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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 24 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

When we awoke this morning, it was to a Launceston set in a deep fog, one where when stepping out of the front door the 

world seemed deadened of sound and of sight – from school the castle was impossible to see, the view to the distant moor 

entirely absent, with no hope of seeing across as far as the church at Brentor that is visible on a clear day. 

By the time of writing, the fog is entirely gone: the sky is blue, the castle set against an azure spring sky. Walking down the 

lane wild garlic is appearing, daffodils are in bloom and it is very clear that Spring is here, and that summer is not long away. 

This is normal in mid to late March – but this is the most normal mid to late March we have had since 2019. 

March 2020 was very different: on the 16th of March Prime Minister Johnson announced that “now is the time for everyone 

to stop non-essential contact and travel,” on the 19th that the UK can “turn the tide of coronavirus” in 12 weeks, and on the 

23rd the first national lockdown was announced and we were ordered to “stay at home.” By the 26th, lockdown measures 

legally came into force.  

A full year later and March once again was important: the 8th of March was the date given for the reopening of schools after 

the second national lockdown, with schools hastily closed in the previous January, after many having gone back for just one 

day. Here, that January, we were on INSET – knowing Seniors would not be back immediately, but expecting Juniors to 

return. The speed at which Junior School teachers adapted to that changed reality was one of the most impressive things I 

have seen in my career in education, and something of which they should be immensely proud. 

And so, we are here, in March 2022, having suffered the disruption of staff and pupils’ absences this week, but where we 

are in a much different, and better, situation that we were in either March 2020 or March 2021. I am double jabbed and 

boosted, I have had Covid, and seen many colleagues have first and even second bouts themselves, and seen all staff and 

colleagues cope admirably with all that these March madness’s can bring. 

Later this afternoon I am heading again upcountry, to attend the ISA Cross Country Nationals in Worksop, where I am 

coordinating the ISA SW Junior team, which includes 6 children from St Joseph’s who qualified through the ISA SW event 

among the more than 600 who will be attending on Saturday.  

It is another sign of the reopening of the world, of opportunities for children that are there again now, that must be taken. 

With two of my own children having qualified, this has been a nervous week hoping none of us succumb to Covid that 

would mean they could not go – a feeling so many families have experienced about things that might be snatched from 

their grasp during the pandemic. 

At the end of the week, the sun is shining, and March is bringing manifold blessings – not least of which is the profusion of 

heroes we have on site with the children dressed for Comic Relief. This brings calm amid the storms of recent Marches we 

have experienced. Not for nothing did Anglo-Saxons called the month Hlyd monath, meaning stormy month, or Hraed 

monath, translated as rugged month. We have seen plenty of storms, and enough that can be described as rugged, in 

recent years. 

Today I will happily take the fog that has dissipated into sunshine, and enjoy the (relative) normality of a St Jo’s week that 

has been a pleasure to have played my part in. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mr Scott 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

 

Spring term is flying by, and that is usually a sign that we are doing lots while enjoying the time. Both 
are certainly true from my perspective! Thank you to Mrs Diffey and Mr Cattell for our recent meetings 
on how we can improve teaching and learning aspects. It is very encouraging that we have such 
dedicated staff and also ones that are committed to improving their own and the schools' overall 
outcomes. We will always strive to improve, develop all areas, and continue to monitor our teaching 
and learning pedagogy.    

 

We have also been busy designing the Year 8 option blocks, and this is a working progress. Thank you 
to Year 11 and their parents for confirming their attendance for the Easter revision sessions. Thank you 
for Year 7 parents evening this week, it was great to see you all. In speaking with many parents, I am 
glad that you enjoyed the layout of the evening; (even with the loud bell!). 

 

In school we are continuing to do all we can to help keep Covid-19 from spreading, this includes good 
ventilation with windows open and the cleaning of tables, amongst other routines. If your son/
daughter does get Covid-19, please let us know they are well enough to receive work. Mr Scott's letter 
this week outlined all you need to know in relation to Covid-19, however please let me know if you 
have questions. 

 

I am currently at an ISA Deputy Heads Conference which has been very interesting and helpful. I look 
forward to running the Landrake cross-country tomorrow and I am thankful for the recent good 
weather! 

 

Next week we have Year 9 parents evening on Wednesday as well as some fixtures and all else that 
comes with our fantastic school. 

 

I hope you have a great weekend. 

