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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 5 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

As I sit here writing this, the school is abuzz with that Friday feeling, and it is amazing to look through the 
pages of this newsletter and see just what has happened over the course of the week. Was it really only 
last Friday that we were guessing European countries from pictures on classroom doors and enjoying all 
manner of European themed cakes? 

We have accomplished such a lot as a school, and there is so much to be proud of—and that is without 
even mentioning the Mini-Marathons that are taking place today, as well as the Harvest Festival that has 
filled the hall and corridors with music over the course of the last week—I am sure that many families of 
our younger children will miss ‘Big Red Combine Harvester’ when the children stop singing it every 
morning and evening at home.  

I am sorry that we have not welcomed parents to school for Harvest Festival, but given our primary focus 
must be on ensuring all children can come to school , when filling in a risk assessment for over 200 people 
to gather in the hall it was, right now, just not something that seemed sensible. I do hope you have had 
the opportunity to enjoy the live streamed event, and am very pleased we now have the capacity to do 
so—all is set in the hall, and at this morning’s rehearsal the children sounded so good, I have no doubt 
they will be brilliant as they perform for you all. 

This week has also seen us hosting Kernow Health for nasal flu and Covid-19 vaccinations. We were the 
first school in Cornwall they visited, and I am sorry for any problems with those wanting Covid vaccinations 
who were unable to get them . This was not a school, or Kernow, issue but one where PHE had given them 
the directive that they needed telephone consent from parents as well as written consent via the online 
forms.  

This was, as you can imagine, a huge undertaking for the one Covid vaccination nurse on site—and out of 
her, and our, hands. Unfortunately this was caused by DfE concerns over fake vaccination consent forms 
sent to some schools, as we were made aware by the DfE on the 28th of September. We are living through 
some very polarised times. 

On happier notes, thank you all so much for your support with European Day of Languages, and also for 
Whizz Kids and Mr Brown’s efforts in running the London Marathon. I know he has been very moved by 
the support received by children and families, and this is such a great indicator of the community that is St 
Joseph’s.  We will be watching out for him on the television coverage of the event, and although he is sadly 
not running in an easily identifiably outfit such as the habit and wimple of St Joseph’s teachers’ past, we 
hope to spot him as he pounds the capital’s streets. 

With only two weeks remaining until half term, I have no doubt that the next 10 school days will pass more 
as a sprint than a marathon, but intend to do all I can to enjoy each moment  of the school week that 
provides opportunities to celebrate your children’s many successes and to share in their journey through 
the school. As the following pages show, they are taking every opportunity that comes there way!  

Every week brings it’s challenges, and it’s many successes. In turbulent times, it is good to remember the 
words of one of the 20th Century’s most remarkable individuals, Eleanor Roosevelt: "If life were 
predictable it would cease to be life, and be without flavour.” 

Have a lovely weekend, 

With best wishes,  

Oliver Scott 
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

Thank you to everyone who joined us at today’s virtual Harvest Festival. I do hope you enjoyed it, as much as 
the children did. I know it is not the same as seeing your children perform live, but these strange times call for 
us all to make sacrifices to keep our whole school community safe.  A special thanks to Mr 
Lucas as technical advisor and of course too our amazing Mrs Smith, without whom the Harvest festival would 
not have been possible.   
Thank you to everyone who donated foodstuffs to our harvest collection for the Food Bank. This is a very 
worthwhile cause especially now, when many families are truly struggling and anything we give them is 
always hugely appreciated. There is still time to swell our collection table. Please do be generous.  
Thank you to all the parents who attended parents evening either virtually or face to face. It is so 
important that we communicate with each other about the children's learning and well-being. If you did not 
manage to make an appointment, please do contact your child’s class teacher to find a mutually suitable time 
for a meeting.  
Next week, please can every Junior School child, if they come into school in their PE kit, ensure they bring 
their uniform into school to change into, even if they have a PE club after school. The weather can be 
very wet, and we have had a few occasions where children have got very soggy in PE and have had nothing to 
change into.   
There is a great deal of lost property around our school at the moment. If your child loses something, it is 
their responsibility to be proactive and find it. The children know the procedures for this. Often the item is 
where the child left it, if it is named, it is usually sent up to the appropriate classroom and we also have a lost 
property area in the school office. Please encourage your children to look after their belongings. At St 
Jo’s, we want all our children to be independent and self sufficient.  Being responsible for their 
own possessions, is one of the first steps towards this.  
Have a lovely weekend.  

Best Wishes,, Caroline Skerry 

The weather has been variable this week, however despite this, it has been another positive week. A great 
deal of learning has been taken place and the school continues to have a calm atmosphere.  

We continue to follow guidelines for Covid-19 in school and are constantly monitoring the situation. The 
booklet,  'September 2021 School guide during Covid-19' that was sent home is a good reference point for 
you; and if your son/daughter does have to self-isolate for the reasons stated in the booklet, please request 
work via Mrs Gardner for KS3 pupils and Mrs Paton for KS4 pupils. 

