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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 21 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

I hope this finds you well and that you are safe and sound. It is odd to write this about something else that 

nature has thrown at us, but here in Launceston it is very obvious why we have no school today, and hearing 

the wind this morning even before getting up I was so pleased there were no St Jo’s minibuses wending their 

way to school through such awful conditions. 

I would like also to say a huge thank you to the many parents who wrote to me or reception to support the 

decision, these emails always make a difference and show how well we all work as a team here at St Joseph’s—

parents, children and staff.  

As we go into half term, it apt to reflect on what we have achieved since Christmas, and I am delighted with 

how strongly the school has come through the past two years, and how well we have lived up to our Ethos and 

Aims. 

We now find ourselves as big as we have ever been, and that has brought its own rewards and challenges. As I 

type, we have 244 pupils enrolled here at school, and thins brings us close to our capacity. We are proud of the 

fact we are a school that feels like a family, where we know one another and we can maintain small class sizes. 

As such, we have agreed with the Governing Body that the school capacity is set at 250 pupils. Any more would 

mean that we have all manner of issues—quite apart from space—and these include fire regulations, requiring 

material change notification with regards school size, licenses for a variety of things and more. 

This means while we will always work hard with our marketing, and that of course recruitment remains active 

and ongoing given that every year we sadly lose Y11 and need to recruit into Reception, we can look to the 

future with confidence and maintain the essential focus on the pupils we work with daily. 

Returning to the joys of storm Eunice, I am going to try and send this as soon as possible, because the lights are 

flickering here in Lanson, as I’m sure they are across the South West, and I am not sure how long it will be 

before all systems are down. 

Suffice to say I wish you all a wonderful half term, and that I hope you all stay safe and well, that you are safely 

ensconced at home and that the winds that are tearing outside abate with minimal disruption. I’m away home 

to avoid being caught like King Lear on the heath, as he rages against the storm. As he cries out: 

Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks! rage! blow! 

You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout 

Till you have drench'd our steeples, drown'd the cocks!  

Happy half term one and all, 

With best wishes,  

Mr Oliver Scott. 
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Dear Parents, 

We have come to the end of a very accomplishing Spring term 1 - when I look back and think all that the school and 

your children have achieved this half term, it's quite remarkable! Half term will I'm sure bring a welcomed break for 

your son/daughter. Clearly the break is a little earlier than planned, but we will always put the safety of all in our 

community above all else. Please do take care in the strong winds.  

This week, the Art interviews went very well and with a very good field of candidates. We look forward to letting you 

know who is successful for the September part time position when we are able to. A huge thank you to Mrs Gowan for 

all her superb organisation with both the Food and Art interviews. 

January seems some distance away and thankfully we are in a much more optimistic place with Covid-19; and I feel we 

can be really positive presently. It's been so brilliant to get back to much normality this term; it is clearly having a 

positive impact on pupils and staff.  

I hope you have an excellent half term. 

Sam Matthews  

Dear Junior School Parents, 

Well, this is a strange end to the week, and this half of term. Rather than Reception, Year 1,2,3 and 6 swimming, Year 

2 presenting their assembly, giving out commendation certificates for showing equality and having our first house 

activity session, we are all at home listening to the wind howling outside with the hatches well and truly battened 

down. 

We have had a busy, if truncated, week. KS2 (Key Stage 2) spent time at Roadford lake learning about non-native 

invasive species: North American signal crayfish and New Zealand pygmy weed and KS1 have been learning about 

online safety and put their gymnastics skill to the test as they created some amazing shapes with their bodies. The 

children have been set a UK space agency homework over half term. Please can they bring this back into school on the 

first Monday after half term. There is a myriad of activities to do on the website so do encourage your child to have a 

look. Logo Lift Off Competition | UK Space Agency. 

There is also competition for world book day, which would be a lovely activity to do during half term. The children 

need to make a scene from a book or a representation of the whole book in a shoe box or a box of a similar size. 

When your child comes back into school, after half term, can you please ensure they have a drinks bottle with them 

every day.  It is so much better for the environment to use a reusable bottle and keeping hydrated ensures they are 

ready for the challenges the school day brings. 

It has been a strange year and I know that many of you have not seen family for a long time but please be mindful 

before taking your children out of school in term time for holidays.  Attendance of less than 80%, is the equivalent of 

missing more than a day of school a week. Low attendance can lead to lower academic attainment than expected, 

social difficulties and increased anxiety.  

There will be parents meeting on March 9th. These will be a mixture on online and face to face. A letter will come out 

at the beginning of next half of term with details of times and how to book a meeting with your child's class teacher. 

We now have a week to recharge our batteries before coming back to school on February 28th. 

Have a lovely half term  

 Caroline Skerry   

Junior Head  
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 Senior Subject Wonders of the Week 

French: Will Stacey for embracing the chal-
lenge of learning a French song. 

