
St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  1 

 

WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 13 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

What a lovely week that was, and in the spirit of Aladdin, to anyone doubting that the only appropriate riposte is 

OH YES IT WAS! Thank you to all Junior School parents who attended Aladdin Trouble or The Little Angel—I cannot 

begin to express how good it felt to have parents in, and for them to see just how well their children have done in 

getting the productions ready. With children in both productions myself, I was doubly fortunate: to see them 

perform (dad hat on) as well as to see the whole school in action (headteacher hat on) was an absolute joy. 

With all of that going on in the Junior School, it seems a little unfair that Seniors have been working their way 

through the last of the exams, but they have also managed to get some excellent feedback for those that were 

able to be marked thus far, and also to enjoy the last full week of term. Because, while I can’t believe we are 

nearly there, it is beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 

With just three days to go, please make sure you read the details sent out by Mr Matthews and Mrs Skerry: don’t 

get your Santa Run mixed up with your Christmas Jumper Day, the last thing we need is Bingo On Ice at Eden. 

Thank you in advance for any donations for the Santa Run, which can be done easily through the super speedy link 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephssantas  that also allows you to add Gift Aid if you are a UK 

taxpayer!  

We will be sending out an end of term newsletter, but it is important here to say thank you all for your support 

this term with all things St Jo’s. It means such a lot to us all, and the feedback we get means an enormous amount 

to staff.  

To return to the theme of last night’s performance, I thought I’d share these comments from parents to staff here 

at school so you can share them with your children: 

“Just a quick one to say thanks so much for the wonderful play yesterday.  It was brilliant and must have been so 

much work to put together.  In my humble opinion the best play yet!! “ “both thoroughly enjoyed last nights 

performance all the children were amazing, many thanks to you and other staff members for a super evening.”  

“Thank you for a lovely show, as ever a hit.” 

We miss everyone who is isolating at the moment—staff and students—and I send them all best wishes from all in 

school. They have been brilliant in doing so and helping us all, and well done for all the work that has gone on at 

home. 

Have a great weekend all, 

Best wishes, 

Mr Scott. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephssantas
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

 This week really speaks for itself.  
 
The Little Angel, our KS1 Christmas Production was brilliant. All the children sang beautifully, knew exactly where 
they were meant to be and when. From the youngest children to the main parts in Year 2, the children were 
amazing. For many of you, it was the first Christmas performance in school. An experience worth waiting for.   
  
The Aladdin Trouble production was also incredible. It was absolutely fantastic that the children were able to 
perform to a live audience and thank you for being so responsive. I was extremely impressed by each 
and every one of them.  We have a junior school full of stars!!  
 
These have been real labours of love for all involved and the end products were something all the children in the 
junior school thoroughly enjoyed performing.  We are  very proud of them,  as they should be of themselves.   
 
A big shout out to all the children who missed these productions. We know you wanted to be here, we know you 
were epic in all the practices and we know you are sad you weren't able to perform. Next year will be your year. We 
miss you. 
  
Next week is another busy one!  
  
On Monday, it is eyes down for a round of bingo, please can the children bring in a £1 to take part. This is followed 
by the Santa run so all KS2 children will  need their PE kit in school. KS1 already have them.  The children’s 
autumn term reports will also come out on Monday. Please do contact your children’s class teacher, if you 
have any queries regarding these.   
  
Tuesday is Christmas Jumper Day. The children need to wear their uniform but swap their slightly less than 
festal school jumper for a Christmas one.  If the children do not have a Christmas jumper, then they can ‘festivise’ a 
home jumper instead.  The magical Emazdad will be entertaining all the children in the morning. Thank you so much 
to the PTA for funding this.   
  
On the very last day of term, the junior children will be having their Christmas Lunch. This is always 
a really fun filled affair. With Christmas hats and place mats (all made in class), crackers with terrible jokes and 
Christmas music. What a lovely way to end this term.  
  
The Year 4 and Year 6 CAT scores are now available. You will find them on the Parent Portal in the My DMS tab, 
which is along the top of the home screen. As with the school reports, please do contact your child’s class teacher, if 
you have any questions regarding them.  
  
The junior school spring clubs booking system will be opening w/c 27th December so do keep an eye out for 
communications about this.   
  
