
St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  1 

 

WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 3 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

As another busy week draws to a close, it has also been a day when we have had to be thinking a 
little more on Covid related matters that I would have liked. Firstly, though, I would like to say a 
huge thank you to all parents who have been in touch with the school with questions on matters 
such as tracing close contacts, which has meant we have been able to send this information out to 
all parents. Constructive dialogue is so important, and I would ask that any parent who has any 
worries please do contact us and we will do all we can to answer questions—or to find out the 
answers if we do not know them straight away. 

But while I have again been busy reading through contingency plans and DfE guidance, I have been 
able to look up from the screen and see just what an action packed week we have experienced 
across the Junior and Senior sides of the school. We have had children on high ropes, building rafts, 
kayaking, playing (and learning) in the Orchard, visiting us for stay-and-play and so much more 
besides. Never a dull moment here at St Joseph’s—and we have even managed to fit in a first 
meeting planning the Senior School Service of Lessons and Carols—great work Mr Green, I am 
already looking forward to the unique St Mary’s atmosphere, even as leaves are only starting to fall 
from the trees. 

It has of course not just been leaves that have fallen this week, as we have seen the departure of 
Gavin Williamson from his position as Secretary of State for Education. His tenure has been a difficult 
one given the unique set of circumstances of recent years, and it will be interesting to see the 
direction his successor, and we look forward to seeing how his successor Nadhim Zahawi, who was 
previously the COVID vaccines minister, takes to the role. An understanding that education is not a 
political football, and that the independent school sector has a significant part to play in any debate 
as to the future of the education system is to be hoped for.  

I have been very proud to have played whatever part I have had in the success of the St Joseph's 
team over the past 10 years, and as I start my 11th (and 7th as Head teacher—where did that time 
go?) it is very clear just what a difference a school like ours can make to the children in our care.  

What happens lesson by lesson, day by day and term by term makes a difference, and we are 
determined to remain focused on achieving the very best outcomes for those children, educationally 
and in terms of their personal development.  

It all starts from the moment they arrive in school—smiling (mostly!), saying ‘good morning’ (nearly 
always) and rolls on through each day, term, school year and each individual St Joseph's journey. No 
two journeys are the same, just as no two children are the same. What is important is that they take 
those first steps and keep learning—as our Reception class have done so well. 

A final though is just in the words of St Francis of Assissi: “start by doing what's necessary; then do 
what's possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.” It is the joy of seeing the children doing 
what they thought impossible that is so special about working in a school. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

of With best wishes,  

Oliver Scott 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

 

We have had another for another great week in school. We are really back in the 
swing of things, and I have seen so much excellent learning taking place on my 
learning walks. Pupils are really working hard and engaging very well. Staff have 
also commented in our meetings with this, as well as how kind and considerate 
pupils have been around school. Pupils are acting very responsibly in the corridors 
and long may that continue. We are continuing to follow the DfE guidance with 
Covid-19, where we have many protocols in place, that centre around the follow-
ing:  

 

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone.  
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes.  
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.  
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation  
 
It was lovely to meet many Year 7 parents again at our meet the tutor afternoon 
on Tuesday. Then, the Year 7's had a brilliant day at Adrenaline Quarry on Thurs-
day. Well done to Year 7 and year 9 pupils that completed the CAT testing this 
week. The results will be shared with parents when we get them. 
 
We look forward to opening the Year 11 Common Room next week, which I know 
they are very much looking forward to.  
 

Next Wednesday we have our Open Evening for Year 7 starting in September 2022 
from 6pm to 8pm; thanks in advance to our volunteer tour guides that will be 
helping. Next Friday, you will have seen Mrs Paton's letter regarding the European 
Day of Languages. I am sure pupils will get involved and all with have a great day. 

 

I hope you have a great weekend. 

 
Sam Matthews 
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

 

It has been such a lovely week. The children have all settled so well into their new 
classes and routines. It is a real pleasure to see them all looking so happy and confident 
as they make their way into school, so full of fun and imagination on the playground 
and the AstroTurf and so eager to learn and participate in all their lessons.   
The Year 2 children are showing great maturity when coming into school though the 
main foyer doors. Pick up for them, after school, little prep or KS1 club, is still at the 
Reception gate.  
The KS2 children have all had a fabulous time at Roadford Lake. They honed their 
kayaking, high ropes and raft building skills and most importantly spent a day outside 
the classroom, in a totally different and challenging environment, getting to know each 
other’s strengths, learning to support each other and how to work successfully as a 
team.   
Please remember that on the day your child does PE, they come into school in their PE 
kit and bring in their uniform ready to change into afterwards, if they are in Reception 
to Year 4. On games afternoons, all KS2 children need to bring in their PE kit to change 
into. This also applies to Year 5 and 6 on PE days. If children are unable to do PE due to 
injury, they will be required to go and watch the lesson and will therefore need a coat 
and if they are to poorly to do PE , please consider that they may be too poorly for 
school.  
The Junior School Harvest Festival is being held on Friday 1st of October at 2pm in our 
school hall. Parents are welcome to attend but I do ask that, due to fire regulations, a 
maximum of 2 people from each household attend. We are planning to live stream the 
event as well for those of you who are unable to join us in person. We ask that all adults 
attending wear face coverings, sanitise their hands upon arrival and do not attend 
if they have Covid 19 symptoms.  
We are lucky enough to have a representative of the Launceston Food Bank coming in 
to talk to the children during assembly, about where the food they donate goes and its 
importance to local disadvantaged families. We will be collecting food stuffs and other 
household necessities from Monday 27th September for the Launceston Food Bank. 
Please do be generous, for this very worthwhile cause.  
  
