 
 
 

PTA Zoom Meeting—10th May at 10am  

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84941994148?pwd=TjFDb3QzZGRMVFlSaTNGU1JnaVhPQT09  

Meeting ID: 849 4199 4148  
Passcode: na5m69  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84941994148?pwd=TjFDb3QzZGRMVFlSaTNGU1JnaVhPQT09
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London Kayakathon  - Mrs Hopkins 

(Cockleshell Endeavour) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At a weak moment during lockdown, I found myself volunteering to be part of a team who will plan 
to kayak 21 miles up and down the Thames on June 13, 2021. Team "Here We Go Again" was “born” 
consisting of Jane Edwarde, Lynn Fordham, Lena Hodge, Cath Hopkins, Rebecca Hughes, Nichol Wil-
liams, Scott Williams and Sarah Wright . As the day approaches that is looking less and less like a 
cunning plan! We are doing this not just because we want to spend time in a kayak with a real live 
Royal      Marine but most importantly to raise funds for RMA-TRMC and the SBSA - two charities 
who do fantastic work for our serving corps and our veterans. 

For more information, please refer to the link below…….. 

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/teamherewegoagain 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/teamherewegoagain

