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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 7 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

 

I am delighted to say it is now half term, and at the end of a week where I have not been 

able to be in school it is one of the strangest ends to a half term for me personally that I 

have had in all my years in teaching. None of that—self isolation, testing positive for Covid-

19 and all that brings, takes the shine off what has been a positive half term in ways that 

are much more important that the line that appeared on the T section of the lateral flow 

device on Friday evening. 

In the last week I was in school, there were so many things that made me proud of the 

children of St Jo’s, not least the Year 11s who came and spoke to me about both their 

proposed uniform changes (don’t panic: nothing that would require anyone to buy lots of 

new uniform) and how we as a school could do work to do even more with regards raising 

awareness of points that have been in the news recently, particularly with regards the 

publication of the OFSTED review of sexual abuse in schools and colleges. We were very 

much on the same page on both points (thank you Leia and Libby) and will be working with 

School Council and the rest of the school to move things forward on both of these points. 

Incidentally, as well as Covid planning, we have been looking at the OFSTED review, and 

our response and useful resources can be found on the school website. 

As we have been more able to do things other than sleep, while in household isolation (and 

hoping the other three Scotts remain Covid free) my eldest son and I have watched the 

Lord of the Rings films. These bring happy memories, as they were family Christmas films 

when they were released, and watching them with my much missed stepfather, my mother 

and my brothers was great fun. Watching these, there was one line that seemed good to 

repeat here, and it was that, while we cannot choose what difficulties we may face in life, 

the thing for each of us is that “all we have to do is decide what to do with the time that is 

given to us.” While I hope none of you have to contend with orcs and attempt to cross 

Mordor (even metaphorically), deciding what to do with the time that is given to us is 

essential to being the best versions of ourselves we can be, even in the face of a pandemic. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/about/policies/
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On the subject of time, I wanted to share this simple graphic shared by a teacher in the TES. It is a 

very clear reminder that we need to keep supporting the children in our classes, and our lives, every 

day. Our Year 2 class had their last ‘normal’ school year when they were still at Nursery, our Year 

11s when they were in Year 8. This is a huge proportion of their lives – and they have done so much 

to make the very best of the time that is given to them. As adults, we must do the same for the time 

we have with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To return to Tolkein (and my elder brother was the Tolkein fan, not me), as we head into the half 

term, we should remember that “It is the small things, everyday deeds of ordinary folk that keeps 

the darkness at bay. Simple acts of love and kindness.”  At the end of half term, these seem like a 

manageable and well though out aim for us all over the next two weeks and beyond: let’s all focus 

on the simple acts of love and kindness we can show towards one another, and come back in 

November ready for all that the next half term will bring. We have so much to look forward to, I 

can’t wait to get started again when we have all had the chance to rest and get ready for all we will 

achieve together then. 

 

Have a lovely half term, 

With best wishes,  

Oliver Scott 
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

 

Despite the challenges we have had thrown at us this week, we have still managed to have a 

fulfilling and fun filled week in the junior school.  

The muddy walk with KS2 was fabulous, a truly autumnal day with the sun burning through the 

low- lying mist. We crossed the river, sloshed our way through some most slippery mud, 

discussed a pile of feathers in the field and Mrs Ashton Smith almost fell in a very deep ditch. To 

top it all, we came back to hot chocolate and warm buttered crumpets. A huge thank you for the 

ladies on the kitchen for providing such a feast. As one child said, ‘this is the best day ever!’  

KS1 spent today making sandwiches, taking part in the inter-house quiz, picnicking in the orchard, 

and of course tramping across the fields in their wellies. Another lovely day at St Josephs’.   

It is always so fantastic to see children out in the fresh air and I am a real advocate for the 

positive force of the outdoors on everybody’s mental health and delight in spending time with the 

children outdoors.  

After half term, can I please ask that KS1 children always have their PE kits in school, as this 

ensures that if they get wet at playtime or an accident happens, we will always have a change of 

clothes.   

Year 4 and 6 will begin their CAT tests in the first week back after half term and will need a pair of 
head phones in school to access these. The CAT tests (cognitive ability tests) assess how well a 
student can think about tasks and solve problems using a range of different questions.  

Junior clubs will be changing after half term. The new clubs will be available to book from the 2nd 
Monday of half term.   Can I please ask that KS1 parents book a maximum of two clubs initially to 
ensure everyone is able to participate. There will also be prep for KS1 so no child will be left 
unsupervised at any time.   

After half term, Mrs Jones will be running an Upcycling Club with Year 5 and 6. She is planning to 
reuse unwanted haberdashery materials for a project.  If you have any fat quarters, patches, 
beads, sequins, threads, fabric pens/paints etc that you would be happy to donate, we would be 
very grateful.    