Have a super weekend.  
  
Best Wishes  
 

Caroline Skerry 
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Year 9 RS 

 

 

Senior subject 

Wonders of the 

Week 

MFL: Alexie Hawke for being brilliant in applying a 

new grammatical rule in Spanish. 

English: Eireann O'Neil - a great start to English 

GCSE with some really pleasing work completed to 
date. Good effort Eireann keep it up. 

History: Hugely impressive set of speeches on the 

sinking of the Titanic with year 9 historians sifting 
through the evidence to identify those with more 
responsibility for the tragedy which claimed so many 
lives and produced several films and a song certain 
members of the class can t seem to stop                 
destroying... 

Year 11 made a great start to the new term and 
their new topic on the History of medicine 

Year 10 who had their first ferrero rocher test the 
luxury chocolate winners being Georgie and          
Elizabeth   

Religion and Worldviews: - Year 7 E-J Biggadike 

for lovely work on her Worldview lens 

Year 9 GCSE RS students who have shown amazing 
critical thinking skills while looking at medical ethics 
this week.  

Music: Shannon Uglow for her fantastic work this 

week. 

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1:  George Verity 

 

KS2:  Teagan Perry and Isaac 
Wrigley 

 

KS3:  Cici Lefort 

 

KS4: Catherine Tipton 

Year 9 GCSE RS have 
been investigating 
English Philosopher 
Philippa Foots    
Trolley Problem to 
help them think 
about whether    
actions or            
consequences are 
more important. 
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Friday 24th September – Cake competition 

The Modern Foreign Languages department is inviting pupils across the whole school to take part in a 

Cake Competition to celebrate European Day of Languages. 

Pupils in the Junior and Senior schools are asked to bring cakes on Friday 24th. The cakes must have a Eu-

ropean theme. It can either be a European cake (Madeleines, Tiramisu, Black Forest Gateau, Strudel…) or 

it can be decorated with a European theme. Check out the photos below for inspiration! 

The judging will be done at breaktime, by our prefect team, Mrs Paton and Mrs Scott. The cakes will then 

be sold at lunchtime and at the end of the school day in order to raise money for our charity. 

We can’t wait to see how creative children (and parents) will be. 

 

Any questions, please email Mrs Paton or Mrs Scott. 
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Reception Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to our new Reception Class who have made an excellent start to their school journey. Mrs 

Hampton and the Pre-Prep team are very proud of the way they have all settled in so well and are       

enthusiastic in everything they do . 
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Roadford Lake: Year 5 and 6 had an amazing time……….. 
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Year 5 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 have taken advantage of the September sunshine and enjoyed some time by the pond looking at  

different  species  with Mrs Skerry.  

Chess Club 

 

Chess club is very popular this 

term and making the most of the 

sunshine Mr Scott took the chil-

dren outside after school on 

Wednesday.  
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Junior School Eco-Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the newly formed Junior Eco Council.  We had our first meeting today and each   
councillor has their own task in order to help meet all the requirements on our current action plan so we 
can then move forwards towards achieving the Silver Award.   

We are excited by what we hope to achieve for the school and our community.   

Year 8 English 

Year 8 English – we have started studying a play version of the story of 
Frankenstein. Our work on the prologue involved planning a dramatic 
presentation of 5 key lines. Students needed to get creative to re-
create the unsettling atmosphere at the start of the play. 
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Well done Year 3….. 

 

 

Year 3 have made a super start to Key Stage 2. It is a big step up from Year 2 and there is a lot to     
remember, but they have been very organised and are working really hard.  

Well done Year 3, keep up the great work! 
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PSHE Corner 

This week in PSHE, Year 7 are looking at 'Understanding emotions'. Sometimes it's hard to know when to 
communicate with someone when they are very emotional or angry. Young Minds emotions explode 
poster can support parents when their child has angry feelings or outbursts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 are starting to look at 'Drugs and Alcohol. Young Minds have a 
useful guide for parents on the issue which can be opened by following 
the following link:  

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/drugs-and-alcohol/  

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/drugs-and-alcohol/
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Year 2 Science 

Year 2 enjoyed a lovely sunny afternoon in the orchard this week.   

As part of our Science work the children investigated micro-habitats. They recorded some of the     

animals they found and thought of adjectives to describe what the different habitats were like.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children found lots of different animals 
including beautiful butterflies, a dragon fly, 
many worms, slugs, snails and spiders and a 
toad, living in the rotting trunk of a an apply 
tree!  
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Year 7 Study Skills 

 

Year 7 have been busy in study skills with Mrs Diffey thinking about good homework habits. We dis-
cussed using portal, setting up a work space and what it should look like, different approaches to getting 
homework done and managing work load. Students then created an advice poster which they stuck in 
their study skills scrapbook. Year 7 you have got homework nailed!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 English 

 

Year 8 have begun reading the play of Frankenstein this week - a Phillip Pullman adaptation. While look-
ing at the prologue the students were asked to pick out the most atmospheric lines and put them to-
gether using a range of shot types. Fantastic editing from Cici and Marlon. And a great performance from 
Lexie. 

 

https://youtu.be/
IUqQRWcNdjs 

 

https://youtu.be/kyXE4E-
ZaUg 

https://youtu.be/IUqQRWcNdjs
https://youtu.be/IUqQRWcNdjs
https://youtu.be/kyXE4E-ZaUg
https://youtu.be/kyXE4E-ZaUg
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Year 7 German 

 
 
The Year 7 German group have 
been busy finding out about the 
German tradition of giving children 
a “Schultüte” filled with sweets, 
chocolates and school items for 
the start of the school year. They 
had fun making their own cones 
and learning the names of the 
items inside! 

 


