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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 23 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

I find myself in the unusual position of writing this on a Thursday afternoon and not, as usual, at the 

close of play on Friday shortly before pressing send on the newsletter. This is because this week I am 

shortly to be driving North, taking the U11 football team to the ISA National Finals, alongside their coach 

Mr Payne – elsewhere in the newsletter you may even find out how they have done, we have assured 

Mrs Gowan of pictures so they can get in what I know will be a very packed newsletter this week. 

I know this because of what has already happened – even with a day of the week still to go as I sit here 

typing. It has been a week that has made me prouder than ever to be the Head of St Jo’s, and at no point 

more so than on Tuesday when the school was awash with yellow and blue. 

The reason for this was of course that we were showing our support for the people of Ukraine, and the 

support shown by pupils and parents was quite overwhelming. Thank you so much for your generosity 

with regards donations both of items that we will look to get to the right charities as soon as possible, 

but also the money that was donated, bit in the morning and over the course of the concert. 

The total raised was an amazing £1945 by Wednesday morning, a sum that is memorable both for the 

significance of the support it will provide for those in need, but also deeply symbolic. Of all the possible 

totals, to have 1945 precisely on Mr Barton’s desk on Wednesday morning was profoundly symbolic. This 

was the year that saw the end of the Second World War, and we can only hope that the number is 

augurs for peace, and does not presage a conflict of such intensity as that which concluded with VE day. 

So thank you. Thank you all who donated to this worthy cause, and who came to listen to the children 

sing, play, perform and share with the audience their many, many talents. They are the living face of the 

school, and when I see them on stage it is a source of huge pride in their achievements, and of the 

confidence and belief they gain from being her at school, when coupled with the support of you, their 

parents. 

And so to the football: a different sort of stage, but another outlet for the talents of the children, and 

another aspect of life that has come back as we move from the worst of the pandemic. It is great to have 

these opportunities, and a reminder of how fortunate we all are at this time, even with all that is going 

on around us. I am sure Friday will bring more happy moments for the children of St Joseph’s, and as I 

set off for Derbyshire I wish you all a happy weekend that starts with moments of cerebral celebration, 

or just good fun, if you are going to the PTA quiz. 

See you on Monday, 

Mr Scott  

headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

Thank you for everyone within our school community for showing care and 
compassion to the people of Ukraine. The £1945 is a huge sum of money, 
along with the items donated, this will help those in need. Thank you to Mr 
Green, Mrs Smith and Mr Summers for organising a fantastic concert. It was 
amazing to see so many pupils from both the Senior and Junior School; so 
much talent on show and it gave me a huge sense of pride in 
watching them. 

 

This week myself and Mr Scott met with Alan Dodd, the South 
West Duke of Edinburgh Area coordinator and I am pleased to 
say that our DofE license has been renewed. This will allow us 
to continue offering this widely recognised and worthwhile 
Award. 

 

Next week we look forward to welcoming Year 7 parents into 
school to discuss their child’s progress. We also look forward 
to seeing grandparents on tour, a great event for all. There 
are fixtures to look forward to including the ISA National cross 
country next Sat, and Year 10 have a PSHE day on 
Wednesday.  

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday please remember it is Red Nose Day and pupils can ‘Dress up as 
Hero’ and we will also have a bake sale at break time to raise money. Please 
bring in £1 for dress up and money if you would like to purchase cakes. Any 
donations of cakes please deliver to the dining room.  

 

 

 

Time is certainly going quickly, and tomorrow being our 8th Ten Tors training walk exemplifies this! 

 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Sam Matthews 

deputyhead@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  
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Dear Junior School Parents,  

 

This has been an extremely busy and highly productive week.  
 
Congratulations to all the children who took part in the Wadebridge Festival of Speech. They all did brilliantly 
and racked up many merits, commendations and distinctions between them and the collaborative choral poetry 
piece brought home a trophy. I am proud of each and every participant for being so brave and prepared to step 
out of their comfort zone. I am sure that many of their peers will be inspired by them and have a go 
themselves, next year.   
 
Thank you, to all the parents who attended parents’ meetings this week. It is so important that we work as a 
team: pupil, parent and teacher. The parents' meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet and talk about your 
child’s time in school. I know from the feedback I have had that this time is valued by both parents and teachers.  
 