Thank you Mrs Budd who organised the very important talks and activities for the Year 10 and 11 PSHE day on 
Thursday. These are very important to pupils' personal development and help them understand and deal with 
different challenges. In speaking with some Year 11's, they found it very worthwhile. 

Today I am meeting the student council; I am looking forward to hearing their views and also working with 
them to see what aspects we can implement in the future.  

Today has been a great day with the mini-marathon and mufti day, raising money for Whizz Kids. Thank you 
to all pupils and parents for your involvement and fund-raising efforts. It is such an important aspect to our 
school that we continue to support and recognise different charities. Thank you to Mr Brown for leading on 
the organisation with this event. We all send our best wishes to Mr Brown for the London Marathon this 
Sunday and hopefully he will not be too stiff to walk next week! There were some very interesting guesses for 
his finish time, no pressure Mr Brown! 

I hope you have a relaxing weekend. 

Sam Matthews Deputy Head of School 
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Stay and Play 

 

Senior Subject 

Wonders of the 

Week 

Religion and World Views: Year 7 Verity Tippett 

for her excellent examples of syllogism and            
analytical ability in our debate on how far can sport 
be considered a religion? 

Maths: Ollie Cameron for being extremely helpful 

to his peers. 

English: Genevieve Hills Year 7 - Works really hard 

in every English lesson. Really focused and always 
acting on advice. Keep it up Genevieve. 

Cici Lefort Year 8 - A passionate and logical defence 
of Frankenstein in his trial for murder 

Ollie Cameron Year 11 - Working at a fast pace and 
at a high level. Turned over a new leaf in Year 11. 
Keep it up Ollie. 

Chemistry: Kelly Lam and Rosalyn Tucker for     

excellent work on working out the formulae of ions 
from actual chemical formulae. 

Finnan McCarthy, Martha Weymouth and Jacob 
Hawke for achieving 100% (40/40) writing chemical 
formulae. Brilliant effort. 

MFL: Lucy Whittington for challenging herself in 
German 

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1 and 2: All our pupils have been 

amazing this week in class, in their 

mini-marathons and of course, the 

fantastic Harvest Festival event this 

afternoon.  Well done to all of you, 

you are all stars this week!! 

 

KS3:  Isobel Willingham 

 

KS4:  Libby Davey 

We have been making leaf crowns 

in Stay and Play this week and   

Jakka loved his so much he has 

been wearing it  out and about……. 

Well done Jakka, it looks         

amazing!!! 
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Year 1 Art 

 

Inspired by the work of artist Keith Haring, Year 1 

made their own body art. Thank you to  Kerenza, 

Cici and Poppy for making such great dancing 

shapes  
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London Marathon 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone,  

 

I would just like to thank everyone for their generous donations and support over the 
past few months ahead of the London Marathon on Sunday. The students are very      
excited about their London mini-marathon events this week in School, where they will 
be part of 500,000 students taking part across the Country! Once all donations have 
come in we will total up the final amounts and announce the total raised for Whizz Kidz, 
plus of course which House came out victorious (Come on Lanhydrock!!). 

 

For anyone interested, there is a London Marathon app that can be downloaded from 
the app store (London Marathon 2021) and my progress in the race can be tracked on 

the app - my bib number is 46171!  My starting time isn't until approximately 

10.30am which unfortunately probably rules me out of a podium finish... 

 

Thanks 

 

Mr Brown 

 

Anyone wishing to make a donation can do so 
using this link below: 

 

Virgin Money Giving | Mackenzie and 

Ben  

 

Good Luck Mr Brown….. 
 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=MackenzieBrown&pageUrl=1
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=MackenzieBrown&pageUrl=1
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We ran our own mini-marathon this week and here are some of the pictures from the event held on Thurs-

day with our KS2 children. Amazing running by all, and a big well done to William Scard-Morgan, Joseph 

Scott and Sam Medland for placing 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively for Years 5&6, and Reuben Hodgson, Me-

gan Scott and Bryony Medland and for doing the same for Years 3&4  
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Junior mini marathon challenges 

Reception, year 1 and 2 

worked really hard in PE on 

Thursday and took part in 

lots of different types of   

running relay challenges for 

the Whizz Kids fundraiser. 

2.6 miles is a long way for 

such little legs so we created 

some little challenges for 

them to compete it! They all 

took part with big smiles and 

great  enthusiasm. 
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Reception Poem 

The Reception Class have been thinking about the senses. This week they made telescopes and went on a 
looking walk. They turned the things they could see into a poem. 

 

 

Through the window I can see… 

A poem written by the Reception Class 

 

Through the window I can see,  

Numbers on a beautiful dragon,  

A castle with a Cornwall flag, 

and rain falling into the puddles. 

