WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 27
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
Well, we reach the end of another action packed week and you will be able to see in the following pages just
how busy the children have been here at St Jo’s. In great news, this is the week we have finally been back in
the pool—this morning the Junior School splashed down for the first time since Lockdown One, and they very
much enjoyed the experience from all that I have heard since they got back.
It marks another important step on the journey to normality, and a hugely important one in particular for our
youngest pupils as swimming is such an essential skill in a county surrounded on three sides by the sea. I very
much hope that we can continue this with no further interruptions.
Another step is the removal of the recommendation for Senior School pupils to wear face coverings in school.
It will be very positive to welcome pupils back in line with the revised guidance—though of course if pupils
choose to wear face coverings they are able to. I am very aware of the advice in favour of face coverings , but
our decision is to remain with the published government guidance as we have throughout the pandemic.
A reminder though that the guidance also refers to the need for Senior school pupils to continue to wear face
coverings on school buses. It was interesting talking with Shannon and Jocelyn at lunchtime today about the
ups and downs of face coverings—a conversation unimaginable before March 2020.
This week has also been busy with interviews—and I shall write with further details regarding Senior School
staffing next week. We have appointed for the positions of librarian, design technology and music, and are
finalising staffing for drama in the Senior School. Next week will bring the Senior School Maths interview, and
again I am very pleased with the calibre of candidate we have for the post.
One thing that made me very happy during the interview process we have been involved in over the past
weeks has been the positivity of the candidates when they have seen the school and met the pupils. Mrs
Mulroy was hugely impressed by the manner in which the library candidates’ pupil panel performed—they
were such a credit to the school. When we asked the inevitable ‘why St Joseph's’ question, so many
candidates spoke about the school’s reputation, ethos and how welcoming the school felt. One even remarked
to Glenda when leaving that the had been worried in the morning, but the day had been such a lovely one,
whether they got the job or not.
The reason for any of the positives is the way your children are every day—and they make coming to school a
pleasure. I loved watching Key Stage One practice for their sports day today —a reminder that through the ups
and downs of a busy week the simple pleases are the best. Life can sometimes feel like we are running an egg
and spoon race and are only moments away from dropping the egg, but like each of the children I saw today,
we just pick it back up with a smile and keep on going. Have a great weekend all, keep those eggs balanced
and remember to smile.
With best wishes, Mr Scott
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Year 11 have been at the forefront of my mind this week as they complete, they complete their assessments. They will
continue next week along with the Year 7 to 10 exams. As I mentioned last week, exams are an important process for all
pupils to fully prepare them for their end point of GCSEs. We will be helping and guiding pupils all nest week. Results for the
Year 7 to 10 exams will be given back to pupils later than normal at this time of year due to teachers having to mark Year 11
assessments. This marking must take precedence as staff compile this final evidence in preparation for Teacher Assessed
Grades being inputted by the 18th of June. Year 7 to 10 parents will get formal exam results along with your son's/
daughter's effort and WAG on Friday 11th June
I would like to thank all staff for the hard work that goes into preparing for the exams, and particularly to Mrs Gardner for all
her organisation. Also, thank you to Mrs Paton for organising the Year 11 activities post exams which is now finalised.
You can help your son/daughter by running through their exam timetable, helping them to prepare and even discussing the
content will help them.
We have had two sets of interview days this week. These have again been very positive; a huge thank you to Mrs Gowan for
her meticulous planning, and to all staff that have been involved. Pupils have been fantastic in the process; they are clearly
extremely proud of the school they are in and acted so maturely, where they spoke so highly about the school. They have
been a great ambassador for the school, and so many candidates commented on how brilliant they were. I am really looking
forward to working with our new appointments, I am sure they will fit in very well to St Joseph's.
A reminder for you to be aware as per Mr Scott's letter this week, from Monday morning, on the 17th of May, pupils will no
longer be required to wear face coverings in school. Thank you for continuing to send in the result of your child's lateral flow
test, please do keep sending in your test results to covidresult@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
I hope that you have a lovely weekend.
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School
Dear Junior School Parents,
This week I was lucky enough to witness how much progression is made by the children in our school. Year 1 were
multiplying by 2, 5, and 10, with great confidence and this was impressive in itself. Then to see Year 6 working out missing
angles using the interior angles of 2-D shapes complimentary and supplementary angles really brought home the learning
that goes on and the progress that is made.
Next Thursday, we will be going on our next Cornwall Wildlife Site walk. Please ensure your child has a waterproof coat,
waterproof trousers, and wellies for this, as I will not be able to take them with us without them. Hopefully, we will be
fording the river, depending on its level after all the rain we have recently had.
Year 5 and KS1 are both on school trips next. I look forward to hearing all about Launceston Town’s history
and Launceston Castle grounds. I am delighted that once again we are able to enhance our school curriculum through
school visits.

