
Music at St Joseph’s 

 

Music has been central to St Joseph’s for many years, and the department has an outstanding 
history of productions, concerts and performances both in the local area and beyond. As with the 
whole school ethos, that of the music department is one of inclusion and of enabling every child to 
reach their level in the subject, whether that is performing in nationally recognised ensembles or 
taking pleasure in a KS3 lesson. 

Senior School music lessons are an integral part of every pupil’s timetable, and in recent years, the 
department has benefitted from significant investment with the Head of Music taking the lead in 
managing their budget and setting the direction for the department.  

The spacious Senior School music room benefits from a suite of computers equipped with Sibelius 
and all software that pupils require to GCSE level. In addition, there has been significant investment 
in musical instruments at the direction of the current post holder and further investment will be 
under the direction of the successful candidate.  

This is an exciting opportunity for the right candidate to flourish in a supportive environment where 
music is cherished by pupils, staff, the Senior Management team and by the Governing Body. 

The school has a rich legacy of choral performances, and a commitment to leading the school choirs 
is an important part of the role. The Senior School Service of Lessons and Carols is a central part of 
the school calendar, held annually at St Mary Magdalene’s church in Launceston. Here, and 
throughout the year, performances by Girls’ Choir, Boys’ Choir and the audition only Canzonetta 
choir showcase the school’s musical talent. 

In seeking a new Head of Music the school’s leadership team wish to seek a candidate who will show 
awareness of the school’s musical traditions, but be willing, and able, to shape the music 
department in their own manner. Support will be provided to the successful candidate to take the 
department in a direction that is best for the children of St Joseph’s and we are excited to hear views 
on what direction that may be. 

The department also benefits from St Joseph’s being an all-through school, and the successful 
candidate will be expected to build a strong working relationship with our Junior School Head of 
Music, Mrs Smith. This relationship is greatly to the benefit of music across the school. The majority 
of each year’s Year 7 cohort moves from the Junior School to the Senior School, and the love of 
music developed under Mrs Smith’s expert tutelage underpins the success of music in the Senior 
School. 

Before the pandemic curtailed musical performances, instrumental concerts featured private pupils’ 
concerts, Music for a Winter Evening, Music for a Summer Evening, charity concerts, St Joseph’s 
Young Musician of the Year, the Service of Lessons and Carols, Senior Prizegiving, and opportunities 
for performances around the local area and beyond. In addition, the department has previously 
overseen orchestra, wind band, string quartet, brass ensemble, rock group, wind ensembles and 
even recorder groups.  

 

 