The Blue and Yellow Day and St Joseph’s for Ukraine Concert were utterly amazing and really showed what a 
community can do when they unite to support a cause. The performers at the concert were inspirational and I 
know that many juniors looked at the senior performers and were awe struck. The donations from parents and 
children have been amazing and it is so heartening to be able do something to support those who need our help 
so desperately.  
 
One of our community sent me this link and I thought it would be good to share.   
‘Beau Nidol ‘in Bude is making the most beautiful glass hearts in support of Ukraine and 50% of sales goes to the 
Help Ukraine Emergency Appeal.     
https://www.beaunidol.co.uk/product-page/ukrainian-flag-heart  
  
Today, seven of our junior children competed in the U11 ISA national 5 a-side football tournament at St George’s 
Park. What an experience!  Well done to them all for getting so far.  
 
Next week is another busy one:  

• Monday -   a mayoral visit during junior assembly, where the mayors  of Launceston and Bridestowe will be 
visiting us in their full finery and telling us all about their roles.  
Tuesday - the grandparents tea party from 1400- 1530. If your child’s grandparents would like to attend, please 
contact events@stjosephscornwall.co.uk , as soon as possible.  

• Wednesday- the U9 netball and football teams are playing Shebbear at home. Please see the team 
sheet later on in the newsletter.   

• Thursday- Year 2 class trip to Rosemoor gardens 

•  Friday- Red nose day- Bring a £1 donation, dress as a superhero, a bake/buy a cake for/from the bake sale. 
In the afternoon, there is Landrake Cross Country from 1pm at Sir Robert Geffery’s School. Children involved 
need to bring in their school PE kit including tracksuit bottoms. Please see the team sheet later in the 
newsletter.   

•  
As I said a busy one!  
I do hope you have a lovely restful weekend.  

Caroline Skerry   

Junior Head  

Caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

 

https://www.beaunidol.co.uk/product-page/ukrainian-flag-heart
mailto:registrar@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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 Senior Subject Wonders of the Week 

MFL: George Darwall (Year 11) for making extra 
effort in Spanish to prepare for the exams. Coco 
Godden (Year 7) for participating with extra       
enthusiasm in French lessons.  

 

Chemistry: excellent work balancing chemical 
equations by Oscar Amankwah, Mia Stoyanova, 
Lowen Courtney-Bridgey, Jack Matthews, Shannon 
Uglow, Will Rosevear, Jack Harris and Rosie Rea. 

 

English: Rafferty Year 10 - Excellent work in       
English; sustained focus, neat presentation and 
very helpful to another student when working on 
practice exam tasks. 

 

Biology: Finn Anderson for immediately              
volunteering to present his excellent research on 
the brain.   

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1:  Reuben Phipps for coping with a lot of changes 
at home this week and still working hard on his 
handwriting and poem this morning. 

 

KS2: Kezia Getson. Always smiley, polite and    
friendly, keen to help and hard working. 

 

KS3:  Amy Quinn for showing her classmates how to 
print from their SurfaceGo. 

 

KS4:  Daniel Altaan for making Mrs Paton laugh by 
calling her Señorita each time he sees her around 
the school! 

Year 11 GCSE Information 

Exam Dates 

GCSE exams will run from Monday 16th May until 
Thursday 23rd June.  Students have been given a 
personal timetable and this can be found on their 
statements of entry. 

Results Day 

The GCSE results are published on Thursday 25th 

August 2022 and School will be open for pupils to 

collect their results from 9.00am to 10.00am.  

If you are unable to attend the results day then 

please inform Jane Gardner 

(jane.gardner@stjosephscornwall.co.uk) as soon 

as possible.  We will require a signed letter or an e 

mail from the students personal e mail account 

informing us when or how the results are to be 

collected. 

Recorder Club 

 

Junior Recorder Club is a very popular after school 
club this term. We look forward to hearing them 

perform later in the year  
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On Tuesday 8th March we held a wear a blue and yellow day and hosted a concert, all in aid of 
the Ukraine crisis. The response has been outstanding raising a total of £1945. We have also 
collected a 'mountain' of needed donations all of which will now be sorted and sent to the 

Ukraine in the next 2 weeks. 