Biology: Daisy Dougan for her prompt com-
pletion of a practice Biology examination pa-
per.   

PE: Mrs Paton for PE wonder of the week for 
working really hard in boot camp this term!  

Pastoral: Will Stacey who voluntarily  helped 
the junior playleaders put the play equip-
ment somewhere safe before the storm 
came in  

From the Junior School: Year 1 French for 
their singing and acting out of the goldilocks 
song in their French lesson this week! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

KS1: Piran Smeeth for  his amazing independ-

ent writing. Such great stamina and focus. 

He has been absolutely determined and has 

gone over and above consistently over the last 

couple of weeks.  

Alfie Williams for making such a super effort in 

all his work, especially his reading.  

KS2– Lucy Mott, Joseph Scott and Jake Godwin 

for presenting to the Royal Society on the inva-

sive species work in the Orchard 

Maia Williams – for being supportive of young-

er children, showing maturity and being ex-

tremely helpful.  

KS3:  Lucy Whittington  for her amazing can-do 
attitude this week and Imogen Edyvean for vol-
unteering at last minute to 
play in a netball fixture 
against Shebbear. 

KS4:  Alicia Lewis-Langley 
for looking after fellow stu-
dents. 

Year 11 GCSE Information 

Exam Dates 

GCSE exams will tun from Monday 16th May until 
Thursday 23rd June.  Students have been given a 
personal timetable and this can be found on their 
statements of entry. 

Results Day 

The GCSE results are published on Thursday 25th 

August 2022 and School will be open for pupils to 

collect their results from 9.00am to 10.00am.  

If you are unable to attend the results day then 

please inform Jane Gardner 

(jane.gardner@stjosephscornwall.co.uk) as soon 

as possible.  We will require a signed letter or an e 

mail from the students personal e mail account 

informing us when or how the results are to be 

collected. 

PTA Coffee Morning 

Join us on Monday 28th February from drop 
off (8.30am) in the dining room for coffee. A 
wonderful chance to get to know other    
parents and get involved with PTA events.  

 

Or email us on pta@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

mailto:pta@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Well done to year 1 for learning to sew this half term and making their very 

own tiny teddies. 
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Year 7 RS 

To finish their topic on Buddhism, Year 7 have spent their Religion and Worldviews lessons designing and 
creating games (board, card and even computer games) that explore the Law of Karma. They started by 
looking at the origins of Snakes and Ladders before creating their own games. Today we've had fun trying 
them out and realising the importance of clear instructions. 
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Reception Class topic 

The children finished off their topic on toys 
this week by bringing in their bears from 
home. They joined the children for many 
activities including a 13 in the bed maths 
lesson. Lots of number fun! 

Year 9 English 

Year 9 have started reading one of the GCSE English Literature 
texts An Inspector Calls. We read the opening stage directions 
and staged the opening of the play for a photograph. This was 
then edited in photoshop to include all the necessary details 
as specified in the stage directions. James Tippet edited an 
amusing version of the original photograph. 
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Junior School PE 

 

Our Junior School pupils have been doing gymnastics this term and are really enjoying 

their classes.  The following are some pictures of what they have been doing in their 

classes. 
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Gymnastics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 performed their gymnastics routines that they have been learning and putting together over this 
term. They showed amazing elegance, skill, balance, and technique. Great work Year 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the top of the Junior School to the bottom—pre-prep pupils are also enjoying gymnastics this 
week. 
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Invasive Species Day 

Our KS2 classes had a fantastic time at Roadford Lak this week taking part in an invasive 

species day…….despite the not so favourable weather!! 
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Lego 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank David 
Pallash and his team at the Community Engagement 
Programmes for LEGO for their wonderful donations 
of two boxes of LEGO that they sent to the school. 

 

Thanks should also go to Year 8 pupil Harry Crawford 
who, as a part of their LEGO Play Agent Team has 
worked with them to promote the LEGO BUILD THE 
CHANGE workshops in addition to setting up a LEGO 
club in school. 

 

Well done Harry.  I am sure that many pupils will    
benefit from your hard work and enjoy the                
opportunity to play with some fantastic LEGO. 

 

The picture opposite shows Mr Scott and Harry    
opening the boxes of Lego. 

Friendly Netball Fixture vs Shebbear 

Year 9 and 10s displayed some excellent netball on Tuesday, they moved the ball beautifully down 
the court and created many goal scoring opportunities. 
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Year 5 and 6 Poetry 

 

On Wednesday, Year 5 and 6 joined a workshop 
with Vahni who is a poet in residence with the 
Charles Causley Trust.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We considered the books we would save 
and it generated some very interesting dis-
cussion.  Here is some great work from 
Freddie and Elliott.   

@causleytrust  
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https://www.logoliftoff.org.uk/ 

https://www.logoliftoff.org.uk/
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