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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 9 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

Well, it is good to be back in school after a quick trip to Coventry from Wednesday evening to this morning where I have 

been attending the ISA Autumn Study Conference. This was a great opportunity to meet with fellow ISA Headteachers, share 

some of the experiences of the past two years since meeting face to face and hear from some very interesting speakers. 

What is clear from such an event is the benefit of meeting like minded Headteachers, and the support the ISA provides in 

many ways. There are of course many lessons to be learned from the shared experience of looking after and educating 

children through a pandemic, and it was very pleasing to see that St Joseph’s is in a very strong position in many ways, 

although the days away have certainly added to my to-do list following advice from speakers such as the Independent 

School’s Inspectorate’s Deputy Chief Inspector, as well as the Deputy General Secretary for the Independent Schools Council. 

 The latter speaker was recently Head of Legal & Policy at the ISI also—and her session was title Peer on Peer Abuse - Action 

Plan for Compliance. The safety and wellbeing of the children is always at the heart of what we do, and do rest assured that 

with the new RSE curriculum and having carefully explored the Ofsted review of sexual harassment in schools as a school we 

really do promote a culture of zero tolerance in this regard. Do remind your children they can always approach staff if they 

have any concerns in this or any other regard—we will always listen to, and act on, any worries they may have. 

In other news, I was delighted to hear how well the Remembrance Day assembly went, and many thanks to Mr Hurdwell and 

his pupils for the remarkable display that formed the background to this event. I look forward to marking Remembrance 

Sunday with staff and pupils in Launceston’s Remembrance parade this weekend. 

Well done also to Mrs Hampton for her remarkable work with all things Stay and Play—today was the last session for this 

term, and Mrs Hampton and the pre-school children and parents did not let the small matter of some very inclement 

weather affect their enjoyment. It is so good to be able to host this for local families, a number of whom are looking to join 

the school in September 2022, and Mrs Hampton does a wonderful job with this as well as looking after the lovely Reception 

Class of 2021. 

On top of all that, we have Year 6 currently involved in transition day afternoon activities in the Senior school—and loving all 

they are doing by all accounts. I am going to see them shortly, and once again am greatly impressed by all that staff can 

achieve in a single week. 

Driving back this afternoon and (finally) seeing the Nearly Home trees (AKA Cookworthy Knapp) on the A30 was a lovely 

moment. While being away can be very positive, being back at our school is where I am very happy to be—the St Jo’s 

children and staff make me immeasurably proud, and it is good to be able to look back on another very positive week.  

 

With best wishes,  

Oliver Scott 
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

 

There is now a real Autumnal feel in the air, which becomes even more apparent as you stand in silence, with the entire 
school, listening to the last post, remembering all those lives lost during the wars Great Britain has fought.   

 

All our classes have been remembering in their own way this week, Year 6 spent Tuesday at the Keep- 
Cornwall’s army museum learning all about the lives of soldiers during World War 1, KS1 craft club made a 
poppy wreath, Year 2 have been finding out about the role that animals played in the first World 
War and Year 5 have been examining the meaning behind the lines of John McCrae's- In Flander's 
Fields using the poignant words to inspire an illustration of the poem.    

 
On Monday, Year 3 had a fabulous time at Truro Museum learning about the Romans and next week, Year 
4 will be visiting Golitha Falls as part of their Rivers and Coasts topic. What a busy life our junior children lead.  
 
 
To protect the wider community, we were sadly unable to take part in fixtures before half term due to the levels of Covid 
in our school. However, this week Year 5 and 6 had an exciting Wednesday afternoon playing rugby and netball with and 
against Shebbear and this was followed by Year 3 and 4 visiting St Christopher’s School for a tag rugby tournament on 
Thursday. These are the first of many fixtures and we look forward to our children pitting their skills against 
other pupils in different schools throughout this academic year.  
 
 
To kick start anti bullying week, on Monday, we are taking part in ODD SOCKS DAY. Children need to wear their school 
uniform as usual but with a twist, that of adding a pair of odd socks. This event is not only a great way to express 
individuality, it is also promoting a good cause and reminds us to think about what we say before we say it and how what 
we say affects others.    
 
 
As a school we embrace any activity that enhances children’s playtimes and school experience. However, these activities 
can sometimes become divisive, and this is to the detriment of our school community. Unfortunately, 
Pokémon is now having a negative rather than a positive impact on our playtimes and I have told the children that they 
are no longer allowed to play it.  Therefore, please can I ask that the children keep their Pokémon cards at home in 
future.  
 