 

Sam Matthews 

deputyhead@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

Coffee & PTA meeting  

Monday 21st March at 3pm 

 

 

 

 

Please join the friendly PTA team for a 

quick coffee and catch up in the dining 

room on Monday. Parents and staff 

welcome  
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Dear Junior School Parents,  

It was so lovely to have so many grandparents visiting our school on Tuesday and have the opportunity, 

after far too long, to come and see where their delightful grand children spend their days. The tours, 

tea and cake were all received with delight.  I must give a special mention to Poppy Fisher’s granny, 

who kindly made some cakes for the event. Her elderflower cake was a particular favourite so much so 

that I was asked to get the recipe. You will find that further on in the newsletter. Enjoy.  

The mayors of Launceston and Bridestowe visited the Junior School on Monday and talked to all the 

children about their job as mayor. The children had many interesting and sometimes challenging 

questions for them.    It was so incredible see what you can achieve, if you are determined enough and 

we hope they will visit us again in the future.  

There have been several cases of Covid in the Junior School this week both staff and students. Mr 

Scott’s letter on Tuesday explained the protocols that need to be followed. Thank you to the parents 

and staff, who I know are adhering to them closely, and trying to ensure we keep our community safe. 

These are challenging times and as long as we work together, we will prevail.   COVID-19: people with 

COVID-19 and their contacts - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

Today is Red Nose Day and yet again the children have done an amazing job dressing up as 

superheroes, bringing in cakes for the bake sale, buying cakes from the bake sale and eating cakes from 

the bake sale. This great effort has raised yet more money for a plethora of worthy causes. I am always 

so proud of the way our community embraces fund raising and helping those less fortunate that 

ourselves.  

Landrake cross country is this afternoon, and the ISA National cross country is tomorrow in 

Nottinghamshire. Good luck to all the children taking part in these events.  

Next week, we have a number of school trips taking place. Year 3 are going to The Eden Project on 

Monday; Year 5 are visiting Truro Museum on Tuesday and Year 3 & 4 are having a Farm and Country 

experience at Wadebridge showground on Wednesday. Please check the letters from your child’s class 

teacher for the requirements of each trip.   

We also have the Kernow King visiting us on Wednesday to do a workshop with Year 3 and 4 and an 

assembly for all the juniors called The Cornish Caretakers , which is about our Cornish Mining 

Heritage.   

The sun is shining outside, and I have been informed reliably by my Met Office app and the barometer 

on my sitting room wall that it is ’set fair’ for the weekend so I do hope you all have a chance to enjoy 

the sunshine.  

Have a lovely sunny weekend.  

Best Wishes  

Caroline Skerry   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts


St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  4 

 

 Senior Subject Wonders of the Week 

MFL: Madame Scott's Year 9 French class for their 
hard work and motivation on GCSE topics.       
Madame Scott was impressed with how engaged 
they all were when debating pros and cons of new 
technologies. 

Scarlett Hesnan (Year 7) for showing excellent   
linguistic skills when conjugating verbs in the    
present tense. Madame Paton was impressed! 

Daisy Dougan (Year 10) for her focus and            
determination in class when preparing GCSE 
speaking answers in Spanish. 

Computing: Year 7 - Jasper for creating a joke in 
Scratch using the correct sequence of instructions 

Year 8 - Marlon and Cici for using the correct HTML 
tags to link their website pages together. 

English: Erin Dickson and Sophie Renfree - for their 
total commitment to improvement. Erin and      
Sophie will never accept that a piece of work is 
good enough. This is hard for me and them    
sometimes, because I would like them to take a bit 
of time to reflect on how good some of their work 
is for students of their age. However, all credit to 
them because they are both 
producing outstanding work. 

 

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1: Iona Gowan for making big strides forward in 
writing this week.  

 

KS2: Phoebe Vida for being independent, helpful, a 
good friend to others and an amazing Silver       
Reader.    

 

KS3:  Lowenna Harris. Kindness and generosity: Buy-
ing Mrs Budd a red nose!  

 

KS4:  Daisy Rea (Year 11) for making an effort to 
tone down her make-up.  

Year 11 GCSE Information 

Exam Dates 

GCSE exams will run from Monday 16th May until 
Thursday 23rd June.  Students have been given a 
personal timetable and this can be found on their 
statements of entry. 