The first day back in school after the Christmas holidays is January 6th, 2022.  
  
Have a lovely weekend  
 
Caroline Skerry   

Junior Head  
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

 

I am pleased to see that this week, Covid cases have significantly dropped. Thank 
you for all parents and pupils supporting the extra measures we have in place which 
we will continue to the end of term. It's been nice to see pupils returning from self-
isolation this week and it has been great to see pupils enjoying school and getting on 
with lessons. In the lessons I have covered this week, pupils knew exactly what they 
were doing without me needing to do a great deal, this even after a week of exams! 
This is of much credit to them and our teachers and the excellent school we have; 
pupils were engaged and very eager to learn. I would like to thank all staff for their 
support this week and also Mrs Randall-Beale for all her work with catch-up exams 
in the library and helping these pupils so much. 

 

I am really looking forward to next week's end of term activities which should give 
pupils a great week together and get the Christmas spirit going, even sadly, without 
the Service of Lessons and Carols. All the details for next week have been sent out to 
parents, are attached to this newsletter and tutors have also shared this with pupils. 
We are nearly at the end of a challenging but very successful and much 
accomplishing term. We have achieved so much and next week will allow pupils 
some very much deserved time to have a fun, relaxed end to term, particularly after 
they have also had much to deal with over the last year and more. 

 

We have our 3rd Christmassy themed Dartmoor training walk tomorrow and could 
see some rain looking at the forecast! 

 

Lastly, well done to all in the Junior school, both to pupils and staff for such a 
brilliant nativity. I was so impressed with their acting skills and confidence on the 
stage. 

 

I send my best wishes to all staff and pupils that are self-isolating currently.  

 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 
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 Senior Subject Wonders of the 

Week 

 

 

 A huge well done to all our Senior pupils 
who have returned to school this week  
having been self-isolating. 

 

They have been using this week to catch up 
on all their exams. 

 

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1: Kerenza Maguire 

 

KS2:  Year 6 

 

KS3: Jessica Ball for always being      
polite and smiling. 

 

KS4: Daisy Dougan for smiling and   
being cheerful around school. 

Christmas Cards 

Can we please ask that any 

cards taken into school to 

be given out are brought in 

by Monday 13th December 

at the latest.  They can then be quarantined in 

the tutor / class room    

prior to being distributed. 

BINGO!!! 

Junior and Senior Christmas   
Bingo – Monday 13th December 
2021 

This will take place in classes /
tutor groups  

£1 to play – lots of prizes to be 
won!  
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The annual Santa Run for Cornwall Hospice Care 

Cornwall Hospice Care is a Cornish charity that operates two hospices in St. Austell and Hayle. They rely 

on the generous donations from the public to keep their hospices open and to continue to give the same 

care as always to the local community, and this year we will do what we can to help.  

We are planning our Santa Run on Monday. Cornwall Hospice Care are providing a Santa suit and a fun 

medal for all pupils who take part, in return they are asking for a minimum sponsorship of £7.50. Every 

penny raised helps to fund the care; for example, £20 will fund one hour of nursing care.  

Last year, schools like ours across the county raised over £30,000 (1500 hours of nursing care for families 

in need) over £6,000 of which came from St Joseph’s. While that figure I would suspect is out of reach, an-

ything we can do makes a difference. 

We are also aware of the very understandable feeling for some parents and children that the environmen-

tal impact of a single use Santa Suit is not something they are keen to promote. As such, we are happy for 

pupils to participate in ANY Christmas attire they may have, if they can raise sponsorship for the charity we 

are not going to insist upon any one outfit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some pictures from the event last year which was a really 

fun day with lots of laughs and all for a good cause…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have set up a page specifically for St Joseph’s fundraising, if 

you can click or share https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

stjosephssantas this is linked through a school account and funds 

go directly to CHC.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephssantas
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephssantas
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Gingerbread House 

 

Congratulations to Harvey Holmes for his 

fantastic idea of making Gingerbread 

House kits for the Christmas Fayre. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported 

Harvey by buying these kits and we hope 

you had lots of fun in making them. 

 

We are delighted to announce that Harvey 

raised £320 for the Cornwall Hospice South 

West—that brilliant.  Well done Harvey. 