 
Please remember to send you child into school with the appropriate PE kit on the appropriate day. Unfortunately, the 
thrift shop is totally bereft of PE uniform and will no longer be able to lend out any items to those children who do not 
bring in the correct kit. Sadly, these children will either have to sit out of PE or participate in their school uniform 
depending on the activity.  
  
Next Friday, is Children in Need and the children are invited to come into school wearing their own clothes and or 
something sparkly and to donate £1 to this worthy cause. Our junior charity prefects, Maia and Carson,  have also devised 
a colouring competition with prizes to be won. Entry is a mere 50p. Please do encourage your children to participate.  
  
Have a lovely weekend.  

Caroline Skerry   

Junior Head  
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

We have had an excellent week where pupils have been working hard and have been brilliant with behaviour yet again. I will 
never overlook just how amazing our pupils are, they are so polite, well mannered, confident, and respectful; we are very lucky to 
have such a conducive school environment where pupils have such good learning habits. This was personified in our 
Remembrance service on Thursday. 

 

I am meeting with the student council this afternoon and look forward to hearing the thoughts from all pupils through their year 
reps. Year 10 parents evening went very well on our Portal Management System; we will continue to use this system in the future 
after its success. This afternoon (Friday) we also look forward to having Year 6 in the Senior school. As part of their transition they 
will be having DT and Textiles lessons. 

 

Next week is National Anti-bullying week; Mrs Budd has supplied many teaching resources and tutor resources for staff to talk 
with pupils about. For this week, we have odd socks day on Monday. Next Friday 19th is Children in Need Day, where we have 
mufti day as per the letter that has already been sent out. 

 

I look forward to returning to Dartmoor on Sunday for our first training walk, and first walk for some time! We will of course mark 
our remembrance whilst out on the moor. Thank you so much to Mr Clarke, Mr Cattell and Paul Hine for helping, we couldn't give 
the pupils the amazing opportunity without you. 

 

I hope you have a great weekend. 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 

 

 

Covid-19 important information  

• If your son/daughter has one of the main symptoms of Covid-19 (high temperature; a new, continuous cough; loss/
change of taste or smell), they should isolate and get a PCR test, not a lateral flow. 

• Please continue to test pupils twice weekly with a lateral flow test 

• If a member of your household tests positive, we would appreciate you keeping non-positive members at home as well 
please. 

The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your tempera-
ture) 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours 
(if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things 
smell or taste different to normal 

What to do if you have symptoms 

If you have any of the main symptoms of COVID-19, even if they're mild: 

1. Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if you have COVID-19 as soon as possible. 

2.     Stay at home and do not have visitors (self-isolate) until you get your test result – only leave your home to have a 
test. Check if people you live with need to self-isolate. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
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 Senior Subject Wonders of the 

Week 

English: Barnaby Knight - For his truly inspired         inter-
pretations of the poem 'Bayonet Charge'.  Total engage-
ment with the poem at a standard more worthy of an A 

level student. Mind blowing. 

History: Year 8 Gunpowder Plot fantastic investigative 
work, followed by group presentations, as to whether 
Guy Fawkes and company were the victims of a frame 

up. 

Year 7, well done on completing the History skills ele-
ment of their year 7 course. 

Chemistry: Rosalyn Tucker, Kelly Lam, Georgia Gilbert 
and Rosy Renfree for a excellent half term equation work 

on Making Salts  

MFL: Sam Medland Year 5 - for persevering with his 
French, when he thought he couldn't remember anything 

and actually knowing it ALL in the end! 

Year 7 for their joint lesson, where they all got to show 
each other just how much they have learnt this term!  

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1: Elvis Rabey 

 

KS2:  Jessica Small 

 

KS3:  Alexie Hawke, Eve Blay, Thomas 
Dowdall 

 

KS4:  Lila Broughton 

ASDAN Lifeskills Challenge 

Congratulations to Lila Broughton for completing 
the first part of her ASDAN Lifeskills challenge.  

 
Lila used a pattern 

and her sewing 
machine skills to 
make this lovely 

Christmas stocking 
gift bag, it’s fully 

lined and ready to 
fill with little 

Christmas gifts to 
give to someone  

special.  
 

Amazing job Lila. 

PE Kit 

A lot of pupils have been forgetting their PE kit and up 

until now we have been able to lend them items from the 

thrift shop. Unfortunately, due to the amount of items 

loaned out and them not being returned, we no longer 

have any items available for sale (or loan). 