Please do not forget it is early buses on Thursday 4th November to accommodate the Junior open 
evening. There will be no clubs this evening.  

  

Have a lovely half term  

 

Caroline Skerry   
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

 

Despite the challenges that COVID-19 still brings to us all, the start to this academic 
year has been a very encouraging and positive one. Pupils have overcome many hurdles 
and we are still able to function as a dynamic and vibrant school. I am so proud how 
pupils remain so well mannered and are working very hard despite the various 
protocols we have in school. They are still flourishing and taking many of the 
opportunities on offer to them; carrying on with their education. This is so rewarding to 
witness. I am also so very appreciative of our brilliant staff team who have also done 
such a brilliant job this term. Every day I see amazing engaging lessons and tireless 
effort from staff to help all pupils.  

 

I am sure that the House mastermind will be a great way to end the half term this 
afternoon and I look forwarding to hearing who the winners are.  

 

It was Year 11 parents evening yesterday; a very important time for this year group and 
I hope that you had useful updates on how they are progressing. 

 
You will receive Grade cards today, which includes effort and working at grades. 

 
A reminder from the letter sent this week, that on Thursday 4th November there will be 
early buses, leaving school at 3.40pm. There will be no clubs on this day. 

 
Thank you for your incredible support over this half term and the support you give to 
your children. 

 

Next week: Half term! I hope you have a great 2-week break. We are then in the lovely 
build up to Christmas and we know how quickly that will go! 

 

Sam Matthews 

 

Deputy Head of School 
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Something to do over the half term break… 

 

https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/
engineering-at-home 

Senior Subject 

Wonders of the 

Week 

 

Chemistry: Year 10 Set 3 - Jacob Hawke, Lila 

Broughton, Alicia Lewis-Langley, Martha          
Weymouth, Finnan McCarthy for working really 
well on the start of their Chapter 5 Chemical 
changes revision notes. 

English: Dan Altaan - Year 11. Great work in     

English this week; some dazzling interpretations of 
our exam text during lessons. 

MFL: Callum Brown for great improvement in 

Spanish. 

Religion and World Views: Year 9 GCSE clas-

ses amazing first attempts at evaluative exam 
questions.   

Cici Year 8 Excellent and informative assessment 
on Islamic prayer. 

Biology: Finnan McCarthy in Biology for his excel-

lent work on BMI calculations. 

 

 

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1 and KS2:  All our children are 

stars this week for their resilience 

and determination to get through 

this half term.  Well done Junior 

School. 

 

KS3:  Tabby Thomas 

 

KS4:  China Bunyard 

Do you or your family shop at Morrisons? 

We are collecting It's good to grow points to     
collect much needed equipment for our students 
to use in our School Orchard project where we 
aim to develop the school orchard into a place 
where we can grow our own fruit and vegetables 
and use the produce in school Food lessons.  This 
also brings about so many opportunities for our 
green fingered students to take part in inter-
house competitions and a wonderful opportunity 
for all of our students to get involved from juniors 
to seniors.   

Thank you in advance if you are able to help col-
lect these vouchers for your School.  For  further 
information see the link below.   

 

https://www.itsgoodtogrow.co.uk/  

https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/engineering-at-home
https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/engineering-at-home
https://www.itsgoodtogrow.co.uk/
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Year 6 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 made the most of the sunny 
weather in their science lesson on 
shadows today. 
They saw how their own shadows 
changed during the day and were      
interested in the different shadows 
made by their opaque and translucent 
water bottles and rulers! 

 

Year 10 Photography 

 

Year 10 photography had fun in their last lesson 
of the half term making sweetie faces in the style 
of Jenny Van Sommers.  
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Year 3 Outdoor School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During their outdoor school lesson 
Year 3 headed to the school       
orchard to identify leaves. They    
discovered how trees change 
throughout the year and used a 
guide to help them identify the 
different leaves. It was a great 
hands-on way to for the children 
to explore the leaf shapes and   
sizes and discuss how they are 
different. They then had time to 
collect some and make a pictures 
and artwork with their leaves!  
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Year 7 PSHE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 have been learning first aid skills in their PSHE lessons. They have learnt some basic life support 
techniques including primary survey using the DR ABC technique (Danger, Response, Airway,       
Breathing, Circulation) & how to put an unresponsive casualty into a recovery position. 

Recycling 

St Joseph's School have been accepted to be part of a highly popular recycling scheme.   

 

We are asking for donations of working tech to be dropped into a collection box in the office and broken 
plastic toys to be dropped into a collection box in the foyer.   