Results Day 

The GCSE results are published on Thursday 25th 

August 2022 and School will be open for pupils to 

collect their results from 9.00am to 10.00am.  

If you are unable to attend the results day then 

please inform Jane Gardner 

(jane.gardner@stjosephscornwall.co.uk) as soon 

as possible.  We will require a signed letter or an e 

mail from the students personal e mail account 

informing us when or how the results are to be 

collected. 

WANTED 

We are trying to help a family who are 
hosting 2 x refugee families with young 
children and they are looking for a 2f 6 

mattress. They are also looking for more 
sponsors to host. If you would like        

further information please get in touch.  

 

 

If you are able to help please email  

 

registrar@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

mailto:registrar@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Colin is Eva's (Y4) Grandad.  

 

He travelled to Poland last week with supplies for a refugee centre and transferred a    
family to their host family in Germany on his way back. Having seen the sheer               

overcrowding of these refugee centres, due to lack of transportation - he has decided to 
fundraise for a mini bus so there is a vehicle in motion 24 hours a day and moving families 
onto safety. He will hand deliver the bus and spend a couple of weeks doing some driving 

for the Warsaw Centre, where he now has contacts.  

 

Find Colin on Facebook 'VAN FOR LIFE' to follow our journey. 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/colin-clarke-432  

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/colin-clarke-432
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Ukraine 

Last week in support of Ukraine the whole school dressed in Blue and Yellow to help raise money. Here 
are the Junior School showing their support and donating to the important charities . 

Circuit Training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 and 9 have been working really hard and well 
during circuit training this week. They designed the   
circuits themselves during their PE lessons with Mr 

Payne and Mrs Gardner. Well done all. 

Scholarship Day 

Our next Scholarship Day will be taking place 
on Friday 6th May 2022. We have limited 

places available for entry in September 2022. 
For further information please visit 

 

https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/
admissions/scholarships/ 

https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/admissions/scholarships/
https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/admissions/scholarships/
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 Year 3 Assembly 

On Friday Year 3 delivered an assembly all about the Rainforest. They explained what they had learnt 
about the Rainforest and sang a song about the layers of the Rainforest which they taught to the rest of 
the Junior School. Well done Year 3. 

Wellbeing Club and Eco-Committee mash-up 

Pupils from Wellbeing club joined with Eco-Committee pupils to make their own books using scrap paper. 
They designed front covers, nailed holes, and sewed the pages  together. Well done everyone!  
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Year 7 English 

Year 7 have finished reading the poem the Pied Piper in class and have spent two lessons creating their 

very own news report on events in Hamelin town. The creativity has been amazing and students have 

also tested their editing skills as they have pulled together a polished piece of work. We will be sharing 

them with each other in class next week. 
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 Year 6 Art 

 

Year 6 have produced art inspired 
by micro organisms. 
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Red Nose Day 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some   
photos of Year 3 
with their 
noses. 

Today we have been raising money for 
Comic Relief #RedNoseDay 

Students have dressed up and held a  
fantastic bake sale. They have also learnt 
about how the money we raise helps 
other people who need extra support 
#ComicRelief2022 
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Does anyone recognise these superheroes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone for making the cakes for our cake sale  and a big thank you to 

those who bought them.  We managed to raise £135.64 which will be added to the   

overall total.  We are still selling red noses throughout the day so will announce the 

overall total in the newsletter next week. 

Devon Hockey 
On Sunday Jack represented Devon in two hockey matches in Tiverton. It was a round robin match 
against Cornwall & Somerset. Sadly Devon lost both close matches. Despite the wet and cold & the fact 
he had walked 20 miles for ten tors practice the day before he provided a robust defence and thoroughly 
enjoyed himself. 
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ISA UNDER 11’S BOYS FOOTBALL FINALS ... .ST.GEORGE’S PARK…..  Friday 11 March 2022 

Game 1 Branwood Prep v St Joseph’s 

A very physical game to start against a team that ended up as runners-up of the whole competition. 