St Joseph’s School Charity Concert for Ukraine 
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Thank you to everyone 
who has played a part 

in this  remarkable     
response. 
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World Book Day Winners 

World Book Day went brilliantly with some excellent costumes across the school, from a tiny Elmer the 
Elephant in reception, all the way to Mr Scott’s earring’d William Shakespeare. Professional book             
illustrator, Lydia Christine, came in and did a ‘zine’ workshop with year 5 and 6, where students created 
their own illustrated characters and stories. The book box competition was a great success with over 40 
entries and with so much effort and attention to detail, that judging was very difficult. In the end many 
special commendations were given out, as well as the main prizes, as the creativity and execution was   
excellent.  

Senior Costume 

Winners: 

Oscar (year 9) T                 The Falcon 

Rafferty (year 10) L          Pink Fairy 

Eve (year 8) P                     Cruella 

Amelie (year 8) P              Queen of Hearts 

Kobe (year 8) T                  Obelix 

Erin (year 8) L                     The Cat in the Hat 

Charlie (year 7) C              Stanley Yelnets 

Scarlett (year 7) L              Tweedle Dum 

Lowenna (year 7) T          Tweedle Dee 

Overall Winner: 

Jem (year 10)                     Frankenstein’s Monster 

Junior Costume 

House Winners: 

James (reception) Pencarrow      Pirate 

Molly (year 2) Lanhydrock            Matilda 

Elliott (year 6) Trerice                       

Elisa (year 5) Cotehele                    Gangsta Granny 

Overall Winners 

Teddy (reception) & Elsie (year 3)   Scarecrow’s                   
      Wedding 

Book Boxes 

KS1: 

1st Francesca (reception)               Alice in Wonderland 

2nd Bodieve (year 2)                         Curious Questions and Answers About the Solar System   

3rd Rueben (year 1)                          Gigantosaurus 

Special Commendations for: 

Cora (year 2) The Lion , The Witch and the Wardrobe, Ronan (year 2) The Snail and the Whale, Dylan 
(year 2) The Gruffalo, Tobias (year 2) Harry Potter, Thomas Frame (year 2) Harry Potter 

KS2: 

1st Lucy (year 6)                 James and the Giant Peach            

2nd Megan (year 4)           Emily Windsnap  

3rd Charlie (year 3)           Fantastic Mr Fox                

3rd Hetty (year 3)             Miss Molly’s School of Manners 

Special Commendations for: India (year 3) What the Ladybird Heard at the Seaside, Arthur (year 3) 
Harry Potter, Amy (year 4) Harry Potter, Winnie (year 5) 101 Dalmatians, Demelza (year 6) Harry 
Potter, Lili (year 6) The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse, Elliott (year 6) Stranger Things, Jo-
seph (year 6)     Harry Potter.     Well done everyone. Mr Summers.  
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Year 7 Cookery 

 

Our year 7 students cooked delicious Deruny which are Ukrainian potato pancakes with a sour 
cream accompaniment. They are studying seasonality and food Provence in their Food and Nutri-

tion lessons which fitted very well with this dish. Good work year 7! 
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Year 6 Science 

Year 6 used the Bioscopes in their science lesson to look at slides of hydra, fern spores and mosses as 
part of their work on classification of living things and micro organisms. 
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St Piran’s Day Parade 
 
 

On Friday pupils from St Joseph’s 

joined the St Piran's children's  

parade with the many others from 

the community. The parade   

started at the castle green and 

processed through the town 

square with traditional Cornish 

singing and dancing.  

The children were joined by the Mayor, 
Mayoress and councillors. St Piran’s Day, 
the national day of Cornwall, is celebrated 
each year across the county on 5th 
March. Saint Piran is the patron saint of 
tin miners.  
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It was great to see pupils this week 
wearing Yellow and Blue to show       
support for Ukraine and such an amaz-
ing amount of money raised (£1945!) 
Here are some good weblinks for       
parents and young people which can 
provide useful and reliable information. 