 

 

Once full, these boxes can be collected and then the value of 
the tech will determine the vouchers for books that the 
school will receive.   
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Reception Class playtime…… 

 

 

 

 

We think that it is pretty safe to say 
that our Reception Class pupils are hap-

py with their new play equipment. 

A big thank you to Mr Hurdwell and his 
Year 10 students Barnaby, Seth, Jem 

and Jack. 

Mrs Diffey's Year 8 English class have been having 
some fun filming an additional scene to the play Frank-
enstein. Having finished their essay on 'Who is the real 
monster?' in the play we looked at inventing a scene 
that shows how society treated Frankenstein as this is 
only referred to in the actual text. We talked about the 
idea of the monster being rejected because of his 
looks and expressing how his impulses were to help 
and seek friendship.  
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Muddy Walk 
KS2 (years 3-6) went for a splendid walk across the fields behind school yesterday, aka the Muddy Walk. 
The area is a Cornwall Wildlife Survey area and has some amazing flora and fauna. The children found a 
huge heap of feathers which caused much discussion about what they were,  how they got there and 
why.  The river was forded , with only a few pairs of boots getting filled and much fun was had by all   
particularly Mrs Ashton-Smith who managed to fall into rather deep ditch full of water. 
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Environment Club 

 

The children in the KS2 environment club 

have been making autumn garlands this 

week.  It was a lovely way to finish our 

half term.   
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Year 2 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, Year 2 have been collecting 

data about wood lice.  First they draw a 

table and thought of different habitats 

in the orchard to investigate. Then they 

worked with a partner to record how 

many woodlice they found and         

recorded this information using a      

tally.  We then discussed their results 

and what this told us about where 

woodlice like to live and why.    
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Reception and Year 1  

The Reception and Year One children spent a 
lovely autumn afternoon learning about    
camouflage down in Moss orchard. They made 
and played in autumn coloured camouflage 
leaf masks. The children were also very keen 
for me to share a picture of the amazingly well 
camouflaged toad that has taken up residence 
in the climbing 
tree this half 
term.  
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Year 7 History 

Year 7, as part of the black History month have been researching and then carrying out presentations on 

a range of historical topics associated with black history month. They included Harriet Tubman, Betty 

Crawford, Rosa Parks, Marcus Rashford, the Black Poppies campaign, Jesse Owens, Michelle Obama, 

Chadwin Boseman. Their research was thorough, the presentations creative, and the people and        

campaigns shown inspirational. Well done Year 7 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Rosa Parks, 
civil rights activist.  

https://eu.usatoday.com/stor
y/news/nation/2020/02/04/ro
sa-parks-famous-birthday-5-

facts-you-should-
know/4653590002/

2. Maya Angelou, 
poet and writer. 

https://www.biography.com/
writer/maya-angelou

3. Mary Seacole, 
nurse.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/progr
ammes/p07pvv3z

4. Juan Garrido, 
explorer.

https://face2faceafrica.com/ar
ticle/7-amazing-black-

explorers-who-made-a-mark-
in-history

5. Michelle Obama, 
former First Lady and 

campaigner.
https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=wePNJGL7nDU

6. David Olusoga.  
Historian.  

David was born in Gateshead and 
grew up there

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programm
es/profiles/2pT94YQjVvGlLJpdYDr

Mn6t/david-olusoga

7. Billie Holliday, 
singer. 

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=Web007rzSOI

8. Chris Ofili, 
Turner Prize winning artist.

https://artuk.org/discover/sto
ries/ten-black-british-artists-

to-celebrate

9. Dr Shirley Jackson, 
physicist. 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=mKAgAdHaJw0

10. Joseph Bologne, 
classical musician ‘Black 

Mozart’ 
https://www.classicfm.com/di

scover-music/black-
composers-who-made-
classical-music-history/

11. Reasonable Blackman, 
Tudor silk weaver.

https://www.historyextra.com
/period/tudor/black-faces-of-

tudor-england/

12. Barbara Walker, 
artist. 

https://artuk.org/discover/sto
ries/celebrating-black-british-

artists-in-public-collections

13. Matthew Henson, 
Polar Explorer.

https://www.nationalgeographic.c
om/news/2016/02/160224-polar-

explorer-matthew-henson-photos/

14. Jesse Owens, 
Olympic medallist.

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=quQopJmQry

4

15. Toussaint L’Ouverture, 
leader of the Haitian 

Revolution 
https://www.blackpast.org/gl
obal-african-history/loverture-

toussaint-1743-1803/

16. The first Black Briton, 
taken from Black and British.
https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=v4oIXLBoi0Q