Branwood hit the post early on and that was soon followed by a great first save by Rhys as Branwood put 

us under a lot of early pressure with Jake and Dexter having to work very hard. Some odd refereeing   

decisions didn’t help us as we fought to the end but ended up losing to a very, very big and physical 

team .  Final score 2-0 

Game 2 Wandsworth v St Joseph’s 

Another game against a good team and it was a good game overall, Joseph shot just wide of the goal and 

a bit later William scored putting us 1-0 up. A lot of good play followed as St. Josephs controlled the 

game throughout, Sam especially shining winning some very good defensive one on ones. Near the end 

of the game Edward scored putting us up 2-0, the whole team played very well.  Final score 0-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Game 3  King Alfred’s v St Joseph’s 

A very athletic opposition who played extremely well against us. Joseph scored the first goal of the game 

followed by Edward shortly after to put us 2-0 up. King Alfred’s soon got one back and after that we were 

under a lot of pressure and required some determined defending as well as a performance from Rhys 

(which ended up having the referee complimenting his goalkeeping) making a series of great saves, the 

best of which being a quick reaction save from point blank range. Unfortunately we couldn’t quite hold 

on and conceded an equaliser in the last 30 seconds of the game and the match was drawn.                  

Final score 2-2 

Game 4  Dixie Grammar v St Joseph’s 

The game didn’t start too well and we went behind to what can only be described as a ‘long range rock-

et’ of a shot which was near impossible to stop! We battled hard, Sam again won some good tussles in 

the defence before Joseph went on a great solo run up through the middle of the pitch but had his shot 

blocked by the last defender! Again, Rhys made an amazing save as it was end to end football but there 

was no way through for us and frustratingly the score didn’t reflect the game.  Final score 2-0 
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ISA UNDER 11’S BOYS FOOTBALL FINALS ... .ST.GEORGE’S PARK…..  Friday 11 March 2022 

Game 5 Littlegarth v St Joseph’s 

One to forget and if the truth be known, I was asked to lose the notes from this match by a couple of the 

players! They were a very difficult team, we tried the best we could but their goalkeeper was very good 

as well as their defence and we could not find a way through whilst they counter attacked us very very 

well.  Final score 5-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Game 6  Lingfield v St Joseph’s 

A loss to the eventual winners who won all of their 10 matches on the day including the final 5-0! A team 

that included a Crystal Palace academy player, they were the best team there on the day but it was one 

of our best performances against them considering the differences and the fact that two of their goals 

were unfortunate rebounded own goals. A lot of hard work put in by the defence, Sam, Dexter and Jake 

all put in some good tackles but the waves of attack kept coming only broken up by some good ‘terrier’ 

like pressing from William, Joseph and Edward in midfield which nearly led to a breakaway goal as       

Edward broke free but it was on his ‘leftie’ and he pulled it just wide.  

Overall a performance that we can be proud of.  Final score 6-0 
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ISA UNDER 11’S BOYS FOOTBALL FINALS ... .ST.GEORGE’S PARK…..  Friday 11 March 2022 

INTO THE BOWL 

Game 7  Birchfield v St Joseph’s 

First game after lunch and the wind and rain decided to make an unwelcome appearance but we started 

well and we took the lead with a goal from Joseph. We pressed for and should have scored more with 

Jake controlling the defence and putting in some nice passes to set us up for the attack. Unfortunately 

we didn’t take our chances and conceded another late equaliser to finish with a draw when we really  

deserved to win.  Final score 1-1 

 

Game 8  Scarisbrick Hall v St Joseph’s 

Definitely a game of two halves as we went into half-time 5-0 down. A much better second half             

performance followed (not sure what Mr Payne had said in his half time team talk!), the highlight of 

which was a great run from defence by Dexter which ended in him showing great awareness to cut the 

ball back unselfishly for Joseph to smash home. William, who didn’t stop running all day, got himself on 

the score sheet again in a half where we showed great character having been 5-0 down, showing signs of 

tiredness and in driving wind and rain.   Final score 7-2 

 

Game 9  Norfolk House v St Joseph’s 

Our last match of the day, with tired legs and continuous rain, came against a team with players so big 

they made Sam, Edward and Dexter look like the Borrowers! Having been 1-0 down, we battled hard to 

pull it back to 1-1 with another goal from Joseph after a nice run and cut back from Edward and even had 

chances to take the lead. However, their physical superiority told in the end as we ended up losing 3-1. 

 

After a long team huddle in the middle of the 

pitch with a drenched Mr Payne and Mr Scott, 

all the boys walked off looking wet, tired and 

disappointed with how it finished but          

considering the size of the schools we were up 

against and our considerable lack of foot-

balling experience I think they should be very 

proud of themselves. 

 

What an amazing experience for them all! 

Roll on ISA Nationals 2023! 