 

Through the window I can see, 

A rainbow covered in numbers,  

Lots of shiny cars far away  

And four white, blue and grey bins. 

 

Through the window I can see, 

Equipment on the Astroturf,  

A car going backwards reversing,  

And the tennis court covered in lines.  

 

Through the window I can see, 

A white car in the carpark,  

A slide and a bench in the playground, 

And a big tree. 

 

Through the window I can see, 

Lots of house that make up Launceston,  

A climbing frame with a green roof and 

yellow walls, 

And a tree blowing in the wind.  
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Year 8 Physics 

 

Our Year 8 physics students have been studying sound and had been tasked 
with making their own instruments for homework. Some of them have spent 
hours doing this and have achieved the most fantastic results. 
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Reception Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All aboard the Reception Class bus! The children have had a fabulous start to their learning journey here 
t St Joseph's School. Mrs Hampton and Miss Lee are both very proud of them.   

Climbing Equipment 

A big thank you to Mr Hurdwell and his 

Year 10 DT students for their amazing 

efforts in building the new play        

equipment for our KS1 classes. 

We think it looks brilliant and can’t wait 

to have a go!!! 
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Year 7 Study Skills 

Year 7 have been honing their graph work with Mrs Diffey 
in study skills. We gathered data looking at our favourite 
school dinners and then plotted the results on a graph. 
We focused on getting the details right; labelling the axis, 
using a ruler, ensuring we have a title and date, clear use 
of unit measurements and also recording data accurately. 
The Science and Maths department are going to be very 
impressed by our graph expertise! 

Year 10 Chemistry 

Year 10 are continuing with their work on Chapter 5 Chemical Reactions. This week we started looking at 
Acids, Alkalis and how we distinguish between them using different chemical indicators. The photo 
shows samples of acidic, neutral and alkaline solutions. A number of different indicators ( Universal Indi-
cator, Litmus, Phenolphthalein and Methyl Orange) were added to each solution in turn and the colour 
the solution changes to allows the student to identify the type of solution ie acid, neutral or alkali.  
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This week Year 10 pupils took part in their first PSHE day 'How can I be more resilient?' 

 

They looked at a range of topics such as how to manage challenges during adolescence, how to reframe 
negative thinking and different strategies to promote mental health and emotional wellbeing. 

 

We had 2 people from Young People Cornwall who worked with pupils throughout the day. Check out 
their website for further advice and support: 

https://youngpeoplecornwall.org/ 

Making Waves - Young People Cornwall 

 

 

Young People Cornwall reaches over 8000 young 
people in Cornwall through projects, support and 
youth work. 

 

youngpeoplecornwall.org  

https://youngpeoplecornwall.org/
https://youngpeoplecornwall.org/


St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  14 

 

Year 10 Trip to Tate St Ives and Barbara Hepworth Museum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The students studying Art, Textiles and Photography in year 10 visited the Tate St Ives and Barbara     
Hepworth Museum last week. With the last of the good September weather the students took advantage 
of the gardens and sat and drew the sculptures in their textured landscape.  

Inside the Tate the students were able to explore the "Five Modern Conversations" in the galleries. These 
rooms were curated with themes allowing the students to make connections with the art works and their 
own art/ideas in school. The students all made responses in small sketchbooks. These sketchbooks are 
now being re worked in lessons and are proving to be a great outcome of the experience. 

A great day out; and a pleasure for all staff to enjoy time with the students out of school. 
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Year 1  

Year 1 have been enjoying the 

book ‘Billy’s Bucket’ in English 

this week. Here are Arthur 

and Reuben making some  

pictures of sea creatures from 

the story using Paint 3D.  

Year 9 Retrieval Practice 

We tend to think that most learning occurs during the initial getting infor-
mation “in” stage by re-reading, reviewing, and taking notes. However, 
one of the most robust findings from 100+ years of cognitive science re-
search is that a significant amount of learning occurs when students pull 
information “out” through retrieval practice. Year 9 have been learning 
about Gothic conventions whilst reading 'A Woman in Black' and we have 
been doing some retrieval practice with the grimly named 'Brain dump'. 
Here, they wrote down all the conventions they could remember in two 
minutes, then looked in their books to see what they missed - they added 
them in a different colour, and that's what they'll focus on for next time. 

Year 8 English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After reading the play of Frankenstein Year 8 have 
been trying to get under the skin of the characters 
and plot. Students have been putting Dr           
Frankenstein, his creation, and society on trial in 
order to get to the bottom of who is responsible for 
the murders in the play. Society has been given 
most of the blame, although Cici has 
stuck to her guns and blamed the 
monster. Having discussed these    
ideas, it's time to put them into an 
argumentative essay - 'Who is the real 
monster?'. 
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Year 5 Harvest Festival Bread 

 

Year 5 had some fun in the kitchen 

this week in baking the Harvest 

Festival bread.   

We think it looks pretty tasty. 

well done guys! 
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European Day of Languages 
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