Please find below the details of where the junior teaching staff will be for the 2021/22 academic year.
Reception – Mrs Hampton
Year 1 – Mrs Kemp/ Mrs Halliday
Year 3- Mrs Smith/ Mrs Halliday
Year 5- Mrs Jones

Year 2 -Mrs Colwill/ Mrs Bentley
Year 4 -Mr McGrath
Year 6- Mrs Hudson

If you have any questions regarding this, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Have a lovely weekend
Caroline Skerry
Head of Juniors
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Senior Subject Wonders of the Week

Key Stage Stars of the Week

MFL: Aiden Getson for excellent effort in his French revision
lesson and Amelie Crowder for her amazing performance in
Spanish speaking exam.

KS1: Poppy Fisher

History: Jacob Hawke for working hard in lessons, Daisy Dougan
for the biggest improvement in the Ferrero Rocher tests and
Louisa Smith for the highest score in the Ferrero Rocher tests.
English: Angelia Setiawan Consistent and hard work and making
great progress. So pleased with the way Angelia is doing at the
moment.

KS2: Winnie Lo
KS3: China Bunyard
KS4: Max Quinn

Admin: All the year 11 pupils who are exemplary in signing out
after exams to go home and ensuring we know if they are off
the bus in such a polite and courteous way.
Maths: Miss McLean's Year 10 Maths group who have shown
excellent revision skills ahead of next week's exams.
Chemistry: For excellent understanding shown when writing
balanced chemical equations : Thomas Harris, Elizabeth
Headon, Zack Hopkins, Kelly Lam, Louisa Smith, Eddie Cartwright, Brooke Blake

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme planning
Year 10 have been planning their D of E expeditions due to take place later this
term. It involves planning an overnight expedition.
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Year 5 PSHEE
In PSHEE this week, Year 5 have been looking at the
United Nations Convention of the Rights of the
Child. We had a great time discussing which rights
we would prioritise and why and whether these
would change depending on a child’s nationality and
background. Fantastic ideas Year 5!

Year 8 History
Aiden, Sarah, Shannon, and Loren presenting
the case that women won the right to vote
through the efforts of Millicent Fawcett leader
of the suffragists.

The judges Rosie, Tabatha, Max and Hollie,
don’t look overly impressed!
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Junior School classes were delighted to get back in the water as swimming lessons restarted for the first
time. Well done everyone—you did amazingly!
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Year 7 Food Technology
Year 7 have enjoyed making chocolate chip muffins this week. Did any muffins make it home?
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Year 8 Art

Year 8 Maris designing their Miro
inspired wire faces. Fantastic well done
Year 8.
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On Thursday, Environment club built a bug hotel by the flower beds, to encourage mini beasts that will organically protect the
plants being grown by Mr McGrath’s gardening club.

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 8

Year 2 Fractions

Y2 have been busy counting in fractions and
exploring fractions of amounts.
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Year 6 have been learning to draw human figures in proportion and people in action. This week they made foil and
pipe cleaner action models.
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Mental Health Awareness Week

Monday 10th- Sunday 16th May celebrates Mental Health Awareness week, this year's theme is nature.
There’s a lot of good research to support the role nature can play in protecting and supporting our
mental health. For many of us though, ‘being in nature’ may not be as easy as it sounds. The good news
is, you don’t have to climb a mountain to feel the benefit – there are lots of simple ways to bring nature
into your everyday. Here are some top tips on how you can build your own connection with nature.
To find out more, please visit MHAW21_TOP_TIPS_ENGLAND.indd
(mentalhealth.org.uk)
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Reception News
The Reception class enjoyed a slightly soggy but very
happy town walk on Wednesday afternoon. We fed the
ducks at Priors Bridge, visited the bowling green, St
Thomas Parish Church and the Launceston Steam
Railway before returning to school via our playing fields
and a sneaky snack in the outdoor classroom. The most
exciting part of the walk was the addition of Miss May
and her three month old daughter Etta Emily. The
children were all very happy to share the pram pushing
duties! We will be making a map of the walk during our
Exciting Writing lesson on Friday. It was a pleasure to be
seen out and about with such a well behaved group of
children.
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