 

Having bought one of the kits, Mr 

Matthews has managed to make a          

fantastic gingerbread house although we 

believe there was lots of direction needed 

from his sons—well done boys!! 
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Coaches Corner……. 
 

Tennis has concluded for the autumn term and indeed for 
the year. 

I do hope the children have enjoyed their participation and 
progress on court throughout the term. 

The weather has been kind with very few sessions seeking 
shelter and the physical and mental sessions that we offer 
in such cases. 

Tennis will be back with a bang in 2022 with the return of 
competitions to compliment the coaching. 

Competitions will take place at school and within local 
clubs. I will make sure you are aware of events and if I can 
help in any shape way or form please do not hesitate to get 
in touch. 

I am delighted to see such high levels of  participation at St. 
Joseph's and this gives me a real sense of satisfaction that I 
can share my knowledge and enthusiasm of the game with   
children of all ages. 

If you are currently waiting for a place in the coaching programme I will do my upmost to include you in 
the spring term and I promise to  be in touch in due course. 

I will attach a photo of a young lady that I recently bumped into shortly after she won the us open at the 
age of 18. 

It just goes to show that having a dream and working hard towards it, learning from failure, not quitting, 
can turn a dream in to a reality. 

If you didn't know this young lady then her name is Emma Radaccanu. 

Happy Christmas to all the children, parents, families and staff at St. Joseph's. 

James Brobin 
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Guidance to schools from Cornwall Council: 
 

With the arrival of the Omicron variant in the UK new rules have been introduced to 
help slow down its spread. There is much we don’t yet know about this new Covid 
strain, but it is being closely studied and its spread monitored, so we can expect to 
learn more in the coming days and weeks. 

In the meantime, we need your help to encourage young people and their families 
to do everything they can to help us slow the spread. Around half of all our recent 
cases are in the under-20s, and education settings are still seeing a high rates of in-
fection. 

I know you will have had direct guidance form the DfE but here are a few examples 
of how you can help: 

Masks in secondary schools – We strongly advise that all staff and children form 
year 7 upwards (unless exempt) wear a face covering in communal areas and pinch 
points. 

Masks on school transport - Young people aged 11 and above travelling on         
dedicated school or public transport should wear a face covering unless exempt. 

Staff in primary schools – It is advised that you should wear a face covering in   
communal areas. 

Nativities and events – The Public Health team suggest a minimum                        
recommendation of anyone attending an event to test with a Lateral Flow Device 
(LFD) in advance. 

Get PCR tested – Please help us to encourage anyone to get a PCR test if they have 
symptoms and not just use an LFD. These are less sensitive than a PCR and will miss 
some cases. 

Regular LFD testing - Staff and secondary school children should continue to test 
twice weekly using LFD tests.  

Where a schoolchild is a close contact of a PCR positive case, they should undertake 
a PCR test arranged through the usual NHS system. We would ask that while they 
wait for their result they test daily with LFD and continue doing so for seven days if 
their PCR result is negative. This is to capture any late transmission in the         
household. *Note: this can be applied in secondary and in primary age children, at 
parent/guardian discretion. 

Get jabbed – If any young people need to get a vaccine outside of the school       
programme, they can book a jab at a range of pharmacies and our larger vaccine 
sites here: https://www.kernowccg.nhs.uk/your-health/coronavirus/covid-19-
vaccine/   

https://www.kernowccg.nhs.uk/your-health/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.kernowccg.nhs.uk/your-health/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine/
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LEGO Build to Give 

54 LEGO Stars were made at the Harry’s ( Y8) St Joseph’s Christmas Fayre for the LEGO Build to Give   
campaign, where LEGO will donate a LEGO set to a child in need, through their charity partners. So that’s 
54 LEGO sets for charity, big thank you to all who built one.  

You can still build them at home and get involved at https://www.lego.com/en-gb/build-to-give 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Storytime 

 

 

Years 1 and 2 shared some      

Christmas stories in        

together time this week. 