17. Otis Boykin, 
inventor. 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=YXqOoALq5fs

18. Charles Drew, 
scientist.

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=vFddM7p2zH4

19. Florence Prince, 
classical musician.  

https://www.classicfm.com/di
scover-music/black-

composers-who-made-
classical-music-history/

20. Bernadine Evaristo, 
writer.  

https://literature.britishcouncil.org
/writer/bernardine-evaristo

21. Diane Abbott, 
politician.

https://www.blackhistory
month.org.uk/article/secti
on/history-of-politics/the-

first-black-
parliamentarians-in-our-

times/

22. Black Poppies, 
soldiers in WW1.

Year 9 History students reading 
extracts of this at the moment
https://media.nationalarchive

s.gov.uk/index.php/black-
poppies-britains-black-
community-great-war/

23. Dame Doreen Lawrence, 
campaigner 

https://www.blackhistorymon
th.org.uk/article/section/bhm-

firsts/baroness-lawrence-
theres-no-halo-just-say-hello/

24. Betty Campbell, 
Wales’ first black headteacher. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/

uk-wales-58721710

25. Donald Rodney, 
artist.

https://artuk.org/discover/sto
ries/ten-black-british-artists-

to-celebrate

26. Chadwin Boseman, 
actor. 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=4VSx2E7WE50

27. Saint Martin de Porres, 
Patron Saint of racial justice, 

harmony and mixed-race people.
https://www.britannica.com/biogr

aphy/Saint-Martin-de-Porres

28. Private Arthur 
Roberts, 

WW1 soldier. 
https://www.english-

heritage.org.uk/learn/hist
ories/black-

history/arthur-roberts/

29. The story of Windrush.
https://www.english-

heritage.org.uk/visit/inspire-
me/the-story-of-windrush/

30. Dr Anthony Roberts, 
QC.

https://www.blackhistorymon
th.org.uk/article/section/bhm-

firsts/dr-john-anthony-
roberts-qc/

31. James Peters, 
rugby player. 

https://www.blackhistorymon
th.org.uk/article/section/bhm-

firsts/james-peters-the-1st-
black-rugby-player/

Further resources:

• Hamilton, theatre by an all black cast: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSCKfXpAGHc
• Black History Month website: https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
• African Kingdoms: https://africankingdoms.co.uk/
• Painting Our Past: https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/painting-our-past/
• Black and British, A Short Essential History by David Olusoga
• Black and British - BBC, https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0499smp
• National Archives, Black British History on Record, https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/black-history
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Year 4 Outdoor School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week in Year 4, following our study of the 
works of Claude Monet, we spent time observing 
the colours and textures of the water in the River 
Kensey and tried to recreate those using oil pastels. 
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The Election Campaign hots up……… 

The St Joseph's election campaign began in earnest this week with three declared parties, Amare, PPSI 
and NSJ. They are mapping out their campaigns and hope to gather support from the senior school    
election body.  

To help Mr Duff oversee the campaign Daniel Mehan has been appointed to the election moderation 
body. He will be on hand to ensure the election campaign is held in a democratic manner and reflects the 
values of fairness and equality of opportunity which is the corner stone of British democracy. The      
campaigns will culminate in a secret ballot on 19th November . We hope that the campaigning will be 
positive as there have been signs that certain party members have resorted to tactics which may well 
rebound on them. There is in place a media group who have already been interviewing party leaders and 
they will be reporting to the St Joseph's community at regular intervals. 
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Year 11 English 

 

Prior to plunging head first into a range of essay 
tasks Year 11 have re-constructed the play Romeo 
and Juliet using marshmallows and skewers.      
Students used marshmallows to represent        
characters and then had to map the links between 
all of the characters using the skewers with the 
use of post-it notes to explain the links. Some 
groups went the extra mile and colour                   
co-ordinated post it notes to themes which 
worked really well. The lesson ended with a lot of 
marshmallows being consumed! (they were 
written on with edible ink pens – don’t worry – 
nobody was poisoned in this activity!) 
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Year 8 Religious Studies 

Year 8 spent their last Religion and World Views lesson of the half-term making mini Mosques. This term 
they have started to investigate what it means to be a Muslim in Britain today. 

And finally……….. 

We hope that you have a fantastic half-term break.  During this time, could we ask that 

you check school bags and PE kit for any items that belong to other pupils.  Please hand 

these items in to Reception on your return and we will re-unite the items with their    

correct owner.   

Can we also request that your uniform and PE kit is labelled clearly with your name; this 

will allow us to quickly return the item in the event that it is handed in to us at              

Reception.  Many thanks. 