 

 

 

 

 

How To Talk To Your Child About The War In Ukraine | YoungMinds 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround#more-stories-2 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/blog/top-tips-for-talking-to-your-young-person-about-the-events-in-ukraine/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=march_newsletter_2022
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround#more-stories-2
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International Women’s Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In celebration of International Women’s Day and promoting Girls Football, St Joseph’s pupils  Rosie & 
Lowen got to play at Home Park Stadium tonight during half time of the Argyle v Wimbledon match 

#HerGameToo #IWD2022  

U12 County Championship Hockey 

 

EJ and Isobel represent Truro Hockey Club, the girls played in the U12 County Championship last week-
end, they had convincing wins against Falmouth and Penzance squads and will now represent Cornwall 
at the In2Hockey West of England finals in Bristol on 20th March. This will be against teams including 

Clifton and Devizes and will be a big test. We congratulate them and wish them luck in the next part of 
this journey.  
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U11 ISA National Football 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A very happy U11 team arriving and taking part in the ISA Football Competition at 

St George’s Park.  The National tournament is being played today so we will add 

more information into the Newsletter next week. 
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets 
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets 
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Wadebridge Festival of Music and Speech 

 

Children from Year 3 to Year 6 participated in the Wadebridge Festival of 
Speech on Monday and Tuesday. They were all brilliant having learned some 
very long and challenging poems.  

The comments from the adjudicator recognised the excellent work that they 
had done and gave them all useful tips for future festivals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the solo performances, a group 
of children from Year 3-6 presented their      
version of ' I'm walking with my iguana' at 
Wadebridge festival in the choral poetry       
section. The adjudicator was very impressed 
with their performance and awarded them a 
very high 89 marks which gave them a           
distinction. They won their class and brought 
home a beautiful cup! Well done to you all. I 
am walking MY iguana! 
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Year 6 Sticky Triangles 

 
Year 6 have been generating and describing linear      
number sequences this week. Today they investigated 
‘Sticky Triangles’! Lots of patterns were found in the   
numbers including square numbers, multiples and digital 
root. Great work on algebra in this unit of work as well. 
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An Inspector Calls “role on the wall” 

In order to get beneath the surface of the characters in 
An Inspector Calls, Year 9 have been making 'role on 
the walls'. The students draw around someone, then 
the evidence about the characters is on the outside of 
the character, what the evidence tells us goes on the 
inside. 

 

 

 

     

Desk Yoga 

After a chunk of writing at a desk, it's important to have a stretch and a bit of a breather in order to be 
ready for the next lesson. Here's Year 10 having a bit of a lean and a twist. We are fans of Sarah 

Beth https://youtu.be/-io0kLZS7Yw and Adrienne https://youtu.be/tAUf7aajBWE. 

https://youtu.be/-io0kLZS7Yw
https://youtu.be/tAUf7aajBWE
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Year 2 Assembly 

 

Last Friday, the Year 2 children got to do their     
assembly that had been postponed before the        
half-term break, due to Storm Eunice.  

They performed brilliantly, sharing many               
interesting facts they had learnt about Space and 
our Solar System.  

They also sang a song about how the moon rotates 
around the Earth and the Earth rotates around the 
sun, and finished with some of the children show-
ing their paintingsinspired by Vincent Van Gogh’s 
Starry Night painting. 

 

Well done to all the year 2s, and who knows 
we might be looking at some future               
astronauts! 

 

Did you know? The word ‘Astronaut’ means 
‘sailor amongst the stars’. 
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Link for online entry: 

 

https://www.britishtriathlon.org/events/ISA-National-Triathlon_13455?utm_campaign=13040010_Copy%20of%
20ISA%20National%20Open%20Triathlon%20Championships&utm_medium=email&utm_school=St.%20Joseph%

27s%20School&dm_i=JAQ,7RHQI,965EHK,VNOOA,1 

https://www.britishtriathlon.org/events/ISA-National-Triathlon_13455?utm_campaign=13040010_Copy%20of%20ISA%20National%20Open%20Triathlon%20Championships&utm_medium=email&utm_school=St.%20Joseph%27s%20School&dm_i=JAQ,7RHQI,965EHK,VNOOA,1
https://www.britishtriathlon.org/events/ISA-National-Triathlon_13455?utm_campaign=13040010_Copy%20of%20ISA%20National%20Open%20Triathlon%20Championships&utm_medium=email&utm_school=St.%20Joseph%27s%20School&dm_i=JAQ,7RHQI,965EHK,VNOOA,1
https://www.britishtriathlon.org/events/ISA-National-Triathlon_13455?utm_campaign=13040010_Copy%20of%20ISA%20National%20Open%20Triathlon%20Championships&utm_medium=email&utm_school=St.%20Joseph%27s%20School&dm_i=JAQ,7RHQI,965EHK,VNOOA,1
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