Can we please ask  that all the loaned kit is returned as 

soon as possible so that the thrift shop can be replen-

ished and items be made available for new pupils and 

parents to buy.  This is quite important given the   supply 

issues being experienced by our school community, when 

trying to order uniform. 

Unfortunately, as a result of this, we are unable to lend 

out any more sports kit from the thrift shop.  
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It has been a long wait for a “real gig” and when the invitation arrived it did not give us very long to 
prepare, one of the pieces that we are going sing was something we were starting to get ready for 

next March! The girls in Canzonetta were so pleased to have the offer to perform to a live audience 
that we jumped at the chance to take part. The concert is a well established event in Tavistock and 
as such is usually very well attended being very much aimed at all ages. Please do come along and 

support the girls (details for booking the free tickets are on the poster), we very much look forward 
to seeing you there. Mr David Green.  
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Reception and Y1 “Bonfire Night” 

 

 
 
 
We have been talking about Bonfire Night down at 
the bottom end of the school.  
 
 
When down in the orchard last week the children 
collected sticks and leaves to make natural paint-
brushes and then pained firework pictures.  
 
 
The left over sticks were used to make beautiful 
sparklers. 
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Pumpkin faces…… 

The children in reception had fun scooping out their pumpkins ready for some spooky story telling next 
week. 

KS2 Blue Sky Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blue Sky Club thought about poppies and remembrance in club last night. They then drew some fantastic 

poppies. 
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Lest We Forget… 

 

“Lest We Forget” collaborative project dress        
designed and created by year 9 and Year 8 Textiles 
classes. Inspired by Paul Cummings ceramic pop-
pies installation.  

 

Remembrance Coat” by former pupil Pippi Harris 

for her Textiles GCSE.  

 

Pre-prep Craft Club 

Pre Prep craft club worked together to make a Poppy wreath for Remembrance Day. 
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Preparations for Remembrance Day 

Our Senior School pupils have worked very hard this 

week to create a very stunning and fitting backdrop for 

our act of Remembrance. 

Overseen by Mr Hurdwell, the silhouettes of the soldiers 

were created by our Y10 DT pupils with the poppies   

being made by pupils from across the Senior School. 

Thank you to all who were involved, you should all be 

proud to be part of such an important and emotive 

event. 
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Our Act of Remembrance 

 

On Thursday, all students and staff   
attended a remembrance assembly and  
observed the two minute silence in         
remembrance of those who fought and 
died for this country  

#wewillrememberthem #armisticeday 
#LestWeForget 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wewillrememberthem/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/armisticeday/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/LestWeForget/
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In Flander’s Fields…… 

 

Year 5 have been examining the meaning 
behind the lines of John McCrae's In Flan-
der's Fields.  They used the poignant words 
to inspire an illustration of the poem.  



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  12 

 

Diwali 

 

This week the reception children have been learning 

about Diwali. The children had fun smelling spices as 

we mixed them up to make paint.  

The children then used the spice paint to deco-

rate rangoli patterns. The Reception classroom 

room looks lovey with our new display in place 

and smells wonderful too!  



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  13 

 

Recycling 

St Joseph's School have been accepted to be part of a highly popular recycling scheme.   

We are asking for donations of working tech to be dropped into a collection box in the office and broken 
plastic toys to be dropped into a collection box in the foyer.   

Once full, these boxes can be collected and then the value of the tech will determine the vouchers for 
books that the school will receive.   

Missing in Action……. 

Mrs Gardner has mislaid her     

Wonderboom 3 speaker box.  It is 

burgundy in colour and cylindrical 

in shape. 

 

It was last seen in the ground floor 

photocopy room last week. 

 

If anyone has seen it or found it can 

they please either return it to Re-

ception or inform Reception of its 

whereabouts in order that it can be 

reunited with Mrs Gardner. 

 

Many thanks! 

Year 10 Food 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finnan McCarthy (Y10) made a Swiss roll in his Food lesson!   

Looks very tasty Finnan—is there any left? 
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Year 4 Outdoor School 

This week in outdoor school, Year 4 were challenged to build robust boats out of natural materials. 
To test their robustness some children dropped their boats from a bridge into the River Kensey 
while their teammates waited down river to see if their boat was still travelling in one piece.   
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Sports fixtures this week  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was fantastic to compete in our first sporting fixtures for a very long time! Today our U11 netball and rugby 
teams hosted Shebbear and we had a brilliant afternoon!  