Great team work             

everyone!  

https://www.lego.com/en-gb/build-to-give
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Origami Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bea Medd came into a Year 7 lesson yesterday and 

showed them how to make origami stars and 

Christmas trees! What a star and year 7 loved it  

Craft Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prep-Prep Craft club are busy making festive 

decorations this week  

Ballet Lessons 

Ex professional ballet dancer with English National Ballet; 
Nicky Brice has been teaching ballet to pupils of all ages in 
Cornwall for over 20 years. From 3+ to professionals, She 
offers private, duet and group classes for St. Joseph's pupils 
during school time. To find out more and book your child in 
contact nickybriceballet@gmail.com  

For more information check out her social media  

https://www.facebook.com/StertsBallet and https://
www.instagram.com/nickybriceballetschools/ 

mailto:nickybriceballet@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StertsBallet
https://www.instagram.com/nickybriceballetschools/
https://www.instagram.com/nickybriceballetschools/
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School Clubs 

Junior School children and Mr Scott enjoyed Chess 

Club on Wednesday after school  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder: over the Christmas break you will have access to select new clubs/prep choices for the Spring 

Term 2022. 

Christmas Activities 

The children in Key Stage 1 Prep have enjoyed some Christmas colouring and building activities. 
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School Photographs 
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Year 9 have been looking at the topic 'Community and  
careers' which has covered equality, discrimination and 
stereotypes. At the end of the unit, each pupil was asked 
to create a START and STOP flag to represent how to make 
a fairer and more positive community. These were then 
created to create a display in the school stairway. Here 
are some of their ideas.... 

 

PSHE Corner 
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Christingle Service 

 

Year 5 will be taking part in the Christingle 
Service at St Mary's Church in Launceston 
alongside the Junior Choir on Saturday at 
4pm.   

 

Rufus in Year 5 has written an explanation 
about Christingles and instructions so that 
you can make your own at home.   
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Aladdin 

trouble 

These a pictures from the fantastic Junior School Production of Aladdin Trouble—we 

think that they were absolutely amazing…...lots of budding superstars out there!!! 
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Aladdin 

trouble 
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Aladdin 

trouble 
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Aladdin 

trouble 
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KS1 Nativity 

We are so proud of our youngest pupils. 

They were absolutely amazing. 
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KS1 Nativity 
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KS1 Nativity 
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Christmas Card Competition 

 

 

Winners in the Launceston Mayor's Christmas Card 
competition. Congratulations to John (Year 6) and 
Elsie (Year 3). Both got special mentions, and the 
Mayor even appeared on Teams to speak to all of 
the Junior School in assembly! 

German Christmas Box 

 

In our German lessons this week, students  have been 
making cards and decorations to send to our German 
partner school for Christmas. The Year 9 cultural       
awareness classes also made advent calendars, with facts 
about Christmas in the UK behind each door. We will be 
sending everything over to Germany this weekend and 
look forward to receiving a Christmas box soon from the 
partner school too! 
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BE A SECRET SANTA FOR LOCAL 
CHILDREN THIS CHRISTMAS 

Last year thousands of gifts were         
donated and given to children around 
Cornwall, and now it's time to do it all 
again! 

Please buy an extra gift for Mission Christmas if you 
can, and we'll make sure that it gets to a                   
disadvantaged child so they'll wake up to a visit from 
Santa on Christmas morning. All gifts should be new 
and unwrapped, and you can take them to our      
drop-off points across Cornwall. Check out the map 
below to find your nearest. 
 
Gift applications are also now open for organisations supporting local families. Please 
note we can't accept applications from individuals. 
 
You can also donate online, by text or sign up to fundraise! 
 
Thank you for helping the local children that need it most this Christmas, in partnership 
with Shield Services Group. 

A box for donated items has 

been set up in the Main 

Office. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
has kindly donated so far to 
our Mission Christmas 
@piratefm campaign. There 
is still time to support this 
cause by gifting new toys & 
games which are given to 
children identified by social 
services, food banks &    
charities this winter. 

https://xd.wayin.com/display/container/dc/b42a36f9-fd44-4ebf-82ab-00c082d7b964/details?mode=responsive#map
https://xd.wayin.com/display/container/dc/b42a36f9-fd44-4ebf-82ab-00c082d7b964/details?mode=responsive#map
https://www.cashforkidsgive.co.uk/mission-christmas/cornwall/
https://www.shieldservicesgroup.com/
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