Many thanks to Thomas Warren for this excellent match report. 
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Grandparents’ Tea Party 

 

 

It was wonderful to welcome       
Grandparents to St Joseph’s on Tuesday 
afternoon. The children thoroughly   
enjoyed showing them around their 
school, giving them a tour of the        
favourite places and where they spend 
so much time each week.  

 

 

 

 

 

They finished their afternoon with tea and cake, 
a truly lovely afternoon for all.  
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Grandparents’ Tea Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our lovely grandparents made an elderflower 
cake to share at the Grandparents tea party. It was   
complimented on many occasions by many of the       
discerning cake consumers and I was tasked with getting 
the recipe.  It's too good not to share. I know what I'll be 
baking this weekend. 

A huge thank you to Poppy Fisher's Granny. 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  18 

 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  19 

 

Ukraine Art Display 

The year 10 and year 9 art students have spent a 
couple of lessons making work to respond to 
their feelings about the people and culture of 
Ukraine. They certainly cheer up the stair well 
with their bright yellow sunflowers and birds of 
peace. 
Thank you students. 
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On Wednesday 16th March, Year 10 pupils took 
part in a PSHE Day looking at both positive and 
negative influences. Pupils looked at what 
makes an effective role model, the risks and 
consequences of being involved in a gang. We 
also had a visitor from YZUP and We are with 
you to talk to pupils about drug and alcohol 
use and their risks and consequences. Here are 
some links and resources that could be of use 
to both parents and pupils. 

 

 

Why we should talk to young people about drugs and alcohol | by With You | we are With You | Medium 

 

 

Worried about someone else's alcohol or drug use? - 
With You (wearewithyou.org.uk)  

 
 
Home | We Are With You in Cornwall at YZUP 
(yzupblog.wixsite.com) 

https://medium.com/we-are-with-you/why-we-should-talk-to-young-people-about-drugs-and-alcohol-ebdf7cff8bb
https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/help-and-advice/advice-friends-family/
https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/help-and-advice/advice-friends-family/
https://yzupblog.wixsite.com/yzupblog
https://yzupblog.wixsite.com/yzupblog
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Year 5 Art 

 

This week Year 5 have been painting their 
Egyptian conopic jars.  They worked   
carefully to follow their designs and add 
the final touches using metallic paint. 

Great work, everyone! 

Did you know? 

During the process of mummification, the 

ancient Egyptians removed all the major 

organs and placed them in conopic jars. 
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Year 9 French 

In their French lesson this morning, Year 9 listened to a song by Soprano called “à nos héros du quoti-
dien”, about everyday heroes. They had the lyrics, but all cut up, so they had to arrange the words in the 
correct order. It was quite a challenge, but they did amazingly and enjoyed picking out the phrases they 
understood while joining in with the song. 

ISA Competition…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A quick photo of the Y6 ISA runners before they head off to the Midlands  - Good Luck to you all……. 
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Year 7 German 

The Year 7 German class have been working on their translation skills, starting with a text in English, 
which they had to piece together in German. They worked really well in their groups to compete the 
task! 
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Link for online entry: 

 

https://www.britishtriathlon.org/events/ISA-National-Triathlon_13455?utm_campaign=13040010_Copy%20of%
20ISA%20National%20Open%20Triathlon%20Championships&utm_medium=email&utm_school=St.%20Joseph%

27s%20School&dm_i=JAQ,7RHQI,965EHK,VNOOA,1 

https://www.britishtriathlon.org/events/ISA-National-Triathlon_13455?utm_campaign=13040010_Copy%20of%20ISA%20National%20Open%20Triathlon%20Championships&utm_medium=email&utm_school=St.%20Joseph%27s%20School&dm_i=JAQ,7RHQI,965EHK,VNOOA,1
https://www.britishtriathlon.org/events/ISA-National-Triathlon_13455?utm_campaign=13040010_Copy%20of%20ISA%20National%20Open%20Triathlon%20Championships&utm_medium=email&utm_school=St.%20Joseph%27s%20School&dm_i=JAQ,7RHQI,965EHK,VNOOA,1
https://www.britishtriathlon.org/events/ISA-National-Triathlon_13455?utm_campaign=13040010_Copy%20of%20ISA%20National%20Open%20Triathlon%20Championships&utm_medium=email&utm_school=St.%20Joseph%27s%20School&dm_i=JAQ,7RHQI,965EHK,VNOOA,1