 
 

 

 

 

Pupils from Year 3 and 4 attended the U9 ISA Tag Rugby festival at St 
Christopher's School on Thursday. It was a great day with a really positive 
atmosphere. The team played 5 games of tag rugby and managed to win 
2, draw 2 (one game was 5-5 and the other 6-6, thrillers!) and lost 1.  The 
pupils from St Joseph's played with great energy, skill and determination 
and what impressed the most was their respect, sportsmanship and atti-
tude towards the other teams. Congratulating and saying well done to 
opposition players from other school's for scoring a try or helping others 
up from the floor, if they fell over was great to see. The spirit of rugby 
and sport was clear for all to see, well done to all!  
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Netball Club 

Fantastic to see the Senior Netball after school club 

so busy on Thursday evening.  

National ISA Swimming 

Well done to all pupils who competed in the recent 
ISA South West swimming gala. It was brilliant to see 
our students back in the pool and the experience was 
enjoyed by all. Congratulations to Tom, Olivia and 
Hollie who have all qualified for the ISA National 
Swimming Gala which will take place on 28th            
November at the Olympic Swimming Pool in London.  
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Anti-Bullying Week 2021 is happening from Monday 15th – Friday 19th November and has 

the theme ‘One Kind Word’. It is coordinated by the Anti-Bullying Alliance, which is based 

at leading children’s charity the National Children’s Bureau. In a world that can sometimes 

feel like it’s filled with negativity, one kind word can provide a moment of hope.  

 

It can be a turning point. It can change someone’s perspective. It can change their day. It 

can change the course of a conversation and break the  cycle of bullying.  Best of all, one 

kind word leads to another. Kindness fuels kindness.  

 

So from the playground to Parliament, and from our phones to our homes, together, our 

actions can fire a chain reaction that powers positivity. It starts with one kind word. It 

starts today. 

 

Pupils will be looking at Antibullying throughout the week during assemblies, tutor time 

and PSHE lessons. We would also like to invite everyone to wear odd socks on Monday 

15th November. 

 

PSHE Corner 
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Revision guides have now been published   
pupils in order for them to start to prepare for 
their exams in the week commencing 29th  
November. Here are some tips to help support 
students in the build up. 

 

 

 

 

 

PSHE Corner 
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PSHE Corner 
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Year 11 Chemistry 

 

Year 11 are currently studying Chemical           
Calculations which involves lots of Maths and 
the idea of 'The Mole'.  

The mole is a simplistic way of counting in  
Chemistry and is equivalent to the relative   
atomic mass/formula mass of an element/
compound.  

The photos show Set 1 carrying out a Titration, 
an exact technique,  which allows them to       
calculate the concentration of one of the    
chemicals involved in an acid/alkali reaction.  

The indicator used is phenolphthalein which 
gives an end-point of colourless from pink.  
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Year 7 Study Skills 

 

With exams approaching Year 7 have been looking at revision 
in study skills with Mrs Diffey. We worked out our favoured 
learning style through a questionnaire and then looked at a 
range of different revision activities. We had a productive half 
an hour revising for a science test students were having that 
very afternoon; we were quite the experts on acid and alkali at 
the end of our revision session!  
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Year 6 trip to Bodmin Keep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 spent a great day at Bodmin Keep ( Cornwall’s Regimental Museum) on Tuesday as part of their topic work 
on WW1. We participated in workshops on trench warfare, heroes and heroism and a military team building exer-
cise which included some tricky knot tying and complicated sequences. 
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Year 9 Creative Writing 

 

As a way of helping inspire Year 9 with their 
Gothic creative writing, we were very excited to 
have a visit from Cornish ghost hunters Para-
normal Voice. With a TV series in the pipeline, 
they investigate ghostly happenings all over the 
country, and they came in to talk us through 
some of the equipment they use and experienc-
es they have had. It was a fascinating hour as 
we heard about poltergeists in pubs, appari-
tions in manor houses and spirits in old prisons. 
They also listened to students own stories and 
provided some advice and tips. Never use a Oui-
ja board unless you know to open and close it! 

Year 2 Art 

This week the Year 2 children were given a range of    ma-

terials including paint, chalk and oil pastels. They         ex-

perimented with the different media before creating 

their own fiery background. Next week they will add  sil-

houetted buildings to their pictures to create the   fore-

ground.    
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